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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

In association with the British Library, the Public Record Office and other repositories, Harvester
Microform are preparing a cumulative series of publications of the highest historical importance -
the publication in microform of the public and private archives of the Prime Ministers of Great
Britain. This ambitious undertaking seeks to make available to scholars the most complete
documentary record of the nation’s leaders.

Despite the delicate balances within its unwritten constitution, Britain has always been a clear
example of the practice of Prime Ministerial government. Since the early eighteenth century First
Lords of the Treasury, later Prime Ministers, have been individuals endowed with pre-eminent
power, influence and prestige, making decisions on all areas of state policy with - and sometimes
without - the approval of their Cabinet.

Until recent times Prime Ministers, on leaving office, have been accustomed to take with the full
bulk of their accumulated public and private papers. Their archives - both those still in private
ownership and those now revert to public care - therefore contain some of the most complete, wide-
ranging and well-preserved records of British government.

This Second Series comprises the Papers of Sir Robert Peel. Part One contains Additional
Manuscripts 40432-40461 and includes the correspondence with Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, Lord
Lyndhurst, H. Goulburn, Sir J. Graham, Earl of Aberdeen, Earl of Haddington and the Duke of
Wellington. Part Two contains Additional Manuscripts 40462-40484 and includes the
correspondence with Lord FitzGerald, Earl of Ripon, Lord Stanley, W.E. Gladstone, Earl of
Ellenborough, Sir H. Hardinge, Sir T.F. Fremantle, Earl de Grey, Lord Heytesbury, Earl of St.
Germans, Earl of Lincoln, Henry Brougham, Lord Ashley and Charles Arbuthnot.

Part Three contains additional Manuscripts 40485-40521 and includes the correspondence of Sir
Robert Peel during the first two years of his Second Ministry from July 1841 to 31 December 1842.
Part Four includes the correspondence contained in Additional Manuscripts 40522-40556 covering
the years 1843 and 1844. Part Five contains this correspondence, containing Additional Manuscripts
40557-40581, covering the year 1845 and Part Six, containing Additional Manuscripts 40582-40603,
includes correspondence from the end of Sir Robert Peel’s Second Ministry in 1846, to his death in
1850.

The reel numbering of this series is continuous, reels 107-123 appearing in the Sixth Part.
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ADD.MSS. DESCRIPTION
REEL 107 40582 Correspondence, 1-20
January 1846
REEL 108 40583 Correspondence, 21-31
January 1846
REEL 109 40584 Correspondence, 1-12
February 1846
REEL 110 | 40585 Correspondence, 13-28
February 1846
REEL 111 40586 Correspondence, 1-12
March 1846
40587 Correspondence, 13-20
March 1864
REEL 112 40588 Correspondence, 21-31
March 1864
40589 Correspondence, 1-15
April 1846
REEL 113 40590 ’ Correspondence, 16-30
April 1846
REEL 114 40591 Correspondence, 1-15
May 1846
REEL 115 40592 Correspondence, 16-31

May 1846
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40599
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DESCRIPTION

Correspondence, 1-20
June 1846

Correspondence, 21-30
June 1846

Correspondence, 1-10
July 1846

Correspondence, 11-31
July 1846

Correspondence,
August-December 1846

Correspondence,
January-June 1847

Correspondence,
July-December 1847

Correspondence,
1848

Correspondence,
January-June 1847

Correspondence,
July-December 1849 and undated

Correspondence,
1850, and undated



