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General Preface

This inventory is one of several prepared as part of the archival preservation program at the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, a division of The New York Public Library.

The Schomburg archival preservation program involves the organization and preservation
of primary source material held by the Center and of significance to the study of the black
experience. It also prepares detailed inventories to these records, thereby making the informa-
tion contained therein accessible to scholars.

The staff and supplies for this program were made available through a combination
of funds and services provided by the Research Libraries, the National Endowment for the
Humanities, and the state of New York,
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introduction

The Universal Negro Improvement Association and African Communities” League 1s an
international self-help organization founded in Jamaica, British West Indies, by Marcus Garvey
in 1914, Its objectives are to establish a Universal Confraternity among the race; to promote
the spirit of pride and love; to reclaim the fallen; to administer to and assist the needy; to assist
in civilizing the backward tribes of Africa; to assist in the deveiopment of Independent Negro
Nations and Communities; to establish Commissionaries or Agencies in the principal coun-
tries and cities of the world for the representation and protection of all Negroes irrespective of
nationality; to promote a conscientious Spiritual worship among the native tribes of Africa: to
establish Universities, Colleges, Academies and Schools for the racial education and culture
of the people; to conduct a worldwide Commercial and Industrial Intercourse for the good of
the People; to work for better conditions in all Negro communities.

In 1916, Marcus Garvey moved to New York and began organizing divisions of the Asso-
ciation in various parts of the United States. By 1920 he was able to ctaim four militon follow-
ers, and by 1923 some six million. Besides the divisions, which were the basic units of the
organization, Garvey established auxiliaries to carry out special aspects of his general pro-
gram. These included the Universal African Legion, a paramilitary group, the Universal Black
Cross Nurses, the Universal African Motor Corps, the Black Eagle Flying Corps, and the Black
Star Steamship Line.

The annual conventions of the UN.LA. ("International Conventions of the Negro Peoples
of the World™) attracted many thousands of people who participated in the month-long series
of programs, planning sessions, parades, and discussion groups. Resolutions were discussed
and passed stating the official positions of the “400,000,000 Negroes of the world” on the
pressing matters of the day. Often these conventions are more remembered by observers for
the pomp and ceremony that accompanied them than for the tremendous amount of discussion
and anaiysis of the condition of the black man which took place during the annual thirty-one
days of meetings.

The Central Division, whose records constitute this record group. came into being in 1936
and was a development arising out of the fractionalization of the U.N.LA. movement follow-
ing Garvey's imprisonment in 1926 and his subsequent deportation. In 1926 the leadership of
New York Division #340 was evicted from the U.N.LA. Liberty Hall building in New York by
the incipient Garvey Club. The group. headed by Capt. A. L. King, formed the Pioneer Ne-
groes of the World. Later, in August 1929, a temporary reconciliation occurred when Garvey
reincorporated the U.N.LA. in Jamaica under the name Universal Negro Improvement Asso-
ciation and African Communities’ League of the World.

Also, in August, Captain King attended the Sixth International Convention of Negro Peoples
of the World in Kingston as one of the American delegates. He served as president of the
reinstated New York Division until another split occurred in 1936, This time he left the divi-
sion and established an independent unit—the Central Division—which appealed 1o Garvey
for the recognition that it was subsequently granted.



Scope and Content

The material included in this record group constitutes the bulk of the office files of the
Central Division of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, an international self-help
organization founded and headed by Marcus Garvey. The records, discovered in an abandoned
building on Lenox Avenue in New York City by members of a local antinarcotics organization,
The Community Thing, were divided into {wo bodies. The poriion represented herein was
acquired by the Schomburg Center in late spring of 1970 and contains approximately 10,500
items. The balance was retained by The Community Thing and is held in storage at the Metro-
politan Applied Research Center in New York.

The record group is composed of the office files of the Central Division of the UN.LA.
and includes the division's administrative records, correspondence, and other related materials
that were retained for various reasons. It also contains certain documents that appear to have
been inherited from the U.N.LLA.’s Parent Body, originally located in New York City but sub-
sequently moved to Kingston, Jamaica, and later to London, England. In addition to the Parent
Body’s material, the group contains records relating to organizations that were affiliated with
the U.N.LA. {for example, Garvey Clubs, UN.LA. City Council (New York), and Pan-African
Community League), or were actually suborganizations within the divisions (for instance, Black
Cross Nurses, Juvenile Cadet Corps, and Central Choral Singers), as well as some records of
the New York Division from which Captain King split to form the Central Division.

The entire record group is divided into the following nine series:

Series A: Early Records (Inherited from the Parent Body and Other Sources) consists
of miscellancous documents and reports, generally arranged in chronological order. Two groups
of items in this series deserve special attention. First, is the Daily Receipts and Disbursement
Reports, which were submitted to the Parent Body by a number of significant divisions in
1922. Second, is the set of membership loan books that documents the system whereby mem-
bers loaned money to the U.N.ILA. and received annual accumulations of interest from peri-
odic installments paid by the Association. The series also includes a set of 3"x5" file cards that
lists nearly all of the active divisions of the U.N.1.A. in 1926 and 1927, and gives the number
of each chapter or division, along with the names and addresses of the president and secretary
reported by each one. Due to limited space on microfilm, the cards have not been included but
instead a typed list of the divisions is represented. The original cards are stored with the rest of
the record group at the Schomburg Center and are accessibie upon request.

Series B: New York Division consists primarily of scattered administrative and financial
reports of the division during the time Captain King was active with it and before his departure
and establishment of the Central Division in 1936.

Series : Central Division, Administrative Records, includes records such as financial
reports, attendance and dues reports, membership lists, minutes of meetings, bills and receipts,
and copies of two in-house organs, the Cenrralist Bulletin and the Harlem Sentinel, which
were edited by King. The material is arranged alphabetically by titles of the reports.

Series : Central Division, Correspondence, contains the body of the division’s corre-
spondence, including communications between Captain King and international UN.LA. offi-
cials, such as Marcus Garvey, as well as leaders of other divisions and chapters across the
country. The correspondence illustrates the scope of the U.N.LA’s interests and activities dur-
ing the late 1930s and 1940s and includes the personal feelings and observations of numerous
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Scope and Content 4

people, both famous and unknown, who filled the ranks of the organization during the two
decades following Garvey’s departure from this country.

Series E: Central Division, Subject and Organization Files, consists of similar material,
but most of the correspondence is simply that received from other organizations, often with no
apparent response. The subject files, which are interfiled with the organizations, again illus-
trate the interests of the UN.LA. Included are files on consumer affairs, immigration and
naturalization, politics, and welfare cases.

Series F: Central Division, Programs and Activities Files, contains chronologically ar-
ranged material primarily relating to the local programs of the division: leaflets describing
rallies and mass meetings, lecture series, printed programs of anniversary celebrations, and
calls for support of specific projects. The series also includes some material relating to the
various committees, such as the one that organized the Special Memorial Service observing
the death of Marcus Garvey in 1940, or the American-London Delegation that visited with the
founder of the UN.LLA. in 1936.

Series G: Scrapbook (Clippings on the Italo-Ethiopian Crisis, 1934-33) appearstobe a
personal project of Captain King, consisting of thousands of mounted clippings, mostly from
New York daily newspapers, that follow the day-by-day developments as Italian forces moved
in, overcame local resistance, and temporarily colonized Ethiopia as a part of Italian East
Africa.

Series H: U.N.LA. Affiliate Organization Files includes various records relating to other
organizations under the umbrella of the UN.LLA. such as the UN.LA. City Council (New
York), which appears to have been a loose federation of the New York City and Brooklyn
Divisions; the Pan-African Community League #808; the Garvey Club Inc.; and the Brooklyn
Divisions, which cooperated with the Central Division, the Newark Division, and the City
Council on a number of projects.

Series I: Miscellaneous contains everything that did not fit into the preceding eight series,
including boxes of greeting cards received by the Central Division, photographs, texts of songs,
engraved printing plates, as well as duplicate copies of pamphlets, leaflets, and other material
that appears elsewhere in the record group. This last series was not microfilmed.
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Reel
No.

1

Box
No.

!

Series A: Early Records (Inherited from the
Parent Body and Other Sources)

Foilder/Contents

al U.N.LA. Certificate of Membership

a2 Universal Negro Improvement Association and African
Communities’ League “Constitucion y Libros de Leyes,” 1918

a3 U.N.LA. Declaration of Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World,
Drafted and Adopted at the Convention held in New York,
1920. Marcus Garvey, chairman

a4 Parent Body, Receipt Book, 1921

as Universal Negro Improvement Association and African Communi-
ties’ League, Constitution and Book of Laws, 1918 (as amended
1920, 1921, and 1922}

a6 Parent Body, Trial Balance Book of U.S. Divisions, 1922

a7 Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #2
(Brooklyn, New York), April-November 1922

al Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #20
(Norfolk, Virginia), July-September 1922

as Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #79
(Buffalo, New York), June 1922

al0  Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #123
(Youngstown, Ohio), September 1922

all  Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #1235
(Detroit, Michigan), March~September 1922

al2  Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #125
(Detroit, Michigan), October 1922

al3  Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #142
(Columbus, Ohio), May-September 1922

al4  Parent Body, Daily Receipts and Disbursements, Division #142
(Columbus, Ohio), October 1922-October 1923

al5  Marcus Garvey, “An Appeal to the Soul of White America: The
Solution to the Problem of Competition between Two Opposite
Races . . . by Marcus Garvey . . . reprint from magazine, 1923.7

alé  Divisions of the UN.LA., 1925-27

al7  Divisional Listings (domestic)

al8  Divisional Listings (international}

al9  Negro World, Report for President’s Office from Executive
Office, Parent Body, African Communities’ League, August 20~
December 31, 1524

a2 'Treasurer’s Report of African Communities” League for President’s
Office, January and December 1924



6 Reel Contents
Reel  Box
No. Ne. Folder/Contents
1 2 a2l  “Three Articles on the Negro Problem”: “Should the Color Line
Go” by Robert Watson Winston, “The Negro’s Greatest Enemy”
by Marcus Garvey, and “The Negro Exodus from the South” by
Eric D. Waldron (Press of UN.LA., 1924)
a22  Black Cross Navigation and Trading Company, Salesman’s Report-
Loan, 1924 and 1925
a23  Convention Program, New York Local, UN.LA., August 15-21,
1926 (Commonwealth Casino, New York)
a24 UN.LA. vs. UN.LA. (Court of Common Pleas, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania), March 1926
a25  Parent Body, Statement of Executive Salaries Ending May 15, 1926
a26  Parent Body, Office of the Secretary-General, Receipt Book,
October 27-November 11, 1926 and sample pages
a27  Parent Body, Correspondence re Liberty Hall, 1927
a28 U.N.I.A. and African Communities’ League of the World, August
1929, Constitution and Book of Laws, August 1929
a29  UN.IA. Inc., vs. UN.LA. of August 1929 of the World, Parent
Body and DeMena (Supreme Court, state of New York)
1 3 a30  Parent Body, Membership and Expense Ledger, 1926-36 (nearly
blank)
a3l  Parent Body, Forms, Change of Officers
a32  Parent Body, Forms, Universal African Legion, Monthly Report
a33  Negro World, Correspondence, 1932
a3d  Negro World, Correspondence, 1933
a33  Negro World, Correspondence, 193536
a36  Negro World, Galley Sheets
a37  Negro World, S. A. Haynes, “Through Black Spectacles .. .”
1 4 Membership Loan Books, 1922-23 (Loans to the Association by members

to be paid on regular basis “for use in the furtherance of the Industrial,
Commercial, and Africultural purposes of the Association in its Construc-
tion Pians in the interest of the race.”)

