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Introduction

The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway
System was formed in 1869 through the merger of four rail-
roads: the Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana; the
Cleveland and Toledo; the Cleveland, Painesville and
Ashtabula; and the Buffalo and Erie. These companies pro-
vided an unbroken rail route between Chicago, 1llinois, and
Buffalo, New York. |

_ The Lake Shore’s predecessor roads had, in turn,
been formed through mergers of a variety of smaller lines,
some of which were among the first railroads to be estab-
lished in Ohio and Indiana. The Michigan Southern and
Northern Indiana resuited from the merger of the Michigan
Southern Railroad and the Northern Indiana Railroad in
1855. The Michigan Southern’s antecedents included the
Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad which was chartered in 1837.
The Cleveland and Toledo represented the merger of the
Toledo, Norwalk and Cleveland and the Junction Railroads
in 1853. In 1854, the Cleveland, Painesville and Ashtabula
Railroad, which had been completed in 1852, acquired the
rights to a railroad between the Ohio State line and Erie,
Pennsylvania. This road had been constructed by the
Franklin Canal Company. The easternmost portion of the
Lake Shore System was comprised of the Buffalo and Erie
Raiiroad which had been formed through the merger of the
Buffalo and State Line and the Erie and North East
Railroads in 1867. Almost all of the railroads which came to
constitute the Lake Shore System were the result of the
great interest in railroad construction which characterized
the Midwest in the 1830s and 1840s.
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Financiers from Cleveland, Ohio, were largely respon-
sible for the creation of the Lake Shore System. However,
within several months of merger, the Vanderbiit family of New
York City acquired control of the railroad. Though the Lake
Shore maintained its headquarters in Cleveland, and though
prominent Clevelanders such as Stillman Witt, Amasa Stone,
Jr., Henry B. Payne, and Jeptha H. Wade sat on the road’s
board of directors during the late nineteenth century, the sys-
tem was dominated by the New York interests. Cornelius
and William K. Vanderbilt used the Lake Shore as a con-
nection with their own New York Central and Hudson River
Railroad to create a totally controlled railroad linking New
York City with Chicago.

By the early 1900s 1ocal Cleveland representation
had disappeared from the System’s board of directors. In
late 1914 the Lake Shore was combined with the New York
Central and Hudson River Railroad to form the New York
Central System. Presently, the Lake Shore route is operated
as part of the Conrail system, created in 1976 to manage,
among other railroad properties, the lines of the bankrupt
Penn-Central Railroad which had been created in 1969
through a merger of the New York Central and
Pennsylvania Railroads.



Scope and Content

The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway
System Records,- 1849-1909 consist entirely of financial
records of railroads which merged to form the Lake Shore
System or were subsidiary to the System. The records
include cash books, day books, ledgers; journals, stock
ledgers and listing of stock transfers.

The collection is divided into ten series:

Series 1, Buffalo and State Line Railroad Company

Series 2, Cleveland, Painesville and Ashtabula
Railroad Company

Series 3, Cleveland and Toledo Railroad Company

Series 4, Dunkirk, Allegheny Valley and Pittsburgh
Railroad Company

Series 5, Jamestown and Franklin Railroad
Company

Series 6, Junction Railroad Company

Series 7, Michigan Southern Railroad Company

Series 8, Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana
Railroad Company |

Series 9, Toledo, Norwalk and Cleveland Railroad
Company

Series 10, Unidentified Railroad

Records within any series are arranged alphabetical-
ly by their given title (e.g. “Ledger,” “Stock Transfer,”
“Treasurer’s Ledger”) and then chronologically.
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This collection is an important source for the study
of the financial management of American railroads during
the middle of the nineteenth century. Many of the runs of
ledgers, journals and daybooks are fairly complete thereby
providing the basis for a detailed analysis of the manage-
ment of a particular railroad. Journal entries provide infor-
mation concerning the types of supplies used by the rail-
roads as well as the salaries paid to various personnel. By
themselves, the records are an excellent example of
accounting technique as practiced during the nineteenth
century.

The materials relating to stock ownership are of par-
ticular value in that they provide the names of individuals
and companies which invested in the railroad industry.
Many of the names listed in such records are of individuals
prominent in cities such as Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio, and
Buffalo, New York. Because governmental regulations con-
cerning the ownership and management of railroads were
minimal during the mid-nineteenth century, these records
and the collection in general, provide information not avail-
able in other archival or printed sources.



