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Guide to the
N SR Microfilm Edition of
RECORDS OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
RELATING TO POLITICAL RELATIONS
OF LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN STATES, 1930-1944

Scholarly Resources has published on microfilm the U.S. Department of State
Decimal Files of records relating to political relations of Latin America and Caribbean
states for the years 1930-1939 and 1940-1944.

The materials in these Decimal Files have been microfilmed in the exact order and
condition in which they are found in the holdings of the National Archives and Records
Administration. Those documents that have not yet been declassified were removed
prior to filming and have been replaced with notes indicating their absence.

... The -documents found in-these files are predominantly instructions to and
despatches from diplomatic and:.consular officials and are often accompanied by
enclosures. Notes between the Department of State and foreign diplomats in the United
States, memoranda prepared by State Department officials, and correspondence with
officials of other government departments and with private businesses and persons are
also included.

These Decimal Files are part of the General Records of the Department of State,
National Archwes Record Group 59.

ABOUT THE DECIMAL FILING SYSTEM

From 1910 to 1963, the State Department used a decimal filing system to organize its
central files, which consequently became known as the “Decimal Files.” This filing
system is designed to permit access to the documents by subject. It uses a
numerical-subject organization that has three major parts: Class, Country, and Subject.

Class, Until 1950, there were nine numbered classes in the deczmal filing system,
each 0f which deszgnated a very broad sub}ect area. T’hese are:

Ciass 0: General, Miscellaneous

Class 1: Administration, U.S. Government

Class 2: Extradition -

Class 3: Protection of Interests
- Class 4: Claims -

Class 5: International Conferen’cies, Multilateral: Treaties, Disarmament,

League of Nations, and Interparliamentary Union

Class 6: Commerce, Customs Administration, an{i Trade Agreements

Class 7: Political Relations of States

Class 8: Internal Affairs of States -
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The records reproduced in this publication are from Class 7, Political Relations of States.

Country. The decimal filing system continues by assigning a number to each
country, as well as some larger geographic areas. The files are arranged in such a manner
that material referring to political relations between two states appears in the file of the
country with the lower country number. Hence, material concerning relations between
Ecuador (22) and Mexico (12) would appear in the Mexican file, but information
regarding Ecuador’s relations with Venezuela (31) would be found in the Ecuadoran file.
(A list of country numbers for the Latin American and Caribbean nations can be found

on page ix of this guide.)

Subject. Class 7 is organized according to a subject classification system, in which
each subject is assigned a number. The numerical-subject classification for the classes of

records begins on page 1 of this Guide.
File Periodization

The State Department divided its Decimal Files into arbitrary sections by date:
1910-1929, 1930-1939, 1940-1944, 1945-1949, 1950-1954, 1955-1959, and 1960-1963. Each
section is treated as a separate filing unit, organized by the numerical-subject classifi-
cation system. Within each section, therefore, all the documents pertaining to a par-
ticular subject are filed together. It is important for researchers to remember that the
Decimal Files are organized in these multiyear sections and cannot be accessed by

individual years.

Document File Numbers

In the decimal filing system, each document is assigned a file number that reflects
four pieces of information. An example, using a document in Decimal File 712.15, is
shown below:

712 .15 2/ 13
Mo @6 W

(1) Class Number. This document is part of Class 7, pertaining to political relations of
states.

(2) Country Number. Each document includes two country numbers indicating the two
countries between which the relationship exists. In this document, number 12 indicates
Mexico, and number 15 signifies Honduras.

(3) Subject Number. The number following the second country number refers to the
subject of the document. (The numerical-subject classification of Class 7 begins on page 1
of this Guide.) In this example, the number 2 denotes that the topic of the document
involves matters of commerce and navigation.