Arrangement by Division According to Serial Numbers Assigned

101200 New York, New York

701-800  Wilmington, Delaware, #83

801-900  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

901-1000  Baltimore, Maryland

1101-1200  Cleveland, Ohio, #59
1201-1300  Youngstown, Ohio
1301-1400  Detroit. Michigan
14011500  Buffalo, New York
15011600  Pitsburgh, Pennsyivania
16011700  Cincinnati, Ohio
17011800 Columbus, Ohnio
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Reel Box
No. No. Folder/Contents
i 4 19012000  Chicago, lllinois
2001-2100  Washington, DC, #183
2101-2200  Cincinnati, Ohio
2501-2600 New York, New York
2601-2700  Gary, Indiana, #185
270312800  Harntramck
2801-2900  Norfolk, Virginia, #20
3101-3200  Detroit, Michigan
3201-3300  Detroit, Michigan
3301-3400  Cincinnati, Ohio
34013500  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The loan books have not been microfilmed, but the originals are available
upon request at the Schomburg Center.
Series B: New York Division
2 5 bl Ledger (officers, membership, dues, and attendance), 1934-35

b2 Financial Reports, 1933-35

b3 Form Letters, 1935

b4 Forms, Miscellaneous

bS5 “Lucky 9 Club,” Minutes, January 3, 1934-October 11, 1935
b6 Membership Lists, 1935

b7 Campaign Book for New Membership, n.d.

b8 Minutes, January 1935-April 1936

b9 Minutes, Board of Directors, 1935

b10  New York Division vs. James N. Eastmond, 1934

Series C: Central Division, Administrative Records

cl Aesops of Bylaws (Article 11}

c2 Attendance Reports, 1938

c3 Attendance Reports, 193945 (scattered reports and written
€XCUses)

c4 Centralist Bulletin, 1941—-44 (Vol. 1, nos. 1 and 3; Vol. 2, nos. 1. 2,
3, 4,5, 6,and 9)

¢35 Financial Reports, July 1938

ch Financial Reports, 1938-39

c7 Financial Reports, 1940

c8 Bills and Receipts, Consolidated Edison Company of New
York, 193746 (before 1937 see New York Edison Company)

9 Bills and Receipts, Estwick Brothers Inc., 193742 (Rent
Receipts)

cl0  Bilis and Receipts, Hinds Printery, 194249
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& Reel Contents
Reel  Box
No. No. Folder/Contents
2 5 c¢ll  Bills and Receipts, New York Edison Company, 1935-36 (after
1936 see Consolidated Edison Company)

cl2  Bills and Receipts, New York Telephone, 1935-5%
ci3  Bills and Receipts, Pyramid Press, 1935-41
cl4  Bills and Receipts, 1935
¢l5  Bills and Receipts, 1936
c¢16  Bills and Receipts, 1937
¢17  Bills and Receipts, 1938
cl18  Bills and Receipts, 1939
c19  Bills and Receipts, 1940-45

2 6 c20  Bills and Receipts, 1946-49
c2l  Bills and Receipts, 195058
c22  Dues, n.d.
€23 Harlem Sentinel, Capt. A. L. King, editor (Vol. 1, Nos. | and 2,

May and July 1938)

c24  Letterhead Stationery, n.d.
¢25  Membership Lists, n.d.
¢26  Minutes of Meetings, January 19-December 22, 1938
c27  Minutes of Meetings, January 3—March 20, 1940
c28  Minutes of Meetings, 1942
c29  Minutes of Meetings, (unofficial), 1938-40
¢30  Officers’ Schedules, 1945-46
c31  Special Notes, 1937
¢32  Bilack Cross Nurses, Minutes of Meetings, 1939-40
¢33  Black Cross Nurses, Uniforms
¢34 Central Choral Singers, Financial Records, 1941-42
¢35  Central Chorus, Financial Report on Dance, 1942
€36  Central Unemployed Unit, Minutes of Meeting, October 26, 1937
c37  Central Unemployed Unit, Lists of Cards Issued, 1940 (incomplete)
c38  Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 1938-41 (A)
c39  Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 193841 (Bai-Bra)
c40  Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 1938-41 (Bre-By)
¢4l Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 1938-41 (C-Je)
¢42  Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 1938—41 (Joh-K)
c43  Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 1938-41 (L-P)

3 7 c44  Central Unemployed Unit, Registrations, 1938—-41 (R-W)
¢45  Central Youth Circle, Roll Book, n.d.
c¢46  Central Youth League, Receipt and Guest Books, 1940
¢47  Ceniralist Fund, Financial Reports, February 1939-November 1940
c48  Centralist System, Membership and Contributions Register, 1945
¢49  Centralist System, Membership Cards (signed), 1946-50
¢50  EHxecutive (Office of the), Memorandums, 1936-38
¢35t Juvenile Cadet Corps, Application and Registration Blanks, 1941
¢52  Juvenile Department, Attendance and Membership Book,

September 23, 1939 and 1942
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Reel Box
No. No. Folder/Contents

3 7 c¢53  Juvenile Department, Miscellaneous, 1932-43
¢54  Nurses Division #100A, Reports, July and August 1937
c55  Propaganda, (Bureau of), Manuscript of Booklet, n.d.
c56  Social Service Exchange, 1937
c¢57  Universal Sporting Club, Financial Records, n.d.

Series D: Central Division, Correspondence

3 8 dl A, 1934-45
d2 Alleyne, Issiah Alonza (obituary and condolences), 1935-38
d3 Andrews, William T., 193441
d4 B, 193542
ds Bilbo, Senator Theodore G. (D-Miss.), 1939
dé Boltram, J. A. (assistant national representative), 1935
d7 Braithwaite, Edna, 1936--45
d8 Brooklyn Divisions (U.N.LA.), 1934-50
do Brown, E., 1935-40
di0 C, 1935-44
dit  Cardoze, Carmen L., 1942-45
di2  Collins, Edwin H. (bishop, Coptic Orthodox Church), 193742
d13  Collins, Ethel M. (secretary-general, Parent Body, UN.LA)),
1938-42
di4 D, 1936-42
d15  Davis, John A. (national secretary, National Negro Congress), 1937
416  de Mena, Mrs. L. T., 1933
d17  Dench, Eustace E., 1936-37
d18  Donahue, J. E. (Greyhound Managing Company), 1937
d19 E, 1937-59
d20 F, 1938-43
d2t G, 193545
d22  Garvey, Mrs. Louise, 1935-45
d23  Garvey, Marcus, 1935-39
d24  Garvey, Mrs. Marcus (Amy J.), 1940-46
d25  Gasper, Victor C. (National Joint Conference Committee), 1939-41
d26  Gibbons, Benjamin (Garvey Club), 1943-45
d27  Giddings, Mrs. J. P. (Norfolk Division, UN.1.A.}, 1938-42
d28  Goldston, Morris J. (attorney), 1935-37

3 g d29  Gordan, Horace (attorney), 193740
d30  Grissom, N. H. (commissioner of Wisconsin, UN.LA.), 1938-42
d3i  H, 1935-41
d32  Harvey, Thomas (commissioner of New York, UN.LA.}, 1935-40
d33  Haynes, S. A, {national representative, UN.LA)), 193443
d34  Howell, Clarence V. (Reconciliation Trips Inc.), 1935
d35 I, 1935-45
d36  International (miscellaneous), 1936-37
d37 ), 193545
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Reei Box
Ne. No. Folder/Contents
3 9 d38  Jarvis, Alice M., 193644
d39  Jones, Benjamin W. (Philadelphia Division), 193643
d40 K, 1936-45
d4! King. A. L.
d42  King, A. L. (notice of impeachment from New York Division
presidency, 1936, and letters of resignation from Central
Division and City Council, UN.LA., 1939)
d43  King, A. L. “Negro Panic” (article for The Federation)
d44  King, A. L., Postcards Received (miscellaneous)
d4s 1., 1936-45
d46  Lewis, Raymond (president, New York Vangard Division), 1937-49
d47 Lewis, Lieutenant {testimony at trial, February 27, 1936, Captain
Jarvis, plaintiff)
d48 Mc, 1935
d49  McHurst, A. J. W. (Robbins, Illinois), 1940
ds0 M, 193545
d51  Marshall, John (Brooklyn Division and City Council, UN.L.A.},
193941
d52  Mudgal, Hucheshwar G., 1935
d53  Mudgal, Hucheshwar G. (editor of Negro World), “Marcus Garvey:
Is He the True Redeemer of the Negro?” (pamphlet), 1932
d34 N, 1938-44
ds5 Newark Division, 1935-38
d56 Newport News Division, 1936
d57  Newspaper Editors, 1935-39
4 10 ds8 O, 193544
d59 P, 1936-39
d60  Parks, Harold (Advance Division, New York), 1938
d61  Parris, Euston, 1937-44 (includes Report on Proceedings of the
Negro Emancipation Celebration Committee, n.d.)
d62  Parris, Euston, Gilbert and Florence (insurance policies}
d63  Pitt, B. J. Spences (chairman, Rehabilitation Committee), 193645
d64 Powell, Rev. Adam C., Jr., 1937 (see also Abyssinian Baptist
Church)
d65  Powell, C. B. (editor of the Amsterdam News), 1938-39
d66 R, 1936-39
d67 Ramsey, Walter (president, New York Division), 1936-37
d68  Reddick, L. D. “World Aspects of the Negro Struggle.” 1943
d69  Ritchie Family, 1937-41
d70  Ritchie, Claudia, 1936-39
d71  Robinson, E. S. (Chicago Division), 1934-35
d72 8, 1934-44
d73  Spence, Clara, 193840
d74  Stewart, BEdward, 1926
d75  Stewart, James R. (president-general, Parent Body), 1540

d76

Seuary, Clinton, 1936-39
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Reel Box
No. No. Folder/Contents
4 10 d77 T, 1937-40

d78  Taub, Allen, 1935-44

d79  Thomas, C. (Parent Body), 1940

d80  Thomas, Mrs. Catherine, 1937

d81  Thomas, Rev. S. A., 1934-37

d82 U, 1937

d83 VWV, 1935

d84  Valentine, Lewis J. (New York police commissioner), 1937-39
d85  Virginia Division (Norfolk), 1943

d86  Volman, E. Ralph (Garvey Club), 1936-37

d87 W, 1935-45

d88  Welcome, E. Eric, 1937

d89  White, Charles H., 1939

d90  Williams, V. J. (commissioner of New York State, U.N.1.A., 1929),

1940-41

d91  Winfield, Allen, Sr. (secretary, Wilmington, Delaware Division),
1936

d9z Y, 1944

d93  Yearwood, J. B. (secretary, Protemp., African International
Intelligence Brotherhood), 1935

ds4 Z, 1941

d95  Miscellaneous

Series E: Central Division, Subject and Organization Files

4 11 el A. C. Powell, Sr., Fund, 193445
e Adirondack Chair Company, 1935-36
e3 Advisory Committee on Negro Problems, 1937
e4 The African: Journal of African Affairs, 1943
e5 The African (organ of the Universal Ethiopian Student
Association}, n.d.
eb African Academy of Arts and Research, 194445
el The African Nationalist, Monrovia, Liberia, no. 2, November 1938
ed African Nationalist Pioneering Movement, 1942
e9 African Patriotic League, n.d.
el  African Universal Church, 1950
ell Afro-American Union, 1939
et?2  All Harlem Conference, 1936
e!l3  American Aid to Ethiopia, n.d.
ei4  American Committee for Anti-Nazi Literature, n.d.
et5  American Civil Rights Association, 193342
e16  American Labor Party, 1939
ei7  American Virgin Islands Civic Association, 194142
elf  American-West Indian Associagtion on Caribbean Affairs (Newton
Braithwaite, secretary}, 19472
ei9  Amsterdom News, 193545
220 Ashford Turner Branch, Communist Party, n.d.
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Reel Box
No. No. ¥older/Contentis
4 i1 e2l  Artucks Democratic Club, n.d.

e22  Beaver-Ramapo Democratic Club, 1937

e¢23  Better Harlem Association, 193945

e24  Boy Scouts of America (Manhattan Council), 1937

e25  British Information Services (pamphlets)

e26  Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 1935-40

e27  Caribbean Union, 1940

e28  Cardoza, Rita (case file)

¢29  Centra] Harlem Health Center, n.d.