Roll Contents

Roll Volume
No. No. #

Series I: Buffalo and State Line Railroad Company

1 1 “Abstract of Stock Ledger, January 1857-
_ June 1867
.2 Cash Book, June 1849-April 1852
(Original volume has also been retained)
——, August 1854-October 1856
——, January 1856-October 1856
——, April 1856-December 1858

wn bW

2 6 Cash Book, January 1859-August 1860

7 —, September 1860-June 1862
3 8 Cash Book, July 1862-September 1864
9 —, August 1864-June 1867
10 ——, October 1864-October 1866
11 ——, November 1866-June 1867

4 12 Cash Day Book, January 1860-July 1861
13 Day Book, July 1850-December 1854
14 General Journal, August 1851-October 1851
15 ——, October 1856-October 1859

5 16 General Journal, November 1859-July 1863
6 17 General Journal, July 1863-July 1867

18 General Ledger “A,” August 1851-
November 1855
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Roll Volume

No. No.
7 19 General Ledger, January 1856-October 1856
20 —, “C,” November 1856-October 1859
8 21 General Ledger “D,” November 1859-
June 1863
22 —, “E,” August 1863-July 1867

9 23 Stock Ledger, November 1850-
December 1867
24 «——, July 1852-February 1855
25 Treasurer’s Journal, October 1856-
October 1859

10 26 Treasurer’s Journal, November 1859-
November 1860
27 Treasurer’s Journal II, March 1857-
November 1857

28 ——, November 1857-September 1859
29 ——, October 1859-December 1865
11 30 Treasurer’s Journal II, January 1866-
June 1867
31 ——, July 1867-September 1869

32 Treasurer’s Ledger, March 1857-
September 1859

33 ——, September 1859-December 1865

34 ——, January 1866-June 1867

35 ——, July 1867-September 1869
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Roll Volume
No. No.

Series 2: Cleveland, Painesville, and Ashtabula
Railroad Company

12 36 Accounts Received Ledger, May 1855-
December 1856

37 Auditor’s Cash Journal, September 1867-
February 1868

38 Cash Book “A,” January 1851-
November 1854

39 Construction Journal, January 1851-
October 1852 (Original volume has also
been retained)

40.  Construction Ledger, January 1851-
October 1852 (Original volume has also
been retained)

41 Day Book, January 1866-December 1868

42 Journal “B-C,” January 1856-

December 1861
13 43 Journal “D,” January 1862-December 1866
44 —, “E,” January 1867-December 1867
45 ~——, “F,” January 1868-June 1869

46 Scrip Journal, December 1850-
September 1853 (Original volume has also
been retained)

47 Scrip Ledger, December 1850-July 1853
(Original volume has also been retained)
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Roll  Volume

No. No.
14 48 Scrip Ledger, July 1854-January 1864
49 —, January 1859-March 1868

15 50 Stock Ledger “B,” January 1856-
October 1867
51 ——, October 1867-May 1869

16 52 Stock Ledger, February 1868-April 1869
53 Subscription to New Capital and Stock
" Authorized, August 12, 1862
54 Treasurer’s Cash Book, July 1856-
November 1858
55 ——, November 1858-June 1861

17 56 Treasurer’s Cash Book, June 1861-
November 1863
57 —, December 1863-February 1866
58 —-, January 1866-February 1868

18 59 Treasurer s Cash Book, January 1868-
June 1869
60 Voucher Register, June 1862-October 1867

Series 3: Cleveland and Toledo Railroad Company

19 61 Cash Book, September 1853-July 1856
62 ——, February 1858-August 1861
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Roll Volume

No. No.
20 63 Cash Book, August 1861-February 1865
64 —, February 1865-January 1868

21 65 Certificate Register, 1856-1857

66 Day Book, September 1853-May 1854
67  ——, August 1854-December 1855

68 General Journal, March 1859-July 1860

22 69 General Journal, August 1860-December 1861
70 —, January 1862-July 1863

23 71 General Journal, August 1863-April 1865
24 72 General Journal, May 1865-March 1869
73 General Ledger “A,” September 1853-
July 1855
25 74 General Ledger, 1856-1857
26 75 General Ledger “B,” June 1858-May 1861
27 76 General Ledger “C,” June 1861-May 1865
28 77 General Ledger “D,” June 1865-
March 1869

78 Stock Ledger, May 1850-December 1855
79 —, “A,” 18557 .
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Roll
No.
29

30
31

32

33

34

35

36

Western Reserve Historical Society

Volume

No.

