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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Harvester Microform is proud to introduce a major new collection of women’s periodicals from the
British Library Newspaper Library at Colindale. As well as complementing the already extensive
range of radical periodicals publications, this selection constitutes a full and invaluable source for
the study of the social and political history of women and their place in society in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.

The periodicals included cover every aspect of the surge of emancipationist activities between the
passing of the Married Women’s Property Act in 1870 and the gaining of full, universal suffrange
in 1928, They also reflect the dramatic impact upon women’s lives of the First World War. A wide
range of political viewpoints are registered on the subjects of education, work, religion, temperance
and social reform and the periodicals, although all sharing a common interest in women’s suffrange,
range from the evangelical and strongly pacifist Free Church Suffrange Times (1913-1915), to the
highly political Women’s Franchise (1907-1911) and the Internationalist journal published by the
Communist Party of Great Britain - Woman Worker (1926-1927). Contributors include Beatrice
Webb, Millicent Fawcett, Phillip Snowden, H.N. Brailsford and many others.

A list of contents appears at the beginning of each reel giving the full title, dates and issue numbers
of each periodical included in the programme. Changes of title and occasional missing issues have
been indicated, both on the contents page and on publisher’s notes.

As with any collection of material of this age and diversity there is some variation in quality and this
Is inevitably reflected in the image achieved. Many of the periodicals were produced with an eye to
cconomy and printed on poor quality or even coloured paper. There may also be a small amount of
text lost due to torn pages. These original characteristics occasionally present difficulties of image
and contrast which stringent tests and camera alterations cannot always overcome. We sought to
exercise responsible care in the production of this collection and to meet the standards established
by the National Microfilm Association (NMA) and the American National Standards Institute
{ANSI).
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