¢30  Cheops Scholastic Center, 1941

€31  Cherubim, Zachariah (case of)

e32  Citizens’ Civic Affairs Committee (Brooklyn)

e33  Citizens’ Conference Committee, 1941

e34  Citizens’ Coordinating Committee (National Negro Day, June 27,
1941)

e35  Coalition Democratic Club, 1938

e36  Colored Young Memorial Foundation Inc., 1939-40

e37  Colored Protective League, n.d.

e38  Committee for Better Schools in Harlem, 1936-42

e39  Committee of 100, 1944

e40  Communist Party, 193540

e4l  Congress of Fraternal and Benevolent Organizations, 1942

e42  Consumer Affairs (correspondence)

e43  Coordinating Committee of Harlem Community Groups, 1939

e44  Costonie Temple (Prophet K. Costonie)

e45  Dunbar Literary Club, 1936

e46  Dunbar Rockaway Beach Baths Inc., 1936

e47  Eaton Benevolent Society Inc., 1940

e48 Elks (LB.P.O.EW.), 1935-41

€49  Employment (correspondence)

e50  Ethical Health Culture, 1939

e51  Ethiopia (miscellaneous)

e52  Ethiopian Historical Research Association, 1939

e53  Ethiopian School of Research History (Charles Seifert, director),
1943--44

e54  Ethiopian Seaman’s Club of New York City. 1936

e55  Ethiopian Social Club, 1935-36

e56  Ethiopian Students’ Association (James L. Brown, president), 1935

eS7  Ethiopian World Federation Inc., 193942

58  Federal Theater (Lafayette Theater), n.d.

e59  Federation of African Nationalist Organizations, 1957

e60  Fight for Freedom Inc., n.d.

e6l  First Centennial Church, n.d.

262  Friends of Harlem, n.d.

63 Golden State Mutual’s Negro Art Collection, California

e64  Greater New York Coordinating Committee for Employment, 1939

e65  Harlem Civic Exchange (bylaws, minutes of meetings), 193942
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¢66  Harlem Civic Organization, 1938

e¢67  Harlem Community Council, 1941

e68  Harlem Digest, 1939

e¢69  Harlem Evening Trade School, 1938

e¢70  Harlem Hospital

el Harlem Labor Union, 1938-40

e72  Harlem Legislative Committee, 1938

e73 Harlem Merchants’ Association, n.d.

e74  Harlem People’s Book Shop/Circulating Library, 1936

e75  Harlem Press Club of New York, 1938-40

e76  Harlem Veterans Executive Committee

e77  Harlem Welfare Committee, n.d.

e78  Harlem-Washington Heights Council, Workers” Alliance

e79  Harlem’s Welfare Digest (published by the staff of the New York
Urban League, Vol. 1, no. 1)

¢80  Housing (correspondence)

e81  Immigration and Naturalization, 193643 (correspondence)

e¢82  Independent Labor League of America, 1940

e83  International House, 1943

e84  International Labor Defense, 1936

e85  International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union

e86  International Progressive Sons and Daughters of Africa, 1939

e87  Joint Committee of Parent-Teachers Associations, 1941

¢88  Joint Council against Discriminatory Practices, 1936

e89  Kghel Beth B'nat Israel Inc., n.d.

e90  LaSalle Extension University, 193940

e91  League for Freedom, n.d.

€92  League for the Promotion of Negro Business Enterprises, n.d.

e93  The Liberal Survey, 1939

e94  Libra Shirt Company, 1933-36

e95  Lobby Committee on Greater Liberia Act, April 1939, 1940

e96  Lynchings

e97  March on Washington Movement, 1943

e98 Mayor’s Commission on Conditions in Harlem, 1935

€99  Metropolitan Guild, 1938

el00 Mother A M.E. Zion Church, 193536

el01 Mother AM.E. Zion Church Bulletin, 1936

el0?2 Mwalimu School, 1939

e103 National Asscciation for the Jewish Blind, 194445

el04 National Committee for Ethiopia, 1936

105 National Joint Conference Committee {Victor Gasper, chairman),
193541

€106 National Memorial Bookstore, n.d.

e107 National Negro Achievement Commission, 1939

el08 National Negro Business Planning Conference, 1939
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5 12 €109 National Negro Congress, 1935-40

e¢110 National Negro Foundation Inc., n.d.

elll National Negro Institutional Church of America, 1937

eliZ National Negro News, New York, Vol. 2, no. 3

ell3 Negro People’s Committee (Paul Robeson, international chairman)

eli4 Negro Youth, Vol. 1, January 1541

ell5 New Africa (monthly bulletin, Council on African Affairs), 1944

ell6é New Deal Democratic Club, 1940

ell7 New Era Party, 1944

e¢l18 New Harlem Tenants’ League

ell9 New Times and Ethiopia News, May 21, 1938

e¢120 New York Branch, Association for the Study of Negro Life
and History

el21 New York City, Emergency Relief Bureau, (Anna M. Arnold,
consultant on racial problems, 1937)

el22 New York City, Emergency Relief Bureau (Charlotte Carr,
executive director, 1937)

€123 New York City, Emergency Relief Bureau (Townsend Hands, Legal
Division, 1937)

el24 New York City, Emergency Relief Bureau (Joseph Sitrack, assistant
to director, 1936-37)

el25 New York City, Department of Public Welfare (William Hodson,
commissioner, 1937--38)

el26 New York City, Department of Public Welfare, D.O. #4

el?27 New York City, Department of Public Welfare, D.O. #25M, 1937

el28 New York City, Department of Public Welfare, D.O. #26

el29 New York City, Department of Public Welfare, ID.O. #28

¢130 New York City, Department of Public Welfare, D.O. #32

el3] New York Hippodrome

€132 New York Public Library, 1939

el33 New York State, Department of Labor, 1939

el34 New York State, Department of Social Welfare (Samue! Allen,
supervisor of race relations)

5 I3 el35 New York Urban League

el136 New York Worlds Fair, 1940 Inc.

el37 Newspaper Attacks on Garvey re Ethiopia

el38 Newsweek magazine, 1939

¢139 People’s Civic and Welfare Association, 194445

¢140 People’s Committee against Hearst, 1936

el4l People’s Cultural and Industrial Society, n.d.

¢142 Political Clubs, Miscellaneous, 1937

e143 Politics

eld4d  Post War World Council, 1942

2145 Powell, Raphael “Human Side of a2 People . . .7

el46 Progressive Literary and Dramatic Guild, n.d.
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el47 Progressive Political Association, Non-Partisan (Henry Veal,
founder and president), 1937

¢148 Provisional Committee for Cuba, 1935

e149 Provisional Committee for Defense of Ethiopia (see also Medical
Committee . . .), [935-36

e150 Provisional Committee in Defense of Anti-Lynching Bill, n.d.

2151 Race Relations Commissions (suggested list of organizations to be
invited)

152 Reno Girls Social Club, 1935

€153 St. Lucia United Association Inc., 1934

els4
elss
el56
el57
els8
eld9
el60

el6l
el62
el63
eclod
el6s
eleb
LY
el68
el69
el70
el7l
el?2
el73
el74

el75s
el76
el7?
el78
el79
2180
el8]
182
2183
el84
elE5
cl86
et87

St. Patti Holy Church, 1935

Scottsboro Defense Committee, 1936

Socialist Workers’ Party, 1939

La Stampa Libera, 1937

Teachers’ Union, Harlem Committee, 1935

Tenants” Committee for the 19th A.D.

Trade Union Non-Partisan Committee for the Selection of a Negro
to City Council, 1939

United Afro-American Union, 1939

United Aid for Ethiopia, 1936

United Sons and Daughters of Africa, 1958

1.8, Civil Service Commission, 1940

U.S. Justice (Department of), 1937

U.S. Post Office, New York General Office, 1935-38

U.S. Price Administration (Office of), 1942

U.S. State (Department of), 1935-42

U.S. Works Progress Administration, 1935-39

Unemployment Council of Greater New York, 1935

Union Mechanics Association, 1935

Uptown Chamber of Commerce, 1939

Utilities d”Haiti Inc., n.d.

The Voice of Ethiopia, New York, New York (Vol. 1, nos. 1 and 7,
January and March 1937), Balfour Bovell, editor

Wayside Mission

Welfare (correspondence), 193642

Welfare Cases, A, 1938

Welfare Cases, B, 193742

Welfare Cases, C, 1937

Welfare Cases, Crossley, Mrs. Elma

Welfare Cases, D, 1940

Welfare Cases, F, 1938

Welfare Cases, G, 1538

Welfare Cases, Green, Mrs, Leols

Welfare Cases, H, 1939

Weifare Cases, J, 1938

Welfare Cases, L, 1940
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5 13 el88 Welfare Cases, O, n.d.
el89 Welfare Cases, R, 1940
el190 Welfare Cases, S, 1939-40
el91 Welfare Cases, W, 1940
€192 Wright, Tallulah, 1944-45 (case file)
e193 Welfare Cases {unfinished), 1938-39
el94 Welfare Cases (unfinished), June 1939-September 1940
5 14 el95 West Indies National Council, 1941
el96 West Indies National Emergency Commission, 1940
e197 West Side Council against War and Fascism, 1936
e¢198 The Women’s Committee, Central Harlem Health Center
el199 Workers’ Alliance, 1940
200 World Calendar Association Inc., Journal of Calendar Reform,
194250
e201 YMCA, Harlem Branch, 1936—44
€202 Miscellaneous
Series F: Cenfral Division, Programs and Activities Files
& 14 f1 Bus Qutings (correspondence), 1937-41
2 General, 1934
3 Jamaica Convention (circulars), 1934
4 General, 1935
5 Dedication of the New York Division Headquarters, July 28, 1935
f6 Garvey Club Inc., 1935
7 General, 1936
8 American/Canadian Regional Conference, Minutes, 1936
9 American/London Delegation (A. L. King, chairman), 1936
f10  Negro Achievement Week, 1936
fll  General, 1937
f12  Second American/Canadian Conference, August 1937
f13  General, 1938
f14  Eighth International Convention of UN.LA., Toronto, Canada,
August 1938 (letter to Royal Bus Line announcing convention)
f15  Parent Body Rehabilitation Fund, New York State Drive, March-
May 1938
fl6  Popularity Contest (child and baby), 1938
f17  Popularity Contest (gala), 1938
f18  Sunday Programs (Central Division), 1938
f19 General, 1939
f20  School of African Philosophy, London (Marcus Garvey, principal),
Invitation to Graduation, 1939
f21  Sunday Programs (Central Division), 1939
£22  Third Anniversary Program, 1939