80 Stock Ledger “C,” 1855
81 —, “D,” 1856-1857

82 Stock Ledger, 1858-1859

83 Stock Ledger “F,” 1859-1861

- 84 Stock Ledger “A,” 1863-1865

85 Stock Ledger “H,” 1864-1866

86 Stock Register, 1863-1864

87 Stock Transfers, February 1854-May 1854
88 -~ ——, November 1854-July 1855

89 ——, July 1855-October 1855

90 Stock Transfers, September 1855-
February 1856

91 ——, November 1855-January 1856

92 Stock Transfers, January 1856-March 1856
93 ——, March 1856-April 1856

94 —, September 1856

95 ——, September 1856-October 1856

96 Stock Transfers, October 1856-
November 1856

97 ——, January 1857-February 1857

98 ——, March 1857-April 1857

99 —, April 1857
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Roll
No.
37

38

39

40

41

42

Volume
No.
100  Stock Transfers, April 1857-May 1857
101 —— May 1857-June 1857
102 ——, December 1857-January 1858
103 ——, February 1858
104 ——, February 1858-March 1858
105 ——, March 1858-April 1858
106  Stock Transfers, June 1859-September 1859
107 —, October 1859-February 1860
108  ——, February 1860-April 1860
109  Stock Transfers, May 1860-July 1860
110 ——, October 1861-December 1861
111  ——, December 1861-January 1862
112 ——, February 1862
113 Stock Transfers, February 1862-March 1862
114 —— March 1862-May 1862
115 — May 1862
116  Stock Transfers, June 1862-July 1862
117 ——, August 1862-September 1862
118  Treasurer’s Journal, September 1853-
July 1855
119  Treasurer’s Journal, August 1855-July 1856
120  Treasurer’s Ledger, October 1853-June 1856
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Roll Volume
No. No.

Series 4: Dunkirk, Allegheny, and Pittsburgh
Railroad Company

43 121 Journal, September 1900-June 1903

Series 5: Jamestown and Franklin Railroad Company

44 122  Day Book, July 1863-December 1864
123  General Journal, July 1863-December 1895
124  General Ledger, 1906

Series 6: Junction Railroad Company

45 125  Journal, July 1850-October 1853
126  Ledger, July 1850-October 1855
127  Stock Ledger, July 1850-October 1855

Series 7: Michigan Southern Railroad Company

46 128  Day Book, June 1850-January 1853
129 ——, February 1853-October 1856

47 130  General Ledger “A,” June 1850-
October 1853

48 131  General Ledger “B,” November 1853-
December 1857
132 Stock Ledger “A,” 1850-1852
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Roll Volume
No. No.
Series 8: Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana
Railroad Company

49 133  Account Book, 1905-1909
134 Auditor’s Ledger, May 1856-March 1860

50 135  Bills Audited, March 1869-May 1869
136  Bills Audited-Index, 1859-1863
137  Broker’s Ledger, July 1857-September 1857

51 138  Broker’s Ledger, March 1860-July 1867
139  Cash Book, June _1854-October 1857

52 140  Cash Book, May 1858-December 1858

141 —, 1859
142 Cashier’s Cash Book, January 1857-
April 1860

143 Cashier’s Day Book, November 1856-
December 1857

53 144 Cashier’s Journal, December 1855-May 1860
145  Cashier’s Ledger, October 1853-May 1860
146  Day Book “A,” March 1860-February 1861
147  Day Book, March 1861-July 1862

54 148  Distribution of Expenses, 1863-1870
149  Dividends on Guaranteed Stock, 1863-1869
150  General Journal, March 1860-October 1861
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Roll
No.
55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

Western Reserve Historical Society

Volume

No. \

151  General Journal, October 1861-February 1863

152 ——, March 1863-February 1864

153  General Journal, March 1864-February 1865

154  ——, March 1865-February 1866

155  General Journal, March 1866-February 1867

156 ——, March 1867-February 1868

157  General Journal, March 1868-February 1869

158 ——, March 1869-June 1869

159  General Ledger, March 1860-February 1863

160 ——, March 1863-February 1866

161  General Ledger, March 1866-February 1868

162  Register of Preferred Stock, 1857-1858

163  Stock Register, July 1857-August 1859

164 —, August 1859-August 1862

165  Stock Register, September 1866-May 1869

166  Treasurer’s Cash Book, September 1854-
April 1860

167 ——, April 1859-May 1860

168  Treasurer’s Journal, March 1859-May 1860

169 —, 1860-1862

170  Treasurer’s Journal, March 1865-May 1869

171  Treasurer’s Ledger, January 1858-
February 1859

172 ——, May 1860-April 1866

173 ——, May 1866-May 1869
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Roll Volume
No. No.

Series 9: Toledo, Norwalk, and Cleveland
Railroad Company

63 174  Cash Book, September 1850-November 1853
(Original volume has also been retained) -
175  Journal, June 1851-October 1856
“176  Ledger, June 1851-December 1853
177 —, 1853

Series 10: Unidentified Railroad

64 116  Ledger, 1855-1857






