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INTRODUCTION   

During the almost seven decades-long existence of the USSR, the leading organs of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) invariably acted as the principal regulating 
and directing powers in all spheres of activity of Soviet society. Decisions determining the 
nation's internal and foreign policies, the development of the various branches of industry, 
agriculture, science, culture, ideology, and more, were taken at Party congresses and 
plenums, sessions of the Politburo and the Secretariat of the Central Committee (CC) of the 
CPSU. But in the majority of cases, before documents came to the leaders of the Party and 
state, they were laboriously worked on by the various Sections of the Party's Central 
Committee apparat1. These Sections received voluminous and varied information about 
Soviet life and world events, including information and communications from ministries, 
departments and social organizations; letters by Soviet and foreign citizens; and much 
more. Within these Section, a peculiar initial selection of the documents took place; part of 
them were archived, while the remainder were directed to a higher level of authority, 
becoming the basis for important state decisions and resolutions. Sections of the Central 
Committee apparat, in fact, exercised the Party's control over the entirety of Soviet society, 
influencing (at times quite substantially) the character of the development of political and 
socioeconomic processes within the USSR and beyond its borders.     

The collection of declassified documents from Fond No. 52 ("Departmental Records of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union") of the Russian State 
Archive of Contemporary History (RGANI), offered here to researchers, consists of 
documents from different sections of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, 
which in the 1950s and 1960s supervised Party development work, ideology, propaganda, 
science, education, culture, and agriculture. At different moments within this period, the 
structure and content of documents deposited in these Sections changed, while the structure 
of the Sections themselves were repeatedly reorganized, their names and functions 
changing, sectors or subdivisions within them continuously being created or abolished. As 
a rule, these changes were connected with the strivings of the Communist Party leadership 
to improve the structure of Party and state administration, in order to optimize the 
functional tasks of the Party apparat. These efforts continued in later years as well; 
however, the period of Khrushchev's rule (1953-1964) was marked by the most frequent 
and radical (also far from always justified) structural transformations of the CC apparat.    

This collection allows us to trace in detail all these changes, giving researchers the 
opportunity to understand better how the Soviet system of administration operated in the 
post-Stalin period. Among the voluminous and diverse documents in the collection can be 
found drafts of resolutions of the Communist Party Central Committee and USSR Council 
of Ministers; notations; letters; information; accounts; shorthand transcripts; manuscripts; 
memos from Sections and their subdivisions, local Party and soviet organs, ministries, 

                                                          

 

1 Apparat is a Soviet term referring to government or Party bureaucratic personnel and organization. Trans.  
2 Russian and Soviet archives are divided into, first, a Fond, or large grouping of related documents, then 
subdivided into opisi, or descriptive subgroups, then into individual files, or dela. Trans. 



       
departments, Soviet missions abroad, scientific and cultural institutions, scholarly 
institutions, individuals and more.    

The functions of Sections whose documents comprise the present collection changed and 
were frequently duplicated or moved from one Section to another in the course of the 
frequent restructurings of the CC apparat.  As a result, the numerous opisi included in this 
collection have been united by thematic subgroups for convenience.    

Party Development Work 
(Opisi 15, 31)   

In the 1950s and 1960s, Party development work in the CC apparat was conducted by the 
following Sections: the Section for Party, trade union and Komsomol organs, the Section 
for the Republics; the Section for Party organs; the Section for the RSFSR (Russian Soviet 
Federated Socialist Republic); the Section for industry in the RSFSR; the Section for 
agriculture in the RSFSR.    

The Section for the Party, trade union and Komsomol organs was formed on July 10, 1948, 
by a resolution of the Politburo, and functioned until May, 1954.  On May 28, 1954, a 
resolution of the CC Presidium divided this Section into two: the Section for the Republics 
and the Section for the RSFSR. To the first of these two sections were also entrusted the 
functions of accounting for cadres, and the development of all materials on those cadres 
included in the nomenklatura3 of the Central Committee.   

On December 20, 1962, The CC Presidium approved a new structure of the apparat and 
changed the name of the Section for the Republics to the CC Section for Party Organs, 
which now consisted of two subdivisions: 1) the governance of industry and agriculture in 
the republics and 2) for central organizations and statutory-organizational questions. By 
this resolution, the CC Presidium abolished the Section for the RSFSR, passing its 
functions on to newly-created sections 

 

the Section for industry in the RSFSR and the 
Section for agriculture in the RSFSR.    

On December 12, 1964, the CC Presidium adopted the suggestion of the CC Bureau on the 
RSFSR regarding the unification of the Sections for RSFSR industry and for RSFSR 
agriculture into one Section for the RSFSR.  This was renamed the Section for RSFSR 
Party Development Work on June 11, 1965, by resolution of the CC Secretariat. This 
section was abolished on May 3, 1966, by a resolution of the CC Secretariat called, "On the 
Abolition of the Section for the RSFSR and the Structure and Personnel of Sections of the 
Central Committee."    

