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TECHNICAL NOTE

Harvester Microform has set itself the highest standards

in the field of archivally-permanent library microfilming.

Our microform publications have been prepared and produced

in accordance with recommended and established guide-lines

for the production of microform of superior quality.

These conform to the recommendations of rhe standard guides

to good microforming and micropublishing practice.

Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original
material. Modern records often consist of faintly legible
material printed with a variety of inks - some of which may
have faded. These original characteristics present
difficulties of image and contrast which stringent tests

and camera alterations cannot entirely overcome. Every effort
has been made to minimise these difficulties tnough there are
some few pages or documents which have proved impossible to
reproduce satisfactorily. Conscious of this we have chosen

to include these pages in order to make available the

complete volume. The most responsible care has been exercised
in the filming of this unique collection and this microfilm
publication meets the standards established by the Associatlon
for Information and Image Management (AIIM) and the American

National Standards Institute (ANSI).
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A NOTE ON THE USE OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS MICROFILM
FOR SCHOLARLY PURPOSES

Scholars are requested to inform

British Library of Political and Economic Science
10 Portugal Street
London WC2A 2HD

of any research undertaken making use of the material in this
edition.

Scholars are also reguested to send to the Library notification
and, where possible, coples of any books, articles or other
publications which feature references to the material in this

edition.

We thank you for your co-operation.
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

Harvester Microform are proud to be making available a series
of journals and papers devoted to the birth control movement.
part One of this new microform series comprises The Malthusian,
1879-1921, and the Eugenics Review, 1909-1921.
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The Malthusian League, founded in 1877, was the first
organisation in the world to advocate voluntary family
limitation as the solution to the problems of over-population

and poverty.

Its tenets were a mixture of Malthusian doctrine, early
nineteenth century liberal economics, and new scientific
theories that conflicted extensively with existing Victorian

views of sexual relations.

This mixture of enlightened thought and contentious economic
theories was not readily accepted and the movement met with a
number of setbacks in the late 189(C's. However, by the

first decades of the twentieth century league members had done
much to influence the findings of the National Birth-Rate
Commission (1916), progress towards the creation of a Family
Planning Association, and inspire the work of Havelock Ellis,

Sigmund Freud, and Margaret Sanger.

The chief source of information about the activities of the
league is its journal, The Malthusian. This includes a

wealth of letters and articles on poverty, over-population,
demographic principles, legislation, race, the size of families,
birth control, and statistical comparisons with other European
nations and major powers. Alsoc featured are the Reports of

the Council of the Malthusian Leaguc, notes of Annual General
Meetings, of public meetings and of related organisations.

The progress and setbacks of the Neo-Malthusian movement are

fully documented.
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The first Pres:ident of the League was Dr. C.R. Drysdale.
stated main object was "to spread among the people, by all
practicable means, a knowledge of rhe laws of population, of
its consequences, and of 1its bearing upon human conduct and
morale". This amounted to a crusade against poverty and the
core of the work was done by the devoted members of the
League's Council. This small circle of ;members met every
month for over twenty years and included: Annie Besant, Mrs J,
Grout, C. Bradlaugh, J.K. Page, T. Parris,

W.H. Reynolds, George Standring, J. Swaagman, E. Truelove,
and, of course, C.R. Drysdale and Alice Vickery. Up to

1899, full minutes of these Council Sessions were included 1in

The Malthusian.




The Eugenics Review was the quarterly publication of the
Eugenics Education Soclety founded in 1907. This became the
Eugenics Society in 1926. 1Its aims were defined as follows:

*to study hereditary and environmental aspects of human
qualities, to formulate and support proposals for improving
these qualities and enabling them to develop to their full
potential in the individual, to foster a responsible attitude
to parenthood, to promote relevant research and to facilitate
communication betwecen those interested”.

Leading figures includad Charles Davenport, Sir James Barn
and Sir James Cra:chton Browne. However, the study of
eugenics 1is synonymous with the name of Sir Francis Galton,
(1822-1911), Honorary President of the Society in 1908. His

foreword appears in volume one.

The Eugenics Review features articles, discussion, and reviews
on a wide range of topics: Abortion, Alcoholism, Biology,
Birth Control, Birth Rates, Anthropology, Child Welfare,
Crime, Politics, Disease, Divorce, Educatiocon, Hereditary,
Eugenics, Ethics, Religion, Morality, Legislative Processes,
Population, Fertility, Maternity, Poverty, Peace and War.

From 1909 the Prosident of the Soclety was Major Leonard

Darwin.

Reasearchers interested in the Birth Control Movement should
also consult the microfilm edition of The Margaret Sanger
Papers also available from Harvester Microform.
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