£23

General, 1940



Universal Negro Improvement Association 17

Reel Box
No. No. Folder/Contents
6 14 f24  Brooklyn Memorial Service for Marcus Garvey, August 4, 1940
£25 Fourth Anniversary Ceremonies, April 28, 1940
f26  Garvey Memorial Activities (service honoring Garvey held in his
memory, July 21, 1941, St. Marks Episcopal Church)
f27  Special Memorial Service Committee, Minutes of Meetings, July
1940
f28  Special Memorial Service Committee, Correspondence, 1940
f29  Sunday Programs (Central Division), 1940
f30  General, 1941
f31  Fifth Anniversary Ceremonies, April 27, 1941
f32  Grand Tri Color Rally and Commemorative Program (Garvey’s
birthday), August 17, 1941
f33  General, 1942
f34  Negro Bill of Rights, 1942
f35  Popularity Contest (childs), 1942
f36  Popularity Contest (youth), 1942
£37  General, 1943
f38  Garvey Memorial Liberty Hall Dedication, 1943
f39  Popularity Contest (junior), 1943
f40  Seventh Anniversary Ceremonies, April 25, 1943
f41  Seventh Anniversary Ceremonies, Correspondence
f42  General, 1944
f43  Rehabilitation Committee, Conference Agenda, 1944
f44  General, 1945
f45  Ninth Anniversary Celebration, 1945
f46  Norfolk Conference of Rehabilitating Committee (agenda),
August 1217, 1945
f47  Fifteenth Anniversary Celebrations, 1951
f48  General, n.d.
6 15 Series G: Scrapbook (Clippings on the
ltalo-Ethiopian Crisis, 1934-35)
Series H: U.N.LA. Affiliate Organization Files
6 16 hi The Black Man, Correspondence, 1933
h2 The Black Pilet, Oregonia, Ohio, Vol. 1, no. 33 (James R. Stewart,
editor)

h3 Brooklyn Divisien, Reports, 1930

h4 City Council, U.N.I.A., Correspondence, 1938-39

k5 City Council, UN.LA., Minutes of Meetings, February—July 1939

h6 City Council, UN.LA., Reports, 1938

h7 Garvey Club Inc., Correspondence, 193445

hE The New Negro World, Cleveland Ohio, Vol. 7, no, H{October 19,
1940)
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6 16 ho Pan-African Community League #808, 1938-39
h10  Second Regional Conference Committee on Garvey’s Return to
America, Correspondence, 1937-38
6 17 Series I: Miscellaneous
{not included on microfilm copy of records)
6 i8 Engraving Plates, The Negro World
6 19, 20 Duplicate copies of leaflets, pamphlets, and other records found elsewhere
in the record group
6 21 Empty envelopes found with the record group
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Introduction

The formation of the Negro Labor Committee on July 20, 1935, was a major breakthrough
in the black man’s struggle to involve himself in the labor movement and to bring organized
labor to the realization that its aspirations could only be achieved by giving equal consider-
ation to all workers regardless of race, creed, or color. In 1925, Frank R. Crosswaith and a
number of other labor leaders had organized the Trade Union Committee for Organizing Ne-
gro Workers, with the goal of encouraging blacks to unionize. Later, in 1934, a number of the
same leaders, with the active support of the Socialist party, founded the Harlem Labor Com-
mittee with somewhat the same objective.

The First Negro Labor Conference was called together under the auspices of the Harlem
Labor Committee and was composed of elected delegates, both blacks and whites, from 110
progressive labor unions. The purpose of the conference was to consider the economic plight
of black workers and to develop a program of action calculated to aid them in securing better-
paid jobs other than the more-or-less menial jobs (dishwasher, porter, cook), to which tradition
had long confined black people following the overthrow of slavery. A second objective of the
conference was to remove the serious threat that the unorganized black worker represented to
the organized labor movement.

The conference elected a committee of twenty-five members who proceeded to establish
the Negro Labor Committee and to map out a program of action; the committee was headed by
Frank R. Crosswaith. Other officers were Vice Chairmen A. Philip Randolph (Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters), Thomas G. Young (Building Service Employees’ Union), Julius Hochman
(ILGWU), Abraham Miller (Amalgamated Clothing Workers), and Morris Feinstone (United
Hebrew Trades); treasurer, Philip Kapp (Joint Board, Dressmakers’ Union); financial secre-
tary, Winifred Gittens (ILGWU); and organizer, Noah A. Walter, Jr. (Laundry Workers’ Union).

One of the Committee’s first projects was the establishment of the Harlem Labor Center—
Labor’s Home in Harlem-—at 312 West 125th Street. The Center was dedicated on Decem-
ber 15, 1935, and its opening was accompanied by an intensive campaign of education and
organization. The founders of the Negro Labor Committee did not claim credit for anything
original in their action, for

... we recall with pride that other minority groups in the world of work when faced with problems
similar to the problems the Negro workers now face, adopted identical methods of meeting and solving
their problems. . . . The Negro worker has been referred to as the “Scab of America.”. . . While the facts
do not wholly justify this appellation, nevertheless, it is true that in every major industrial struggle in
the U.8. within the fast two decades, the Negro worker has played a vital, if not always, complimentary
role.

Unfortunately, organized labor in too many instances, both by sins of omission and commission,
has driven the Negro worker into the open and welcome arms of the employers with the result that the
Negro has developed an unfriendly attitude toward the labor movement and a corresponding affection
for the employers of labor.

. in spite of some fine resolutions and official pronouncements ou the subject there are still
unions that either openly bar Negro workers from membership through clauses in their Constitution,
bylaws or rituals, and that covertly discriminate against the Negro worker by practices more clogquent
and effective than pronouncements, resolutions, or Constittions can ever be.

in dealing with the double dilemma of the black worker, the Negro Labor Committee sought
to organize unorganized black workers and to break down the barriers within the existing labor

20
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movement. It sought the affiliation of additional unions and locals with or without black mem-
bership in order to provide for the broadest possible participation in its work and to ensure the
maintenance of the Harlem Labor Center as the home of legitimate labor movement among
black and white workers in Harlem. The Committee also lent its support to unions engaged in
organization and strike activities among black workers, and it established the Negro Labor
News Service, which disseminated information on events about or relating to black labor
throughout the country.

During the 1930s and 1940s the Negro Labor Committee played a key role in expanding
the ranks of organized black labor and in overcoming barriers within the labor movement
itself. It sponsored conferences, trained organizers, and carried out highly publicized cam-
paigns against discriminatory practices, both in labor and management. Furthermore, the Com-
mittee successfully led the fight against Communist efforts to use black labor problems as
vehicles toward its own ends.

At its height the Committee represented over 250,000 black and white workers and was
widely acknowledged and respected as the voice of black labor. Time and events have marched
on, but we must not forget the contributions that this organization and its leaders have made to
the status of the black worker in American labor today.

Frank R. Crosswaith, founder and longtime chairman of the Negro Labor Committee, was
born in Fredericksted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands, on July 16, 1892. While still in his teens, he
moved to New York City. His aspiration was to become a lawyer; however, his involvement in
the labor and socialist movements in Harlem cost him his job. Instead, with the aid of a schol-
arship, he enrolled at the Rand School of Social Sciences. After graduation his work in both
movements increased. He became a lecturer for the school, a socialist organizer and lecturer
for the League for Industrial Democracy, and a national organizer for the International Ladies’
Garment Workers’ Union.

Contending that the problems of biack people were kindred to those of all working people,
and that the aspiration of labor could only be achieved by giving equal consideration to all
workers regardless of race, creed, or color, Crosswaith soon gained widespread recognition as
an outstanding speaker and proponent of the cause of all oppressed people. His stance as an
uncompromising foe of communism earned him the proud distinction of being its number one
target. He argued quite effectively that communism was merely using the grievances of black
people for cheap political propaganda. Furthermore, the Ku Klux Klan openly threatened
Crosswaith for charging it with the infamous race riot among the sharecroppers in Elaine,
Arkansas. He was likewise attacked by antilabor employers for his opposition to their attempts
to use black workers as pawns to thwart the efforts of organized labor.

Nevertheless, even those who disagreed with Crosswaith’s bitter, aithough eloquent, crifi-
cisms of the blemishes of American democracy respected him for his ideals and unswerving
devotion to his people and working peoples everywhere. He brought to the surface the ugly
sores of racial prejudice, political opportunism, and economic barbarism, all of which ham-
pered the achievement of constructive progress of Negro civil rights.

Frank Crosswaith also was an effective labor organizer, who cofounded the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters and helped to organize unions for elevator operators and constroctors,
mechanics, barbers, laundry workers, motion picture operators, grocery clerks, dining car
employees, drug clerks, and many other labor groups. He also wrote a regular column, “Look-
ing around and Beyond,” which discussed problems relating to black labor and appeared in
several black newspapers from 1939 to 1943, Furthermore, he served as the first labor member
of the New York City Housing Authority, a post to which he was appointed by Mayor Fiorello
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Henry LaGuardia. At a testimonial dinner in honor of his seventieth birthday, Crosswaith was
cited as “the pioneer veteran, champion of labor and loyal public servant who has devoted his
life to the economic and social welfare of all workers. Male and female workers of America—
Negro, white and all races-—have drawn strength and inspiration from the fervor and passion
of Frank R. Crosswaith’s lifelong devotion to the cause of labor.”

Chronology
July 16, 1892 Born in Fredericksted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands
1915 Married Alma E. Besard of Charleston, South Carolina
1925 Cofounded the Trade Union Committee for Organizing Negro Workers
August 25, 1925 Cofounder and general organizer of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters
1934 Candidate for Congress, 21st Congressional District, New York
1935 Established the Negro Labor News Service
July 20, 1935 Cofounder and chairman of the Negro Labor Committee
1936 Coauthored, with Alfred Baker Lewis, “True Freedom for Negro and
White Labor”
1937 Cofounded the Negro Labor Assembly
1938 Candidate for Congress, 21st Congressional District, New York
1939 Candidate for City Council, New York
1939-43 Authored column “Looking around and Beyond™
1941 Appointed to Selective Service Board #76

Member of A. Philip Randolph’s March on Washington Committee
Broadcast one-half hour regular radio program on WEVD

1942 Appointed to the New York City Housing Authority by Mayor
Fiorello Henry LaGuardia

1945 Cofounded the Liberal Party

1946 Reappointed to New York City Housing Authority (served until 1956)

1951 Testimonial dinner given in Crosswaith’s honor (proceeds turned over
to Frank R. Crosswaith Labor Education Fund)

1952 Cofounded the Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A.

March 1, 1952 Chairman, Conference on Problems of the Negro Worker and the
Community

May 18, 1957 Chairman, Conference on Labor’s Responsibility towards Integration
in the New York City Public Schools

July 16, 1957 Testimonial dinner honoring sixty-fifth birthday

October 25, 1958 Coorganized Youth March on Washington for Integrated Schools
December 8, 1962 Secventieth birthday reception
1963 Helped organize the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom

June 18, 1965 Died



Scope and Content

The Negro Labor Committee Record Group consists of the complete noncurrent office
files of the Committee and the personal papers of Frank R. Crosswaith, founder and longtime
chairman of the Committee. These documents, containing approximately 18,500 items, were
transferred to the Schomburg Center for processing and preservation by the Committee in
1971. The records are divided into two major series, each with a number of subseries, as out-
lined below.

Series I: Office Files of the Negro Labor Committee

This series is subdivided into three subseries reflecting the general practice of the
Committee’s office staff under the supervision of its secretary, Winifred Gittens. The first
subseries is primarily historical and administrative and includes records of the organizations
that preceded the Negro Labor Committee—the Trade Union Committee for Organizing Ne-
gro Workers (1925) and the Harlem Labor Committee (1934)—as well as items summarizing
the Committee’s general interests and activities from its founding in 1935 to 1969, the record
group cutoff date. This first subseries also contains the general correspondence (Communica-
tions Received and Answered) of the Committee (arranged chronologically), and also admin-
istrative records such as minutes of meetings, committee reports, financial records, form letters,
and letterhead stationary.

The second subseries contains the general subject and activities files of the Committee.
Arranged alphabetically, it includes material on conferences and conventions in which the
Comimittee participated, documents relating to activities and special projects of the Committee
(for example, Harlem Labor Center, Scholarship Benefit Fund, Negro Labor Committee-U.S.A.,
anniversary journals, and the proposed 1943 march on Washington, in addition to the monthly
minutes of the Negro Labor Assembly, of which the Negro Labor Committee was an integral
part. Furthermore, this subseries contains the regular press releases of the Negro Labor News
Service from 1935 to 1951.

Finally, the third subseries consists of the files of the individual unions and locals that were
affiliated with the Negro Labor Committee and that joined it in many of its projects, programs,
and activities. The files present a cross-section of the progressive labor movement in New
York City during the 1930s and 1940s.