(4) Document Number. From 1910 until July 1944, the number following the slant (/)

indicated the sequence number of the document in the particular file; in the example
above, this would be the thirteenth document in the sequence of documents on the sub-
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ject of commerce and navigation in the particular period. From July 1944 on, the
document number reflects the date of the document’s creation. For example, a document
dated November 20, 1944, would be numbered 11-2044. This numbering system is also
used for documents that were created before July 1944 but not filed until after that date.

List of Papers and Purport Cards

The State Department prepared a List of Papers, or purport list, for each Decimal File
up to July 1944. This list records the documents in the order in which they appear in the
file. For each document, the List of Papers provides the document number, the place of
origin and often the author, the date of origin, an abstract of the contents, and other
relevant information. Beginning in July 1944, the State Department changed to
recording the same general information for each document on individual Purport Cards.

In this microfilm publication, the List of Papers or the Purport Cards corresponding
to the documents on each roll of microfilm are included at the beginning of the roll.
This serves as a convenient roll “table of contents.” Researchers should note, however,
that there are occasional discrepancies between what is listed and what actually appears
in the file.

USING THE MICROFILM

At the beginning of the first microfilm roll for each country or group of countries,
the researcher will find the following:

* The numerical-subject classification of Class 7
* The roll contents
* The List of Papers or Purport Cards relevant to the documents on that particular

roll

On each subsequent microfilm roll for countries whose file covers more than one
roll of film, only the relevant section of the List of Papers or Purport Cards appears.

Locating a Document by File Number

When you know the country and file number of a document and wish to locate it on
the microfilm, follow these steps:

(1) Go to the microfilm Roll Contents for the appropriate country and section, either in
this Guide or at the beginning of Roll 1 of the microfilm. The Roll Contents gives the
file number of the first and last document on each roll. Using this information,
determine the appropriate roll.

(2) Place this roll on the microfilm reader. Remembering that the documents are filed
in numerical order, turn to the desired document.
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Locating a Document by Subject

When you want to examine documents addressing a particular country or subject,
follow these steps:

(1) Check the country-number list, found on page ix, and the subject index, located on
page 3, to determine the country and file number.

(2) Check the appropriate microfilm Roll Contents to determine the roll or rolls of film
on which documents with this country and file number appear.

(3) Place the appropriate roll of film on the reader, turn to the List of Documents or
Purport Cards, if available, at the beginning, and scan the abstracts for documents with
this file number. Note the document numbers of any that seem promising.

(4) Turn in the roll of film to the material that you wish to examine.

CITATION OF DOCUMENTS

A general form for citing documents from the Decimal File is:

[Sender] to [recipient], [date], Department of State, Decimal File 7{12].[15], General
Records, Record Group 59, National Archives, Washington, DC.
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COUNTRY NUMBERS

The Argentine Republic
Bolivia

Brazil

Central America

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba

The Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador

35
24
32
13
25
21
18
37
39
2
16

Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Uruguay
Venezuela
The West Indian Republics

ix

14
38
15
12
17
19
34
23
33
31
36






ROLL CONTENTS

Records of the U.S. Department of State relating to Political Relations
of Latin American and Caribbean States, 1930-1944

Roll 1
Roll2

Roli 3
Roll 4

Roll 5
Roll 6
Roll 7
Roll 8
Roll 9
Roll 10
Roll 11
Roll 12
Roli 13
Roll 14
Roll 15
Roll 186
Rol 17

Roll 18
Roll 19

Roll 20
Roli21
Roll 22
Roll 23
Rolt 24

Mexico, 1930-39: 712.00/15—712.41/65

Mexico, 1930-39: 712.41/66 --712.945/1

Mexico, 1940-44: 712.00/58—712.945/3

Central America, 1930-39: 713.00/104—713.1311/279
Central America, 1930-39: 713.1311/280—713.39/1
Central America, 1940-44: 713.00/172--713.62/1

Guaternala, 1930-39:
Guatemala, 1930-39:
Guatemala, 1930-39:
Guaternala, 1930-39:
Gautemala, 1940-44:
" Guatemala, 1940-44:

