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EDITOR'S NOTE

The selection of materials in these programmes is determined by the desire to
reproduce as economically and manageabley as possible the most significant historical
meaterial for the period. The board dates chosen, about 154 0 to about 1660, conform
with most of the other Harvester Microform editions of documents from the early
modemn era. The aim in reproducing catalogues and indexes is to put the reader in the
same position as if he or she were visiting the repository where the documents are held.

The simplify reference to printed catalogues and conform to the wishes of the holding
libraries and depositories complete volumes are chosen for reproduction. Volumes of
which a substantial part is outside the above dates are excluded. Transcripts of earlier
documents, even though made between 1540 and 1660, are also excluded. Inevitably
some earlier documents are reproduced if they appear in a volume containing a
substantial amount concerned with our chosen period.

Volumes are also excluded if they are: 1) concerned primarily with the history of
continental Europe or other parts of the World; 2) concerned with British history, but
are of less significaance for public affairs. Examples of the second category are
volumes devoted to heraldry and genealogy, transcripts of material easily or more
acturately obtainable elsewhere (including copies of printed books), medical recipes
and some works of natural philosophy, some law reports and commonplace books,
formal orations, some theological tracts and sermons, some English or Latin prose and
verse and school exercise books. But exclusion under this second category is not
automatic, and a judgement has been made about how far the reproduction of anay
particular volume is likely to be useful to British historical research.



The following volumes are excluded from this part because they are:

1)  of continental European interest:
449, 490, 553, 579, 582, 612, 650, 678, 680

2)  of oriental interest:
414, 415, 496, 499-503 inclusive, 576

3)  formal legal documents:
400, 566

4)  statutes of the Order of the Garter:
394, 567

5)  genealogical and/or heraldic interest:
437, 465, 506, 521, 578, 588, 615, 639, 709, 710

6)  poetry:
393, 558, 573

7)  mainly post 1660:
466, 467, 569

8)  generally available elsewhere (usually in print) or of insufficent interest:
397, 405, 474, 486, 509, 557, 570, 694, 695

All other omissions are of mainly pre-1540 volumes and/or of theological or
philosophical interest.
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