Series li: Personail Files of Frank R. Crosswaith

In this section, the first subseries {d) contains Crosswaith’s personal correspondence (pri-
marily “Letters of Appreciation”), biographical data, and materials relating to political cam-
paigns and testimonial dinners. These documents are followed by subseries (e), which consists
of Crosswaith’s writings and speeches. Included in this section are the typescripis of his col-
umn “Looking around and Bevond,” which appeared regularly in various black newspapers
from 1939 to 1943, as well as other articles and editorials printed in various publications. This
subseries also contains Crosswaith’s copies of “Letters to the Editor” (1940-1960), in which
he set forth his views and the official positions of the Negro Labor Committee on many of the
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major questions of the day. The last section of this subseries includes speeches and correspon-
dence relating to his numerous speaking engagements.

Subseries (f) is an organizational subject file that consists of materials regarding the many
organizations in which Crosswaith held membership, served on committees, or simply main-
tained an interest. These files demonstrate the wide span of his activities and interests. Subseries
(g) is similar to subseries (f) in that it again shows a broad field of interest. However, the
emphasis here is on people and personalities, friends and labor leaders with whom Crosswaith
worked and whose respect he had gained over the years.

Crosswaith’s years on the New York City Housing Authority (1942~1956) are represented
in a separate section of his papers devoted exclusively to the NYCHA. Subseries (h) includes
his correspondence, along with reports, project descriptions, and copies of official publica-
tions: New York City Housing Authority News, Housing Qutlook, and NYCHA Bulletin.

The final two subseries—Scrapbook Material (i) and Oversized and Nontextual Material
(j)—were established to accommodate records that remained outside of the office staff’s orga-
nizational scheme. The scrapbook materials generally contain clippings, photographs, copies
of programs and publications, and other documents that were apparently set aside for future
reference. These records have been arranged into general subject categories and placed alpha-
betically within the record group. The oversized and nontextual materials include certificates,
medals and awards, engraved printing plates, and large photographs.
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Series I: Office Files of the Negro Labor Committee

() Historical and Administirative Record's

Hoider/Conienis

al History, Trade Union Committee for Organizing Negro Workers,
1925

a2 History, Trade Union Committee . . ., 1926

a3 History, 1930s

a4 History, Harlem Labor Committee, 1934-35

a5 History, Harlem Labor Committee, Financial Statements

a6 History, 1940s

a7 History, 1950s

a8 History, 1960s

a9 Communications (Re: Work of the Committee), 1945-58

al0 Communications, Received and Answered, 1937-41

all Communications, Received and Answered, 1942-46

al? Communications, Received and Answered, 1947-49

al3 Communications, Received and Answered, 1950-51

ald Communications, Received and Answered, 1952

al5 Communications, Received and Answered, 1953

416  Communications, Executive Board Members, 1953

al7 Communications, Received and Answered, 1954

al8 Communications, Received and Answered, 1955

al9 Communications, Received and Answered, 1956

a20 Communications, Received and Answered, 1957-58

a2l  Communications, Received and Answered, 195962

a22  Communications, Received and Answered, 196365

a23 Communications, Received and Answered, 1966

a24  Commuications, Received and Answered, 1967

a25 Communications, Received and Answered, 1968

a26  Communications, Received and Answered, 1969

a27 Condolences, 194359

a28  Education Committee, 1935-36

a29  Financial Statements, April 1950-April 1953

a30  Form Letters and Letterhead Stationery

a3l  Minutes of Meetings, 1935-October 1937 (thereafter see Negro
Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 82-99)

a32  Minuies, 1968

a33  Officers of the Executive Board, 1953

834  Race Relations Commitles, 194344
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26 Reel Contents
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1 3 a35  Rules Governing the Negro Labor Committee and the Negro Labor
Assembly, 1940
a36  Subcommiittees
437  Suggestions for Committees and Affiliations, 1953-54
(b)) General Subject and Activities Flles
2 3 bl Activities, 1936-49
b2 Activities, 1950-59
b3 Activities, 1960-67
b4 Activities (Delegates), 1940-44
b5 Activities (Delegates), 1945-49
b6 Activities (Delegates), 1950-54
b7 Activities (Delegaies), 1955-59
b8 Activities (Delegates), 1960
b9 Activities, Memphis Cotton Makers’ Jubilee, 1949, 1950
b10  Aid to Individuals, 193649
bll  Aid to Individuals, 1950-60
bl12  Aid to Organizations, 1936-52
bl3  Aid to Organizations, 1954359
bl4  Aid to Other Negro Labor Committees, 1942-49
2 4 bl5  Aid to Other Negro Labor Committees (Boston), 1939-41
bl16  Anniversaries: 2d (1938), 3d (1939)
b17  Autographs, 1938-54
bl18  Bills and Receipts, 1961
b19  Bills and Receipts, 1962
b20  Boy Scouts of America, Greater New York Council, 1958
b21  Cases, individuals A-M (1937-42)
b22  Cases, Individuals N-Z (1937-42)
b23  Cases, Pepsi Cola and Soft Drink Workers, 1943
b24  Cases, Unions, 193742
b25  Communist Party, 1937
b26  Conferences, Americans Talk It Over, 194647
b27  Conference on Anti-Semitism, 1941-42
b28  Conference on Labor’s Responsibility towards Integration in the
New York Public Schools, May 18, 1957
2 5 b29  Conference on Labor’s Responsibility . . ., Meetings, Minutes, etc.
b30  Conference on Labor’s Responsibility . . . , Resolutions, Post-
Conference Implementation
531 Conference on Negro Labor and the Post War, 1943
3 5 b32  Conference on Problems of Negro Worker and the Community,

March 1, 1952, History (See also Negro Labor Committee,
US A, BIOS-BITY
b33 Conference on Problems .., 1948-52
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3 5 b34  Conference on Problems . . ., March 1, 1952
b35  Conference on Problems . . ., Correspondence
b36  Conference on Problems . . ., Lists of Organizations Contacted
b37  Conference on Problems . . . , Committee on Bylaws
b38  Conference on Problems . . . , Committee on Credentials and
Nominations
b39  Conference on Problems . . ., Commitiee on Finance and
Affiliations
b40  Conference on Problems . . ., Committee on Organization
b4l  Conference on Problems . . ., Committee on Program
b42  Conference on Problems . . ., Clippings
b43  Conference on Problems . . ., Copyrights (material for lawyers)
b44  Conference on Problems . . . , Minutes
b45  Conference on Problems . . ., Officers Report (2d annual confer-
ence, 1953)
b46  Conference on Problems . . ., Reference, Freedom House, 1952-53
3 6 b47  Conference on Problems . . ., Replies (negative)
b48  Conference on Problems . . . , Resolutions
b49  Conference on Problems . . ., Speakers and Sponsors
b50  Conference on Problems . . ., Speech of Frank R. Crosswaith at
Freedom House Meeting
b51 Donations, 1935-47
b52  Donations (special appeals), 1935-42
b53  Form Letters Received (unions)
b54  Friends of the Negro Labor Committee, 1941-42
b35  Greeting Cards Sent (See aiseo FRC, Poem and Christmas Cards,
d49)
b56  Harlem Labor Center, Activities, 1935-38
b37  Harlem Labor Center, Activities (undated)
bS58  Harlem Labor Center, Benefit, 1953
b59  Harlem Labor Center, Dedication, December 15, 1935
(correspondence)
3 7 b60  Harlem Labor Union Inc.
b61  Harlem Victory Council, 1942
b62  Liberal Party, 1946-57
b63  Hospital Strike, 1959 (Local 1199 Retail Drug Employees’ Union)
b64  Income Tax Returns, 194459
b65  Jewish Labor Committee, 1942
b66  Journals, 1935-39
4 7 b67  Jourpals, 194151

668  Journals, Negro American Labor Council, 1962

06%  “Labor in Harlem: A Dynamic Community”

270 Labor, Miscellaneous, 193549

71 Leaflets {published by the Negro Labor Committee}
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4 7 b72  League for Indusirial Democracy, 1969
b73  March on Washington, 1943
b74  National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), Communications
b75  National Trade Union Conference on Civil Rights (1st), 1957
b76  National Negro Labor Conference, 194852
4 8 b77  National Negro Labor Council, 1951-56
b78  Negro Labor Assembly, Formation, 1937
b79  Negro Labor Assembly, Communications Sent to Affiliated Unions
and Others, 1937-59
b80  Negro Labor Assembly, Delinquent Unions, 1939-54
b81  Negro Labor Assembly, Finance Committee, 1952-54
b82  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1936-37
b83  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 193840
b84  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1941-43
b85  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 194547
b86  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 194849
4 9 b87 Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1950
b88  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1951
b89  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1952
b90  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1953
b91  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1954
b92  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1955-59
5 9 b93  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1960
b94  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1961
b95  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1962
b96  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1965
b97  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1966
b98  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1967
b99  Negro Labor Assembly, Minutes of Meetings, 1968
b100 Negro Labor Assembly, News Releases
b101 Negro Labor Assembly, Resolutions Adopted, 1937-52
b102 Negro Labor Assembly, Resolutions Received (from other
organizations)
b103 Negro Labor Assembly, Office Reports to the Assembly (cases,
etc.), 1945-49
bi04 Negro Labor Assembly, Office Reports to the Assembly (cases,
etc.}, 1950-59
g 10 b105 Negro Labor Committee, U.S A, Bylaws, 1952-56 (See also
Conference on Problems of the Negro Worker and the
Community, March 1, 1952, b34)
b106 Negro Labor Committee, U.S. A, History, 1952
107 MNegro Labor Commitiee, U.8 A, Corresponderice, 1952
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5 10 5108 Negro Labor Committee, U.S A, Correspondence, 1953

b109 Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A., Financial Report, 1952

bl110 Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A., Freedom House Meeting,
June 28, 1952

bl1l Negro Labor Committee, U.S. A, Minutes, Reports, etc., 1950-52

bl12 Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A., Minutes, Reports, etc., 1953

b113 Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A., Affiliation (negative replies),
1952

bii4 Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A., 2d Annual Conference, 1953
(hereafter see Trade Union Commitiee against Discrimination,
bl167)

bll5 Negro Labor Conference (July 20, 1935), History and Program

bll6 Negro Labor Conference (July 20, 1935), Correspondence, 1935

b117 Negro Labor Conference (July 20, 1935), Delegates

b118 Negro Labor Conference (July 20, 1935), Resolutions and
Organization (committee reports)

5 1t b119 Negro Labor Conference (general), 1948-52
b120 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1935
b121 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1936
b122 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1937
b123 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1938
b124 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1939
b125 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1940
b126 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1941
b127 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1942
b128 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1943
b129 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1944
b130 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1945
b131 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1946
b132 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1947
b133 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1948
b134 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1949
b135 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1950
b136 Negro Labor News Service, Releases, 1951
b137 Newspaper Articles, 194049
b138 Newspaper Articles, 1950-54
b139 Newspaper Articles, 1955-59
b140 Newspaper Articles, 1958-62
bl41 Pamphlets Issued by the Negro Labor Committee

6 12 b142 Photographs
b143 Programs, 195966
bi44 Publicity, 193346
b145 Publicity, 1950-54
5146 Publicity, 1955-59 {also cocktail party photographs)
bi47 Publicity, Journals, 1940-54
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b148
b149
b150
b151
b152
b153

bl54
bl55

b156"
b157

b158
b159
b160
b161
b162

b163
bl64
bl65
b166
bl167

b168
bi6Y
b170
b171
b172
bl173

b174
bl75

cl
¢l

cd
c5
¢t
¢/
o8
c9

Publicity, Journals, 1955-59
Questionnaire for Unions

Resolutions and Correspondence, 1935-49
Scholarship Awards, 1935

Scholarship Awards, 1955-61

Scholarship Awards, Clippings, 1959-63

Scholarship Awards, Communications, 1959-61

Scholarship Awards, Frank R. Crosswaith Award: Emanuel
Goffmen

Scholarship Awards, Frank R. Crosswaith Award: Joseph Jarvis

Scholarship Awards, Frank R. Crosswaith Award: Lee Johnson

Scholarship Awards, Frank R. Crosswaith Award: Richard Moncrief

Scholarship Awards, Frank R. Crosswaith Award: John Pressley

Scholarship Awards, Frank R. Crosswaith Award: General, 1959-62

Scholarship Benefit Fund, 1957

Scholarship Benefit Fund, Trade Union Implementation
Commnittee, 1957-58

Speakers for Assembly

Sydenham Society Inc., 1948

Telegrams, 1950--54

Telegrams, 1955--61

Trade Union Committee for Racial Justice, 1952-57 (see also
Negro Labor Committee, U.S.A., b106-b114)