Honduras, 1920-3%;
Honduras, 1930-39:
Honduras, 1930-3%:
Honduras, 1930-39:
Honduras, 1930-39:
Honduras, 1940-44:

714.00/1—714.1515/1155

714.1515/1156~714.1515 Press Comment /19

714.1515 Press Comment /2071444 A15/20

71444A15/21—714.932/5

714.15/46--714.44A15/249

71444 A15/250-714.94/4
715.00/2—715.1715/615-1/2
715.1715/615-1/2 (cont’'d 7151715 /883
715.1715/884-715.1715/1088
715.1715/1089~715.1715/1217
7151715/ 1218—715.625/3
715.00/8A—715.94/3

El Salvador, 1930-39: 716.00/5--716.942/3
El Salvador, 1940-44: 716.00/9--716.94/4

Nicaragua, 1930-39:
Nicaragua, 1940-44:

717.00/1—717.942/2
717.18/65—717.94/7

Costa Rica, 1930-39: 718.00/5--718.94/7

Costa Rica, 1940-44:

718.00/9—718.94/10

Panama, 1930-39: 719.00/15—-719.945/1.

Panama, 194044: 719.00/19—719.94/7
South America, 1930-39: 720.32/1

South America, 1940-44: 720.62/12-3041
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.00/10--721.23/208
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/209—721.23/403
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/404—721.23/620
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/621—721.23/820
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/821--721.23/1076
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Roll 25
Roll 26
Roll 27
Roll 28
Rolt 29
Roll 30
Roll 31

Rell 32
Roll 33
Roll 34
Roll 35
Roll 36
Roll 37
Roll 38
Roll 39
Roll 40
Rolt 41
Rolt 42
Roll 43
Roll 44
Roll 45
Roll 46
Roll 47
Roll 48
Roll 49
Roll 50
Roll 51
Roll 52
Roll 53
Roll 54
Roll 55
Roll 56
Roll 57
Roll 58
Roll 59
Roll 60
Roll 61
Roll 62

Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/1077--721.23/1352
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/1353—721.23/1600
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/1601—721.23/1919
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/1920—721.23/2195
Colombia, 1930-3%: 721.23/2196--721.23/2397
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.23/2398--721.31/70
Colombia, 1930-39: 721.3111/3-721.94/3-1/2
Colombia, 1940-44: 721.00/22-721.94/5

Ecuador, 193(-39:
Ecuador, 1930-39:
Ecuador, 1930-39:
Ecuador, 1940-44:
Ecuador, 1940-44:

Ecuador, 1940-44:

Ecuador, 1940-44:
Ecuador, 1940-44:
Ecuador, 1940-44:
Ecuador, 1940-44;
Ecuador, 1940-44:

Ecuador, 1940-44:
Ecuador, 1940-44:

722.00/3-—722.2315/890
722.2315/891—722.2315 /1070
722.2315/1071—722.94/5
722.00/19—722.2315/1621
722.2315/1622--722.2315/1927
722.2315/1928—722.2315/2227
722.2315/2228—722.2315/2490
722.2315/2491--722.2315/2764
722.2315/2765--722.2315/3077
722.2315/3078—722.2315/3380
722.2315/3381—722.2315/4256
722.2315/4257--722.2315/4530
722.2315/4531—722.93/3

Peru, 1930-39: 723.00/3—723.945/2
Peru, 1940-44: 723.00/32—723.94/10-344

Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-3%:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-3%;
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-39:
Bolivia, 1930-3%:

724.00/Orig—724.34119/88
724.34119/89—724.34119/271
724.34119/271 (cont’d)—724.34119/ 446
724.34119/447—724.34119/634
724.34119/635—724.34119/766
724.34119/767-724.34119 /849
724.34119/850—724.34119 /960
724.34119/961--724.34119 /1081
724.34119/10682—724.34119/1169

