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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Harvester Microform are making available with this programme a corpus of material of
indisputed importance for all scholars of Post-Reformation English and European History.

Until June 1577 Public Record Office Class SP 70 contained all the State Papers Foreign of
Queen Elizabeth 1. From July 1577 all State Papers Foreign were classified into the countries
to which they referred. A 28 volume series of calendars was published, 1861-1950, covering all
the State Papers Foreign from 1574 to July 1589.

Between 1964 and 1980 Professor R.B. Wernham issued three magisterial volumes of lists and
analyses covering the papers from August 1589 to April 1592.

Until these volumes were published the papers
for August 4598 to April 1592 could only be

consulted by a personal visit to the Public
Record Office.

This situation still exists for all the State
Papers Foreign of Elizabeth I from Ma 1592,

Anyone wishing to work on foreign affairs - so often intricately tied up with domestic policy of
the later Elizabeth period can only do so by travelling to London.

Only complete volumes or bundles are filmed and in some cases these included documents
outside the period of this microfilm programme.

As a further aid the reader the relevant sections of the Round Room lists have been reproduced
at the beginning of each reel.

* * *

These were the years of continual warfare in Western Europe in which political rivalries became
intertwined fully with ideological and religious divisions. The main concern of the Elizabethan
government was to prevent a resurgence of Spanish power in Western Europe.

During this later period the three major conflicts were:
a) on the sea with spain

b) in France in order to prevent the triumph of the Catholic League in the Wars of Religion
¢) in the Low Countries where the fate of the Dutch Revolt was still undecided.



Most of the papers are in the form of correspondence from emissaries, local governors and
officials in the places concerned. They were addressed primarily (until his death) to Lord
Burghley but also to the Queen and to other government officials. Outgoing papers include
instructions and commissions as well as letters which are interspersed with anti-government
correspondence as well as letters between foreigners.

The papers as a whole illustrate a degree of anxiety similar to that which existed in domestic
affairs through the revival of the aristocratic fravtion and the social and economic difficulties of
the 1590s.

This new microfilm edition will be a boon to scholars throughout the world, making these
uncalendared key documents easily accesssible for the first times.



UNCALENDARED STATE PAPERS FOREIGN-
OF ELIZABETH 1
COVERING THE YEARS MAY 1592 - MARCH 1603

CONTENTS OF REELS

REEL ONE

DENMARK

SP 7572 Letters and Papers. 1589 - March 1598

SP 75/3 Letters and Papers. May 1598 - March 1603

and undated.

REEL TWO

FLANDERS

SP 77/5 Letters and Papers. 1589 - 1598.
REEL THREE

FLANDERS

SP 77/6 Letters and Papers. 1599 - 1603, and quated.
REEL FOUR

FRANCE

SP 78/28 Letters and Papers. May - July 1592.

SP 78/29 Letters and Papers. August - December 1592
REEL FIVE

FRANCE

SP 78/30 Letters and Papers. January - April 1593.

SP 78/31 Letters and Papers. May - July 1593.