Trade Union Preservation Committee, 1937

“True Freedom,” Communications, 1936-43

“True Freedom,” Reviews and Publicity, 193643

Union Contracts and Bylaws

Weisbeckers Market Strike, 1937 (clippings)

Youth March on Washington for Integrated Schools, October 25,
1958

Youth March on Washington . . ., 1959

Youth March on Washington . . ., Clippings

(c) Affillated Unions and Locols

Lists, 1938-59

Form Letters Inviting Affiliation

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America

Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment Cutters” Union, Local 10, 1937-47

Barbers and Beauty Culturists, Local 11

Bartenders” Union, Local 15, 1948-58

Bartenders’ Union, Local 40, 1936-37

Blouse and Waistmakers” Union, Local 25

Bonnaz and Hand Embroiderers, Tuckers, Stitchers and Pleaters’
Union, Local 66, 193680
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¢10  Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 1923-39

¢i1l  Brotherhood . .., 1940-59 (1)

c12  Brotherhood ..., 1940-59 (2}

¢13  Brotherhood . . . (Digest of an argument presented by the Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters in support of their recognition by
the Pullman Company)

¢cld4  Brotherhood . .., Dues, 1946-58

c15  Brotherhood . .., Letters, 1925-26

c16  Brotherhood . .., 25th Anniversary, 1950

¢17  Building Service Employees, Local 32B

¢18  Cafeteria Employees’ Union, Local 302, 1945-57

¢19  Chefs, Cooks, Party Cooks and Assistants’ Union, Local 8§89, 1959

¢20  Children’s Dress Union, Local 91, 1959

¢21  Cloak and Dress Drivers, Local 102, 1937-59

¢22  Consolidated Dining Employees (formerly Hotel and Restaurant
Workers), Local 16, 1943-54

¢23  Corset and Brassiere Workers’ Union, Local 32, 1946--59

¢24  Delicatessen and Restaurant Countermen, Local 60

¢25  Display Fixtures and Smoking Pipe Workers’ Union, Local 21625

c26  Dress and Waist Pressers, Local 60

¢27  Dressmakers’ Union, Local 22

¢28  Folding Box (corrugated box) and Display Workers, Local 381,
1945-58

¢29  Frame and Novelty Workers, Local 111, 1952--38

¢30  Garage Washers and Polishers, Local 272, 1936-47

c31  Hotel and Restaurant Workers, Local 16, 1925-48

¢32  International Ladies’ Garment Workers, 1949-60

¢33 ILGWU, Chippings

¢34  International Union of Electrical Radio Workers, 1957

¢35  Joint Board, A C.W.A.

¢36  Joint Government and Civic Employment Organizing Committee

¢37  Knitgoods Workers, Local 155

¢38  Ladies’ Garment Clerks’ Union, Local 99

¢39  Ladies’ Neckwear Workers, Local 142

¢c40  Ladies” Tailors and Alteration Workers, Local 38, 1945-59

¢dl Laundry Workers, Joint Board, 1943-57

c42  Millinery Workers’ Union, Local 24, 193666

¢43  Motion Picture and Machine Operators, Local 306, 1936-50

c44  Musicians’ Union, Local 802, 1936-58

c45  New York City, CIO Council

c46 New York Teachers” Guild

c47  Painters, Decorators, and Paper Hangers® District Council #9

¢48  Paper Box Makers” Union, Local 899

49 Plastic Bution and Novelty Workers, Local 132
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8 16 ¢50  Retail Men’s Wear, Sporting Goods, and Accessories, Local 721,
1938-57
c51  Retail Shoe Employees, Local 1268
8 17 ¢52  Retail, Wholesale, and Chain Store Employees, Local 338
c53  Retail, Wholesale Grocery Clerks, Local 338
c54  Rubberized Novelty Workers, Local 98
9 17 ¢55  Sample Cord and Allied Workers, Local 413, 193659
¢56  Skirtmakers’ Union, Local 23
c¢57  Slipper and Playside Workers, Local 54
c58  Soft Drink Workers” Union, Local 812
c59  Taxicab Drivers, Local 826, 1956
¢60  Textile Workers of America
c¢61  Toys and Novelty Workers of America, Local 223, 1952-54
c62  Transport Workers’ Union, Local 100
c¢63  Typographical Union, Local 6
¢64  Undergarment and Negligee Workers’ Union, Local 62
c65  United Furniture Workers of America, Local 76, 1944-49
¢66  United Gas, Coke, and Chemical Workers of America, Local 138,
1952
c67  Waterproof Garment Workers’ Union, Local 20
Series Il: Personal Files of Frank R. Crosswaith
() General Correspondence, inferests, and Activities
9 I8 dl Letters of Appreciation, 1926-37
d2 Letters of Appreciation, 1938-43
d3 Letters of Appreciation, 1944-49
d4 Letters of Appreciation, 1950
ds Letters of Appreciation, 1951
dé6 Letters of Appreciation, 1952
d7 Letters of Appreciation, 1953
d8 Letters of Appreciation, 1954
d9 Letters of Appreciation, 1955
di10  Letters of Appreciation, 1955 (Re: Housing Authority,
20th Annual Report)
dil  Letters of Appreciation, 1956
dl2  Letters of Appreciation, 1957
d13  Letters of Appreciation, 1958
di4  Letters of Appreciation, 1959
d15  Letters of Appreciation, 1961
9 ig di6  Biography
dl7  Biography, Funeral, Condolences, Memorials, 1965
dl8  Campaign, 1938 (Congress)
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19

20

21

22
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di19  Campaign, 1939 (City Council) (1)

d20  Campaign, 1939 (City Council) (2)

d21  Campaign, 1939, Speaking Engagements (See also Speaking
Engagements, €36-e55)

d22  Campaign, 1939, Posters

d23  Campaign, 1939, Newspaper Clippings

d24  City-Wide Citizens’ Cominittee on Harlem, 1942-53

d25 Committee Reports and Communications, 1935-49

d26 Condolences, Deaths, etc., 193959

d27 Correspondence, 1930-39

d28 Correspondence, Amsterdam News, 193741 (See also Letters to
Editors, e14-e25: Articles and Editorials, el—-e13)

d29  Correspondence—Amsterdam News, 194245

d30 Correspondence—New York Times, 1956

d31 Deaths of Labor Leaders and Friends, 1953-57

d32  Draft Board #76

d33  East Bronx Peoples Open Forum, 1940-41

d34 Endorsements, 1954--38

d35  “Famous People” (clippings)

d36  Get Well Cards Received, 1956

d37  Greeting Cards and Post Cards, 1931-48

d38  Historical Weddings (Queen Elizabeth/Prince Reiner/etc.)

d39 Job Campaign (See also Scrapbosok on Job Campaign-Box 37)

d40  Labor College (Lincoln University), 194647

d41  Labor Day

d42  Lawsuit (Boulin v. Levinson), 1940

d43  Letters, 1927

d44  Letters, 1928

d45 Letters, 1951-68

d46  Letters, 1949-53 (originais)

d47  “Letters from Notables,” 1960-63

d48 Pamphlets

d49  Poems and Christmas Cards

d50  Political Campaign, 1952

d51  Politics, 1953-55

d52 Radio Program (proposed}, 1954

d53  References (personal), 1943-56

d54 Reunion of Old Timers Inc., 1951-62

d55  Social Security

d36  Testimonial Dinner (1951}, Journal

437  Testimonial Dianer (1951), Invitation Responses

458  Testimonial Dinner {1951}, Letters Received and Answered

d59  Testimonial Dinner (1951}, Sponsors and Honorary Chairmen
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11 22 d60  Testimonial Dinner (1951), Statements
d6l  Testimonial Dinner (1951), Scrapbook Material
d62  Testimonial Dinner (1957), 65th Birthday
d63  Testimonial Dinner (1962), Correspondence
d64  Testimonial Dinner (1962), Journal
d65  Testimonial Dinner (1962), Sponsors
d66  Testimonial Dinner (1962), Regrets
d67  Testimonial Dinner (1962), “Thank-you’s”
d68  Testimonial Dinner (General), 1947-52 (sponsors)
(e) Writings and Speeches
ARTICLES
i1 23 el 1928-34
el Index to Articles, June 25, 1939-April 25, 1942
e3 “Looking around and Beyond,” June 20, 1938~June 26, 1939
(The Guardian)
e4 “Looking around . . .,” July 3, 1939-June 3, 1940 (The Guardian)
es “L.ooking around . . . "July 1940-October 1941 (Boston Chronicle)
e5a  “Looking around . ..,” October 2, 1941-July 31, 1942 (Amsterdam
News)
e6 “Looking around . . . ,” August 1942-April 1943 (Amsterdam
News)
e7 1950-51
e8 195255
€9 1957
eld  1959-61
i1 24 ell  1963-65
el2  Undated
el3  Special Articles for Reference (not by Crosswaith)
LeTERS TO 1HE EDTORS
eld  1940-43
el5  1944-49
el6  1950-51
el7 1932
el& 1953
el8a 1954
iz 24 eld 1953
e20 1956
g2 1957
12 25 el?2 1958
e23 1959
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25
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e24 1960+
e25  Undated

el6
el27
e28
e29
e30
e31

e32
e33
e34d
e35

e36
e37
e38
e39
e40
edl

ed?2
ed3
ed4
ed5
edb
ed7
48
e49
e50
esi

e52
e53
e54
e55

oty
ot

ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS

193549
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

1956
1957
Ediforials (Labor), 1952
Editorials (Labor), 1953

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1941 (WEVD radio}

1942-43
194445
1948-49
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957

1958
1959
1960
Speeches, General

(1) Organizotions

Organizations of which Frank R. Crosswaith was a member, on
whose commitiees he served or in which he
Attorney General’s list of “Subversive” Organizations

had an interest {list}
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13 28 3 AFL-CIO
4 American China Policy Association, 1946-58
5 Ameican Civil Liberties Union
6 American Committee for Cultural Freedom, 1951-56
7 Americans for Democratic Action, 194156 (formerly the Union
for Democratic Action—name changed in 1947)
{8 Association for the Blind (New York chapter)
9 Atlantic Union Committee, 1949-55
f10  Booker T. Washington Memorial Committee, 1948
f11  Catholic Inter-racial Council, 1946-51
f12  City Center of Music and Drama Inc., 1947-59
f13  City-Wide Citizens’ Committee on Harlem, 1946-47
fi4  Committee for Collective Security, 1954-57
f15  Common Cause, 1949-50
f16  Council against Communist Aggression, 1953-57
f17  Harlem Labor Union (1)
f18  Harlem Labor Union (2)
f19  Harlem Labor Union (3)
f20  Harlem Labor Union (4)
14 29 f21  Harlem Labor Union, Clippings, 1936-47
£22  Harlem Trade Union Council, April 2, 1949
f23  International Ladies’ Garment Workers® Union (1)
24  ILGWU (2)
25 ILGWU(3)
26 ILGWU (4)
27 ILGWU, Chicago
f28 ILGWU, Clippings and Pamphlets
29  ILGWU, Educational Classes, 1934-42
30  ILGWU, “They Came to a City” (play written by J. B. Priestly and
adapted by Elizabeth Rose)
14 30 f31  International League for the Rights of Man, 1951~35
f32  F. H. LaGuardia Memorial Association, 194856
f33  League for Industrial Democracy, 1938-57
£34  League for Mutual Aid, 1939-57
f35  Liberal Party, 1945-57
f36  National Religion and Labor Foundation, 1950-51
f37  Negro Labor Victory Committee, 194243
f38  Our World Award Committee, 1947
f39  Pioneer Youth, 1939-54
f40  Post War Council, 1943--57
f41  Rand School of Social Science, 1953
f42  Social Democratic Federation, New York City, 195155
f43  Tresca Memorial Committee, 194738
t44  Uptown Chamber of Commerce
45 Workers' Defense League, 1941-52
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i4 Worid Trade Union News, Ausiria, 1955-56
f47  Miscellaneous, 1944—49