724 34119/1170—724.34119/1335
724.34119/1336--724.34119/1535
724.34119/1536—724.34119/1661
724.34119/1662—724.34119/1778
724.34119/1778 {cont’d)}-724.3415/ 1197
724.3415/1198—724.3415/1553
724.3415/1554—724.3415/1742A
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Roll 63 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/1742A {cont'd)—724.3415/1952

Roll 64 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/1953--724.3415/2174-1/2

Roll 65 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/2175—724.3415/2414-4/13

Roll 66 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/2414-5/13--724.3415 /2639

Roll 67 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/2640—724.3415/2898

Roll 68 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/2809--724.3415/3177

Roli 69 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/3178—724.3415/3384

Roll 70 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/3385--724.3415/3647

Roll 71 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/3648—724.3415/3882

Roll 72 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/3883—724.3415/4159

Roll 73 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/4160—724.3415/4400

Roll 74 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/4401—724.3415 /4670

Roli 75 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/4671—724.3415/4910

Roll 76 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/4911--724.3415/5146C

Roll 77 Bolivia, 1930-39: 724.3415/5147-—724.3415 Press Comments/ 135
Roll 78 Bolivia, 1930-3%: 724.3415 Press Comments/136—724.65/1
Roll 79 Bolivia, 1940-44: 724.00/11—724.34119/1900

Roll 80 Bolivia, 1940-44: 724.34119/1901—724.94/1

Roll 81 Chile, 1930-39: 725.00/7—725.932/6

Roll 82 Chile, 1940-44: 725.00/14—725.94/15

Venezuela, 1930-39: 731.00/7—731.94/2
Venezuela, 1940-44: 731.00/10—731.93/8-1444

Roll 83 Brazil, 1930-39: 732.00/4—-732.94/7

Brazil, 1940-44: 732.00/12—732.949 Judicial/1
Roll 84 Uruguay, 1930-39: 733.00/7—733.8311/4
Roll 85 Uruguay, 194044: 733.00/11—733.94/2

Paraguay, 1930-39: 734.00/3—734.65/2
Paraguay, 1940-44: 734.00/12—734.94/1
Argentina, 1930-39: 735.00/10--735.94/2

Roll 86 Argentina, 1940-44: 735.00/24—735.94/11
Cuba, 1930-39: 737.00/1-737.945/11
Cuba, 1940-44: 737.00/8--737.94/3

Roll 87 Haiti, 1930-39: 738.00/3—738.39/253

Roll 88 Haiti, 1930-39: 738.39/254—738.3915/482
Roll 89 Haiti, 1930-39: 738.3915/483--738.65/1
Roll 90 Haiti, 1940-44: 738.00/6-738.94/3

Dominican Republic, 1930-39: 739.00/1—739.93 Manchuria/1
Dominican Republic, 1940-44: 739.00/10--739.94/1

xiii






NUMERICAL-SUBJECT LISTING OF DOCUMENTS

INCLASS 7 RECORDS
1930-1949
700 Political relations of states
701 Diplomatic representation (diplomatic privileges, immunities, etc.)
.01 Right of residence, transit, etc.
02 Protection of person, dwelling, etc.
03 Freedom of communication and inviolability of correspondence
04 Confinement of correspondence to official channels
035 Exemption from judicial process
06 Exemption from taxation
07 Duty to observe pelice regulations
.08 Abstention from politics
09 Other privileges, immunities, etc.
e Diplomatic service of country **
xRt Diplomatic representation of country ** in country 17
L0071 Dipiomatic corps in country 11
702 Consular representation (consular privileges, immunities, etc.)
01 Right of residence, transit, etc,
02 Protection of person, dwelling, etc.
03 Freedom of communication and inviolability of correspondence
04 Free exercise of functions
05 Amenability 1o judicial process
06 Amenability to taxation
07 Amenability to police regulations
08 Abstention from politics
.09 Other pﬁvﬂeges, immunities, etc.
e Consular service of courntry
AT Consular representation of country ** in countsy Tt
007t Consular body residing in country 11

