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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Harvester Microform is proud to publish Series Three in its major programme devoted to
Radicals and Reformers in Britain. This makes available the diaries of John Cam Hobhouse,
Baron Broughton, 1786-1869 from the British Library, London.

This microform publication consists of the detailed diaries of John Cam Hobhouse for the years
1809-1865. They are a quite remarkable commentary on the political, literary and social
movements of his ear, reflecting not only his own fluctuating interests, views and allegiances,
but also those of his contemporaries.

Hobhouse represented Westminster from 1820-1833. In his early years he was a leading
parliamentary Radical, zealously harrassing the Tory government at every opportunity. A
committed campaigner for progress and justice, supported revolutionary movements abroad. He
was deeply involved in a number of other issues including state regulation of factory labouor,
religious equality, non-denominational education and the economic advancement of the working
classes. His diaries reflect the versatility and depth of his involvement in these broad range of
issues central to 19th century radicalism. Perhaps his most notable achievement was in the field
of political and fiscal reform. He collaborated with Francis Place over the Select Vestry Act of
1831, also known as the "Hobhouse Act", which gave ratepayers control over the level of poor
relief and was a major step towards the establishment of representative local government. (The
Place Papers are also available from Harvester Microform: Radical Politics and the Working
Man in England - Series One: The Francis Place Papers in the British Library Department of
Manuscripts, Series Two: The Francis Place Collection in the British Library Department of
Printed Books.)

Hobhouse’s radicalism was an attitude or an approach to things, rather than a progammme. He
refused in 1819 to profess his faith in the radical panaceas of universal suffrage, annual
parliaments and equal electoral districts. Similarly, he rejected Place’s radical programme of
1832. He spoke of radicalism in the literal sense of reaching an understanding of vital principles
in order to "strike at the root" of specific abuses.

The passage of time and the responsibility of governmental office mellowed Hobhouse’s radical
inclinations. In many ways the passing of the great Reform Bill was a watershed, and Hobhouse
later became very much the archetypal conservative Whig minister. His government posts
included Secretary of War in Lord Grey’s government, 1832-3, and Chief Secretary of Ireland,
1833-4.

This substantial set of diaries provides a revealing source of information on radicalism, Whig
politics, British Imperial policy and Liberal movements on the continent. Thus it is an important
source for those researching into the political, social and economic history of Britain in the 19th

century.

A complete list of contents appears at the start of each reel.



The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and this
microform publication meets the standards established by the Association for Information and
Image Management (AIIM) and the American National Standards (ANSI).
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CONTENTS OF REELS Add.Mss, Date
REEL ONE 56527 8 Jul 1809 - 26 Dec 1809
56528 8 Nov 1809 - 23 Nov 1809
56529 27 Dec 1809 - 19 Oct 1810
56530 20 Oct 1810 - 19 Jan 1813
56531 13 Sep 1812 - 16 Oct 1812
56532 20 Jan 1813 - 7 Sep 1813
REEL TWO 56533 7 Sep 1813 - 29 Nov 1813
56534 15 Oct 1813 -29 Nov 1813
56535 30 Nov 1813 - 2 Jan 1814
47232 1 Jul 1814 - 29 Mar 1815
5 Apr 1816 - 21 Jul 1816
56536 23 Jul 1816 - 22 Sep 1816
REEL THREE 56537 22 sep 1816 - 5 Nov 1816
56538 5 Nov 1816 - 12 Jan 1817
56539 12 Jan 1817 - 31 Jan 1817
47233 21 May 1817 - 29 Jul 1817
47234 29 Jul 1817 - 14 Feb 1818
47235 15 Feb 1818 - 11 Sep 1818
56540 11 Sep 1818 - 30 Jan 1820
REEL FOUR 56541 30 Jan 1820 - 8 Feb 1821
56542 8 Feb 1821 - 8 Aug 1821
56543 8 Aug 1821 - 3 Oct 1821
56544 3 Oct 1821 - 2 May 1822
56545 3 May 1822 - 23 Jul 1822
56546 23 Jul 1822 - 16 Nov 1822
REEL FIVE 56547 16 Nov 1822 - 8 May 1823
56548 9 May 1823 - 19 Jun 1824
56549 20 Jun 1824 - 5 Aug 1826
56550 5 Aug 1825 - 4 Jul 1826

1 Nov 1826 - 1 Jun 1827



REEL SIX

REEL SEVEN

REEL EIGHT

REEL NINE

REEL TEN

REEL ELEVEN

REEL TWELVE

REEL THIRTEEN

REEL FOURTEEN

REEL FIFTEEN

56551
56552
56553
56554

56555
56556
56557

61826
56558
61827
61828

56559
56560
56561

56562
56563
56564

43744
43745
43746

43747
56565
43748
43749

43750
43751
43752
43753

61829
43754
43755
43756

43757
43758
56566
56567

5 Jul 1826 - 31 Oct 1826
2 Jun 1827 - 10 Aug 1828
11 Aug 1828 - 28 Mar 1829
29 Mar 1829 - 27 Jul 1830

28 Jul 1830 - 30 Sep 1831
30 Sep 1831 - 22 Jun 1832
23 Jun 1832 - 10 May 1833

9 Oct 1834 - 26 Jun 1835
28 Jun 1835 - 30 Jun 1836
1 Jul 1836 - 3 May 1837
3 May 1837 - 22 Jan 1838

23 Jan 1838 - 10 Jun 1838
10 Aug 1838 - 31 May 1839
31 May 1839 - 4 Nov 1839

4 Nov 1839 - 10 Jun 1840
10 Jun 1840 - 24 Apr 1841
24 Apr 1841 - 12 Apr 1842

12 Apr 1842 - 12 Dec 1842
12 Dec 1842 - 22 Oct 1843
22 Oct 1843 - 23 Sep 1844

23 Sep 1844 - 20 Jun 1845
21 Jun 1845 - 28 Dec 1845
28 Dec 1845 - 6 Jul 1846
6 Jul 1846 - 51 Mar 1847

21 Mar 1847 - 22 Jul 1847
22 Jul 1847 - 24 Mar 1848
24 Mar 1848 - 27 Jul 1848
27 Jul 1848 - 1 Apr 1849

1 Apr 1849 - 2 Mar 1850
2 Mar 1850 - 6 Sep 1850
7 Sep 1850 - 24 May 1851
25 May 1851 - 22 Apr 1852

23 Apr 1852 - 22 May 1853
23 May 1853 - 16 Nov 1853
17 Nov 1853 - 26 Jun 1854
26 Jun 1854 - 23 Jun 1855



REEL SIXTEEN

REEL SEVENTEEN

43759
43760
43761
43762

43763
43764
43765
56568

23 Jun 1855 - 28 Jun 1856
29 Jun 1856 - 13 Jul 1857
14 Jul 1857 - 6 Jun 1859
6 Jun 1859 - 4 May 1860

4 May 1860 - 3 Apr 1861
4 Apr 1861 - 3 Apr 1862
3 Apr 1862 - 4 Apr 1863
5 Jul 1863 - 10 Jun 1865