Q) Friend’s and Labor Leaders

gl Debs, Eugene V.

g2 Dubinsky, David (correspondence, 1937-58)

g3 Dubinsky, David (clippings)

g4 Eisenhower, Dwight D., 1949-55

g5 Granger, Lester (Urban League)

26 Green, William (president AFL), 1946-50

g7 Harriman, William Averell (governor, New York State), 1954
g8 Iushewitz, Morris

g9 Jack, Hulan, 1959 (clippings)

g10  Lane, Layle

gll  Lewis, Alfred Baker, 195060

gl2  Lewis, Alfred Baker, 196263

gl3 Lewis, Alfred Baker, 1940-60 (personal)

gl4  McDougald, Mrs. Ayers, 195455, 1958

gl5  Mclaurin, B. E (campaign)

gle McDowell, Arthur

gl7 Moscow, Warren (executive director, NYCHA), 1955-56
g18 Novik, M. S. (radio station WLIB)

gl9  Oliver, William

g20  Overton, L. Joseph

g21  Parrish, Richard

g22  Powell, Adam C. (clippings), 1947-69

223  Powell, Adam C. (trouble in Congress, 1967)

£24  Randolph, A. Philip, 1937-64 (1)

£25 Randolph, A. Philip, 1937-64 (2)

226  Randolph, A. Philip, 1937-64 (3)

g27 Randolph, A. Philip, 1937-64 (4)

g28  Randolph, A. Philip (70th birthday celebration, 1959-60)

g29  Randolph, A. Philip (80th birthday celebration, 1969)

g30  Randolph, A. Philip, “Communists: A Menace to Black America”

g31  Russell, Bertrand (clippings)

g32  Schuyler, George, 1937-54

£33 Sinclair, Upton, 1958

g34  Stalin, Joseph (death of), 1953

g35 Townsend, Willard A. (president, United Transport Service
Employees)

236  Thomas, Norman, 1936-68

37  WViadeck, Willtam Charney (architect), 1955
g38  Walter, Noah, “Struggle for Unity of Negro and White Workers in
Your Union”
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16 33 239  White, Walter (clippings)
g40  Young, Thomas G.

(1) New York City Housing Authority

hl Congratulations on Appointment
h2 Articles and Releases, 194235

h3 Bulletins, 1949-38, 1960

h4 Correspondence, 1943-57

h5 Daily Time Reports {sample forms)
ho Employees

h7 Housing News and Housing Outlook, 1942—-44
h8 “Instructions to Applicants”

ho Nationai Housing Conference Inc.
h10  Project Descriptions

h1l  Reports (general)

h12  Reports (special)

h13  Tenant Relationship

16 34 h14  General
hi5  General, 1949-50
h16  General, 1951
h17  General, 1951 (congratulations on reappointment}
h18  General, 1952
h19  General, 1953
h20  General, 1954
h21  General, 1955
h22  General, 1956
h23  General, 1957
h24  Photographs, Buildings and Sites
h25 Photographs, Individual and Group

(D Scrapbook Materic/

16 35 il Clippings, 192935
i2 Clippings, 1950-59
i3 Deaths and Memorials, 1950
i4 Deaths and Memorials, 1957
i5 Free and Accepted Order of Ethiopia
i6 Housing
i7 ILGWU
18 Labor, 1950

17 15 i iabor, 1951
1 Labor, 1957
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il Labor, 1958

il2  Mclaurin, B. F.

113 March on Washington, 1963 (clippings)
ii4  Miscellaneous, 1951

i15  Miscellaneous, 1957

il6  Miscellaneous, 1968

il7  Mooney, Tom, 1939

118 Personal, 1950

i19  Personal, 1957

120 Politics, 1950

i21  Politics, 1951

i22  Politics, 1957

i23  Politics, 1958

i24  Publicity, 1950

i25  Publicity, 1957

i26  Transcripts of Taped Speeches (1)
i27  Transcripts of Taped Speeches (2)
128  Transcripts of Taped Speeches (3)

{Photographs, Engravings Plates, Medais, Certificates,

Oversized and Nontextual Material

Scrapbook (Job Campaign, 1939))
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introduction

The National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses (NACGN) was organized in 1908
by a group of fifty-two graduate nurses. Martha Franklin in Connecticut, a graduate of the
school of nursing of the Woman’s Hospital of Philadelphia, spearheaded the development of
the organization. Franklin had spent much of her time and personal monies on collecting data
to determine existing conditions among black nurses. Upon completing her survey, she called
a meeting at St. Marks Methodist Church in New York City. At the first meeting, sponsored by
the Lincoln School of Nurses Alumnae Association, Miss Franklin was elected president of the
NACGN. The goals of the new organization were to achieve higher professional standards, to
break down discriminatory practices facing black nurses, and to develop leadership.

The first convention of black nurses was held in Boston in 1909. Twenty-six women at-
tended at the invitation of Mary Mahoney, the first black professionally trained nurse in the
country. In 1918 temporary headquarters were established in New York City through the cour-
tesy of the 137th Street Young Women’s Christian Association, When headquarters at the YWCA
were closed, Belle Davis, executive secretary of the National Health Circle for Colored People,
provided space at her organization’s office.

En 1934 a conference was held in New York City to determine a future course of action for
the NACGN. Present among the officers and executive board of the NACGN were representa-
tives of the American Nurses’ Association, the National Organization for Public Health Nurs-
ing, the National League of Nursing Education, the New York State Board of Nurse Examiners,
the Julius Rosenwald Fund, the National Health Circle for Colored People, and the National
Medical Association. The conference stressed the fact that black nurses needed jobs without
the pressures of racial bias. Among other things, the conference participants decided to estab-
lish permanent headquarters in office space loaned to them by the National Health Circle for
Colored People. With a grant from the Rosenwald Fund, the executive board employed a nurse
executive, and an executive secretary was hired to implement a day-to-day program. In addi-
tion, a Citizens” Advisory Committee was organized, regional sections were established, and a
program was outlined. The program was carried forward with community assistance and fi-
nancial support from NACGN’s membership. Two years later a substantial increase in mem-
bership and volume of work made it necessary for the NACGN to establish an office of its own
and to hire additional staff.

Throughout the war years the NACGN worked tirelessly to interpret the needs of black
nurses and led a vigorous campaign to end discrimination in the field. The first quota of fifty-
six black nurses for the U.S. Army was announced in 1942; by the end of the war the army had
commissioned over five hundred. During the same period the federal government was taking
other steps to increase the numbers of, and the opportunities for, black nurses. An important
breakthrough was the passage of the Bolton Act (1943), which provided for the training of
nurses for the armed forces, government and civilian hogspitals, health agencies, and war in-
dustries through grants to institutions providing such training. The act stated that there would
be no discrimination in the administration of benefits and thus brought about an increase in the
number of black nursing students in the country.

As early as 1947 the National League of Nursing Education had set a precedent by chang-
ing its bylaws. These changes made it possible for any eligible applicant to be admitted into
the national organization if barred from membership in her state league. This amendment stirnu-
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lated several state leagues to admit black nurses. By 1948 only nine states and the District of
Colurnbia still barred black nurses. In 1949, at the NACGN convention in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, the NACGN unanimously accepted the suggestion of the American Nurses Association
that NACGN functions be taken over by the Association, and that its program be expanded for
the complete integration of black nurses. Under the leadership of President Mabel Staupers,
author of No Time for Prejudice, a history of the organization, NACGN membership voted
itself out of existence in 1951,



Scope and Content

The records of the NACGN document the organization and development of the Associa-
tion, and its eventual dissolution. The materials have been divided into the following eight
sections: 1) Minutes, 2) Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation, 3) Correspondence, 4) Memo-
randa, 5) Speeches and Testimony, 6) Studies and Reports, 7) Publications of the NACGN, and
8} Printed Material.

There are two volumes of Minutes (1908~1937) consisting of minutes of the Association’s
first meetings, followed by the section on Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation. The fourth
and fifth sections contain Memeranda and Correspondence, respectively, for the years from
1937 to 1931, with the latter documenting efforts to integrate black nurses into the armed
forces during World War II; letters from the Citizens’ Advisory Committee also are included.
Speeches and Testimony includes a 1937 transcript of the public hearing on the condition of
the urban black population held by New York State, during which Mabel Staupers, president of
the NACGN, testified, and a copy of a speech by attorney William Hastie at an NACGN testi-
monial dinner in 1951. The section Studies and Reports contains a report to the board of
directors of the American Nurses Association from the NACGN, as well as a report on a series
of programs sponsored by the New York Local Association of Colored Graduate Nurses and
the Citizens’ Advisory Committee in 1942, Publications of the NACGN include scattered
issues of the newsletter, National News Bulletin, and programs from the regional conferences.
Printed Material (1942-1951), the largest section, consists primarily of scrapbooks of clip-
pings about the NACGN, black women in the nursing profession, and the struggles of the
nurses against racial discrimination.
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BYLAWS AND ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
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General Correspondence, 1937-1951
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MEMORANDA, 1937-1951
SPEECHES AND TESTIMONY, 1937, 1951

STUDIES AND REPORTS

Study of the National Professional Nursing Organization with
Regard to Structure, 19451950

Reports of the National Association of Coiored Graduate Nurses,
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19421951
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Articles about the National Association for Colored
Graduate Nurses
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Introduction

The employment of black workers by the railroad industry dates back to the years preced-
ing the Civil War. Originally hired as a source of cheap labor and as a means of keeping the
wages of all railroad employees depressed, blacks were nonetheless employed in a variety of
occupations, from engineers to unskilled laborers. Despite this traditional employment of blacks
by the railroad companies, beginning in the late nineteenth century, a deliberate campaign to
eliminate them from the railroad industry was waged by the labor organizations, with assis-
tance from the companies. This campaign was initiated with the formation of the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen and the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, two of the
major white craft brotherhoods.

As the different railroad occupations became unionized, the unions joined the brother-
hoods in their discriminatory practices. With jurisdiction over the majority of railroad employ-
ees, including station employees, shop workers, track laborers, and dining car employees, the
unions, such as the brotherhoods, excluded blacks from membership or relegated them to seg-
regated locals and auxiliaries controlled by white locals. Within these locals and auxiliaries,
blacks were often denied the right of representation at conventions, had no voice in determin-
ing working conditions, were forbidden to process the members’ grievances, and in some
occupations were refused promotion in shops where white helpers were employed. For their
part, railroad companies offered little or no resistance to union discriminatory activities as
long as such activities did not interfere with the economics of the railroad. When these activi-
ties did interfere, the companies responded with threats of increasing the number of black
employees, particularly as strike breakers.

In 1910 the craft brotherhoods succeeded in breaking this stalemate with the railroad com-
panies. Through strikes and threats of strikes they won labor agreements that resulted in dras-
tic reductions in the kinds of jobs that blacks could hold and the numbers of skilled black
workers. These agreements, coupled with the job opportunities opened up by World War 1,
caused a significant exodus of blacks from the industry. It was not until the federal government
assumed control of the railroads for national security reasons and instituted equal pay for equal
work rules that the exodus was halted. While motivated more by a concern for the developing
labor shortages in one of the nation’s vital industries during wartime, the government order,
nevertheless, had a positive impact on the position of black railroad workers. After the war,
however, labor organizations renewed their efforts to eliminate blacks from the industry.