703.%*%1t  Representation of interests of United States by dzpiomanc, and congular officers of
country ** in country 11

704.*¥*+7  Representation of interests of country ** by Ameﬁcan diplomatic and consular officers
in country 1+

705.**11  Represertation in the United States of interests of counny *k by diplomatic and consular
officers of country 11

706.%*7t  Representation in foreign countries of interests of counu*y ** by diplomatic and consular
officers of country 11

707.%*tt  Relations of diplomatic and consular officers of country ** with diplomatic and consular
officers of country 11



710 Relations of American states
Intemnational conferences of American states

710.A. Washington, 1889 710.E Santiago, 1923
710.B  Mexico, 1902 710F Habana, 1928
710.C Rio, 1906 710.G  Montevideo, 1933
710.D Buenos Aires, 1910 710.H lLima, 1938
001 Pan American Union
g1 Relations of United States with other American states
713 Relations of Central American states
001 Central American Court of Justice at Cartago
TRETY Relatons; bilateral treaties
10 General
701 International law, diplomacy
g1l Political
Tl War, peace, friendship, afliance, nonaggression
F1111 Neutrality
J1112 Neutral commerce (freedom of the seas, civil warfare, contraband of
war, blockade, trading with the enemy)
Ft112a United States list of contraband and trading with the enemy list
1113 Enemy property
1T113a United States property in enemy countries
1114 Prisoners of war
g114a United States priscners of war
1115 Civil prisoners, enemy noncombatants
Ji116 Hlegal and inhumane warfare (prohibited acts, bombardment of
unfortified areas)
JT117 Hospital ships
1118 Military observers, civilian observers
3119 Termination of war {mediation, armistice)
J112 Arbitration, Conciliation, Kellogg Antiwar Pact
Jt13 Limitation of armaments
4 Cession of territory, disputed sovereignty over noncontiguous territory
115 Boundary questions, composition of differences
151 Delimitation of boundary
152 Demarcation, boundary commission (proceedings, journals)
1153 Appropriations, their disbursement
1154 Supplies, facilites
3155 Boundary waters (poilution)
1156 Navigation (ferries)
1157 Improvement of navigation (bridges, removal of obstructions)
TT158 Boundary fences
116 Diversion of boundary waters
118 Neutral rights and duties
412 Commerce and navigation
g121 Consular functions
F22 Workmen's compensation
F124 Regulation of corporations
127 Aenal navigation
G128 Canal




SUBJECT INDEX FOR CLLASS 7 RECORDS

Note: ** and 7 indicate Country Numbers

Aerial navigation

treaties, etc., regulating
Alliance, relations of states
Ambassadors

foreign
American states, conferences,

relations of states
Amity, treaties of
Arbitration

relations of states
Armaments

limitations of
Armistice
Asiatic Monroe Doctrine
Attachés

foreign

Blockade, neutral commerce
Bombardment of unfortified areas
Boundaries, international
delimitation of
demarcation of
Boundary commissions
proceedings and joumals
Boundary fences
Boundary waters
diversion of
pollution of
Bridges
international

Canals
relations of states
Central American states, relations
of states
Cession of territory
Chargés d"affaires
foreign
Civil
prisoners of war
procedure
treaties
Civilian observers, war
Commerce, neutral

TREFT2T
TEET1

T0L**4¢

710
T

T** 3712

TR 113
TR 11119
790.94

701.4%tt

TE* 41112
T** 17116
7E* 1115

7**17151
TH* 37152
T 11152
TE* 11158
T 11155
7**.1%16

717155

TR* 11157

TR 128

713
TH 114

701.*%++
TE* $1115
7H* +49

7> 11118
TR 1112

19301549

Commerce and navigation, treaties
Commercial attachés
foreign
Conciliation
Conferences
of American states
Consular finctions
free exercise of
treaties
Consular officers
American
relations with foreign
representatives
representation of foreign
interests by
foreign :
relations with American
representatives