Working with the U.S. Railroad Administration, the brotherhoods succeeded in establish-
ing work rules that resulted in both the displacement and exclusion of many black workers.
This situation was compounded by a series of agreements negotiated by the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen and several railroad companles in 1937 and 1941. The
1941 agreement, also known as the Southeastern Carriers Conference Agreement, or the 50-50
percentage agreement, was the most notoriocus. It in essence allowed the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemen and Enginemen and the railroads to displace black locomotive firemen when-
ever a new train run was established, which could be done with uncontrolled frequency, as
well as arbitrarily keep the numbers of black firemen down to 50 percent of all firing positions.
In spite of its obvious discriminatory intent, the agreement was signed by representatives of
the National Mediation Board, the federal agency with conciliation authority in the industry.
This agreement was described by Herbert R. Northrup, author of several books on racial poli-
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cies in the railroad industry, as the epitome of racial discrimination. Perhaps more than any
other action taken by the unions and the railroads, this agreement served to galvanize black
employees into taking legal steps to safeguard their future in the industry.

Ower the vears, black railroad workers had made several efforts to protect thetr jobs against
the unions’ attempts to force them out of the industry. Although reluctant at first to form labor
organizations, they instead sought to ameliorate their situation by appealing to railroad execu-
tives and stockholders. The latter, however, did not respond in any way that significantly changed
the position of black workers, who eventually recognized that forming their own unions would
be the most effective means of protecting their jobs. By the carly twentieth century, they began
organizing themselves into all-black unions.

One of the first of these unions was the Association of Colored Railway Trainmen and
Locomotive Firemen, formed in 1912, Between 1917 and 1939 other unions also were estab-
lished, among them the International Association of Railway Employees, the Colored Train-
men of America, and the Southern Association of Colored Railway Trainmen and Locomotive
Firemen. However, numerous problems confronted these unions. Perhaps the most pervasive
was the lack of necessary political and economic power to force the railroad companies to
negotiate with them in good faith. Consequently, the all-black unions were unable to win sig-
nificant wage increases or to protect their members” jobs effectively.

The creation of the Fair Employment Practices Committee (FEPC) in 1941 was looked
upon by blacks in the industry and others concerned with the racial policies of the railroads
and the labor organizations as an opportunity to strike down the discriminatory labor agree-
ments and employment policies. The hearings, which were not held until 1943 due to industry
opposition, charged twenty-two railroads and four unions with discrimination. The railroads,
while admitting the charges, defended their employment policies on the grounds that many of
the questionable labor agreements had been negotiated with the assistance and approval of the
government agencies, and that the practices were in keeping with the customs and practices of
the areas in which the railroads operated. The unions, on the other hand, did not bother to
attend the hearings, although seven seni wriiten replies to the FEPC.

Following the hearings, twenty railroads and seven unions were ordered to cease their
discriminatory practices. Additionally, those unions and railroads that were signatories to the
1941 Southeastern Carriers Conference Agreement were ordered to set aside the agreement. In
response, the participants to the agreement refused to comply, denying the legal jurisdiction of
the FEPC. The matter was then referred to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who appoiated a
committee to mediate the dispute. That commitiee failed to achieve results, thus negating the
iegal and psychological impact of the FEPC hearings. Unwilling to act because of the exigen-
cies of war and the powerful economic and political forces supporting the railroad companies,
President Roosevelt did not order the industry to comply with FEPC orders. Similarly, the
1941 U1.S. House Special Subcommiitee on Education and Labor hearings on fair employment
practices legislation had few concrete results. The hearings, chaired by Adam Clayton Powell,
investigated the industry’s Jim Crow practices. As with the earlier FEPC hearings, the unions
refused to admit any wrongdoing in their policies toward black railroad workers.

Druring this same period, blacks also sought recourse from the industry’s and unions’ dis-
criminatory employment practices through the courts. They were aided in their legal struggles
by attorneys Charles H. Houston and Joseph C. Waddy of the Washington, DC, firm of Hous-
ton, Houston, Hastie and Waddy and by Archibald Bromsen of New York. These lawyers played
a protainent role, not only in terms of legally challenging the railroad companies and unions in
severa] lawsuits but also in organizing black railroad men to protect their jobs. Through their
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initiatives the officials of five unions (Colored Trainmen of America, Association of Colored
Railway Trainmen and Locomotive Firemen, International Association of Railway Employ-
ees, Dining Car Railroad Foodworkers Union, and Southern Association of Colored Railway
Trainmen and Firemen) united to form the Negro Railway Labor Executives Committee
{(NRLEC) in 1948. The objectives of the committee were to collect, formulate, and dissemi-
nate information concerning black railroad employees and to determine effective actions to be
taken. The NRLEC did not initiate any court actions; however, it supported the lawsuits that
were filed by union members; published a newspaper, the Negro Railway Labor News; pre-
sented testimony in court and at government hearings; and, in general, took an activist role.

Among the numercus legal actions that black railroad employees brought against the unions
and railroad companies beginning in 1939, two in particular were noted as having turned the
tide in favor of blacks: Steele v. Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company and Tunstall v.
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen. Both cases attacked the 1941 Southeast-
ern Carriers Conference Agreement and established the right of fair representation and relief
against discriminatory contracts. The decisions were ignored for several years by the Brother-
hood and the railroad companies; nonetheless, they had an impact upon future public policy
affecting the railroad industry.

While the majority of the lawsuits was directed at southern railroad companies, northern
and western railroads were also guilty of discriminatory practices. Public pressure to eliminate
discrimination, however, played a more crucial role in these regions and resulted in the pas-
sage by state legislatures of fair employment practice legislation and the establishment of state
FEPCs.

The New York State Cominission against Discrimination (SCAD) was one of the first (1945)
and one of the strongest fair employment practices committees established. Headed by
Elmer A. Carter, the commission succeeded in ending the restricted membership of the brother-
hoods and the unions during the late 1940s. And, in the early 1950s, SCAD was able to get
three of the largest eastern railroads (New York Central Railroad System, Pennsylvania Rail-
road, New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad) and four labor organizations (Brother-
hood of Railroad Trainmen, Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen, Order of
Railway Conductors of America, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers) to pledge their co-
operation with the commission in its efforts to end discriminatory hiring practices on the
railroads. Similar actions were taken by other state commissions.

While the impact of the legal victories won by the black employees, together with the
activities of the state FEPCs, resulted in some progress toward changing the racial policies of
the companies and the unions, overall the employment picture for blacks in the railroad indus-
try did not significantly improve up through the 1950s, the period documented by this collec-
tion. Changes in hiring practices, promotions, and assignments to skilled categories were not
effected as late as the 1960s, with the result that the majority of black workers remained in
predominately service-oriented and labor occupations.



Scope and Content

The Blacks in the Railroad Industry Collection (1946-1954) is a compilation of a variety
of materials documenting the struggle of black railroad employees against ouster from the
industry by the collusive actions of the companies and the unions. While provenance seems to
be uncertain, holograph notes on many of the documents appear to have been written by
Robert Wood, editor of the Railroad Workers’ Link, a newspaper published by the Railroad
Committee of the Communist party. In addition, the few original items in the collection are
addressed specifically to him or to the Link.

The papers have been divided into six sections: 1) Correspondence, 2) Unions and Union-
related Organizations, 3) Writings, 4) Legal Documents, 5) Memoranda, and 6) Printed Mate-
rial. The collection does not form a cohesive unit; rather, it is an artificial collection of materials
seemingly gathered for research and information purposes. Therefore, it has been organized by
subject or type of document; within that sequence the papers are arranged chronologically.

The Correspondence file is composed of a miscellaneous group of letters to and from
various individuals. The majority of the letters are mimeographed and were intended for wide
dissemination. One of these is a letter from Archibald Bromsen stating the Federation of Southern
Colored Locomotive Firemen Unions’ position on the proposal by the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemen and Enginemen to modify the 1941 Southeastern Carriers Conference Agree-
ment. The letter is accompanied by a copy of the agreement. Also in this file is a typed copy of
a speech by Charles H. Houston that was sent to Wood with a cover letter from Henry Lee
Moon's secretary. The speech, entitled “The Legal Struggle for Protection of Minority Work-
ers’ Righis on American Railroads,” was presented at the 1949 annual conference of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Included in the Unions and Union-reiated Organizations section are documents from the
Negro Railway Labor Executives Committee, the Railroad Employees Association against
Discrimination, and the United Transport Service Emplovees. There are also several member-
ship rosters from the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, a few black lodges affiliated with
the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of America, an unidentified union or unions of black
dining car employees, and a list of both black and white union members under the jurisdiction
of the Congress of Industrial Organizations.

The materials from the Negro Railway Labor Executives Committee consist of a 1948
press release and minutes from meetings in March and April 1948 and February 1949. The
1948 minutes and press release relate to the formation of the NRLEC and the publication of
the Negro Railway Labor News, the Committee’s official organ. The documents show the ac-
tive role played by Charles H. Houston, Joseph C. Waddy, and Archibald Bromsen in estab-
lishing the NRLEC.

The Railroad Employees Association against Discrimination was a New York-based orga-
nization, formed in the early 1950s. The documents include two mimeographed letters and a
press release concerned with the Long Isiand Railroad’s employment policy for blacks. Addi-
tionally, there is a REAAD News Bullerin and other documents that provide information about
the REAADs program.

The last documents in the second section consist of United Transport Service Employees-
CIO materials, including two newsletters for Uctober 1949 reporting on the activiiies of the
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various locals within the union, and a leaflet recruiting members among Pennsylvania Rail-
road employees.

The Writings section consists of an untitled thirty-six page typed draft of an article, with
editorial corrections and additions in what might be Robert Wood’s handwriting. The draft
may have been writien by Wood. However, clear authorship is uncertain, as his name as the
author has been crossed out. The subject of the typescript is the role played by the all-white
railroad unions in excluding blacks from the industry by forcing the railroads through strike
threats and contract clauses either to fire or not hire blacks.

Legal Documents contain a carbon copy of papers filed by Charles H. Houston, Joseph C.
Waddy, and Oliver W. Hill in the case of Willie J. Rolex et al. v. Atlantic Coast Line Railroad
Company et al. The document, a motion for an “injunction pendente lite,” was directed at
enjoining the ACLR and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen from en-
forcing the Southeastern Carriers Conference Agreement of 1941. Attached to the motion are
several affidavits and the points and authorities in support of the motion.

The Memoranda were prepared for the 1949 U.S. House of Representatives Special Sub-
committee on Education and Labor hearings, chaired by Adam C. Powell, on fair employment
practices legislation. The memoranda deal with a variety of issues dating back to 1917, includ-
ing wages of black workers, attempts by white unions and the railroad companies to drive
blacks out of the industry, and racial employment policies during World Wars [ and I1. There
are also two chronologies of the discriminatory acts practiced by the Brotherhood of Locomo-
tive Firemen and Enginemen and the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen against black work-
ers. These documents were incorporated into the official government record of the hearings,
which was published in Hearings before a Special Subcommittee of the Committee on Educa-
tion and Labor (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1949).

The last section—Printed Material—is composed of a pamphlet, newspapers, fact sheets,
press releases, and clippings. The pamphlet, Let Freedom Ride the Rails, was published in
1954 by the National Negro Labor Council. It briefly covers the 1943 Fair Employment Prac-
tices Committee hearings on the railroad industry; the employment status of black workers;
the role of the railroads, unions, and federal government in denying employment opportunities
to blacks, as well as the efforts of blacks in seeking redress of their grievances through the
courts; and the National Negro Labor Council’s program of action.

The newspapers include three complete issues of the Negro Railway Labor News (1948—
1950) and one complete issue each of the Railroad Workers' Link (July 1950) and the Black
Worker (April 1949). Because the latter two were single issues only, they have been filed with
the Press Releases and Newspaper Clippings (1948-1953). This section also contains clip-
pings from those and other black newspapers, in addition to several clippings from the “Rail-
road Workers’ Page” of the Daily Worker (1949-1950).

The Fact Sheets in this section contain information dealing with the status of black workers
in the railroad industry; the press releases include a speech given by Charles H. Houston at the
1949 National Urban League annual conference, entitled “Foul Employment Practice on the
Raiiroads.”
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