representation of American

interests by

Consular offices

foreign
Consular privileges and immunities
Consular representation, foreign
Consular service

foreign
Consuls -

foreign
Contraband of war

American
Corporations

regulation of, treaties -
Correspondence :

consular, inviclability of

diplomatic

confinement to official
channels
inviolability of

Counselors, embassy and legation

foreign
Court

Central American at Cartago

Diplomacy, international law

112

F01**17
T** 1112

710

702.04
7R+ T121

TO7x*11

704 %%+
702

707 %%t
703

702

702

702

702

702
TREETII2
7E*R 171122
TF* 1124
702.03
701.04
701.03
T01%%11
713.001

7 +101



Diplomatic corps
Diplomatic officers
American
relations with foreign
representatives
representation of foreign
interests by
foreign
relations with American
representatives
represertation of American
interests by
Diplomatic offices
foreign
Diplomatic privileges and immun-
ities
Diplomatic representation, foreign
Diplomatic service
forsign
Disarmament
Drigs
treaties

Embassies and legations
foreign
Enemy property
American
Envovs
foreign
Establishment treaties
Exequatur, consular officers
Extraterritoriality, treaties

Fences, boundary
Ferries, intemational waters
Fisheries
treaties
Foreign Service officers
American
relations with foreign
representatives
representation of foreign
interests by
Freedom of the seas
Friendship treaties
Fur seals
reaties

Great Lakes, permission for naval
vessels 1w enter

Hospital ships
newrality of

701

707 %*+%

704 %11
701

TO7**4t
703 x4
701

701
701

701
7113

TH* IO

701
T 1113
TR F1113a

TO1¥*+

T

702

T FT158
THIT156

7% 458

T07.%%¢+
704.%*%¢1

TA* 31112
T 1111

e it
711.42131

THEIT117

Immigration
freaties

Immunities
consular
diplornatic

International law

Joumals, boundary commissions
Judicial process

consular officers, amenability to

diplomatic officers, exemption
from

Liquor traffic
treaties

Mediation, relations of states
Military attachés
foreign
Military observers
Ministers
foreign
Mornrme Doctrine -
American
Asiatic

Narcotics
treaties
Naturalization
treaties
Naval attachés
foreign
Naval vessels

permission to enter Great Lakes

Navigation

boundary waters

improvement of

Neutral commerce
Neutral rights and duties
Neutrality

relation of states during war
Nonaggression
Noncombatants, ¢cnemy

Observers, civilian and military
Obstructions to navigation
boundary waters, removal of
Officers
consuiar
foreign
diplomatic
foreign
Opium traffic
treaties

TEETTS
702

701

T*E 1701
T** 77152
702.05

701.05

WALRRTS
it 3 91

TOL**17

7 1118

FO1 x5}

710.11
750.94

it
T 114
TOL**t
71142131
T** 11156
TEELTIST
TE* 11112
T¥* 11111
TR 111
TE* T
T*FTLLS
T¥*77118

T 1157

702
701
719




Pan American Union
Peace
reaties
Peace conference, Paris, 1919
personnel
Personnel
consular service
foreign
diplomatic service
foreign
Police regulations
consular amenability to
observance of, by diplomatic
officers
Politics
abstention of consular
officers from
abstention of diplomatic
officers from
Pollution of waters
boundary
Prisoners of war
civil
United States
Privileges
diplomatic
consuiar
Proceedings
boundary commissions
Property
enemy
United States, in enemy
countries
Protection of interests
American, by foreign diplo-

710.001

T 11
763.72119
763.72119P43
762

701

702.07

701.07

702.08
701.08

T** 17155
T 11114
THEFTLLS
T** . 17114a

701
702

TR*FT152
T¥* 11113

7**rT1‘1133

matic and consular officers 703

foreign, by American diplo-

matic and consular officers 704

Relations
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