One year previously, on May 12, 1965, the CC Presidium adopted a resolution regarding 
the CC Section for Party Development Work, which existed unchanged until 1989.  

The tasks of the sections occupied with Party development work consisted in: rendering 
assistance to local Party, Komsomol and trade union organizations; exercising control over 

                                                          

 

3 The term 'nomenklatura'  refers both to the system of patronage controlled by Party committees and to the 
lists of appointees and positions covered in the patronage system.  Trans. 



       
the internal condition of the Party and over the organizational activities of the republic-, 
krai- (territory-), and oblast- (region-)level Party organizations and their governing organs 

with regard to the execution of Party and government decisions; generalization and use of 
Party work practices; and the solution of organizational-statutory issues. The Sections were 
also occupied with the training and re-training of cadres, collection and generalization of 
Party information, statistical data, and data from reports regarding the composition and 
personnel changes of the CPSU, as well as the accounting and analysis of the composition 
of leadership cadres.     

Among the documents pertaining to issues involved in the development of the Party and 
that of the system of soviets are included: materials about past CC plenums and measures 
for the execution of their resolutions; about current tasks of the Party in the area of 
agriculture; about discussions which took place at meetings of the republics' Party 
leadership regarding the results of the work of the CPSU Congresses, as well as the 
directives of the Congresses relating to the current Five Year Plans for the development of 
the national economy. These documents also include the materials regarding the leadership 
and political work of Party organizations, the practice of conducting Party meetings, and 
measures to improve and reduce the costs of the government apparat, the conducting of 
Congresses by the communist parties of the republics, of oblast-, city and district party 
conferences, elections to the Supreme Soviets of the union and autonomous republics, and 
to local soviets of workers' deputies. A significant portion of the documents also covers the 
role of Soviet trade unions in state, economic and cultural development, questions of Party 
leadership of the Komsomol, the structure and personnel of Party organs, improvement in 
the style and methods of Party leadership, and improvement in the level of ideological, 
educational and leadership work with the masses. A special role in the work of these 
Sections was given to consideration of workers' letters.   

Ideological work, propaganda and agitation 
(Opisi 16, 33, 55)  

During the period under study, ideological, propaganda and agitational work was 
conducted by the following CC Sections: the Section on Propaganda and Agitation for the 
Republics, the Section on Propaganda and Agitation for the RSFSR, the Ideological 
Section, and the Section on Propaganda and Agitation for the Central Committee of the 
CPSU.   

During the 1940s, the structure of the CC apparat included the then CC VKP(b)4 Section 
for Propaganda and Agitation. On December 30, 1950, by a decision of the Politburo, this 
Section was divided into four autonomous Sections: a Section on Propaganda and 
Agitation, a Section on Science and Educational Establishments, a Section on Literature 
and Art, and a Section on Schools.  Therefore, all the documents relating to ideological 
work, agitation and propaganda were concentrated in the first of these four Sections.    

In April, 1956, the CC CPSU Section on Propaganda and Agitation was subdivided into a 
Section on Propaganda and Agitation for the Republics and a Section on Propaganda and 

                                                          

 

4 The All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks (VKP(b)) was renamed the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union (CPSU) after the Nineteenth Party Congress, which took place in the fall of 1952.  Author's note. 



       
Agitation for the RSFSR. On December 20, 1962, a resolution of the CC Presidium 
abolished the Section on Propaganda and Agitation for the Republics and, together with a 

number of other structural subdivisions of the Central Committee, united it into a single 
Central Committee Ideological Section.   

On May 12, 1965, the Politburo adopted a resolution to abolish the Ideological Section and 
to reinstate the autonomous status of Sections previously included therein, including the 
Section on Propaganda and Agitation.  A year later, on May 3, 1966, a resolution taken by 
the CC Secretariat abolished the Sections for the RSFSR, including the Section on 
Propaganda and Agitation for the RSFSR. That Section was united into a single structure 
together with the general CC Section on Propaganda and Agitation, creating thereby a new 
Section on Propaganda, which endured until November, 1988.    

Sections responsible for the organization of Party agitational and propaganda work 
participated in the generalization of practices, in the development of the forms and methods 
of ideological work, and in the preparation of those resolutions of the Central Committee 
and of the USSR Council of Ministers which concerned ideology. They exercised control 
over the realization in practice of the Party's ideological programs, over mass political 
work and over cultural and educational activity. Special attention was devoted to those 
documents which related to the discussion and fulfillment of fundamental Party decisions 
and resolutions, e.g., regarding the execution of CC resolutions, "Re: Measures to Stop 
Pilgrimage to the So-Called 'Holy Sites'," "Re: Improvement of the Development of 
Television," and regarding a draft of a CC classified letter titled, "Re: Intensifying the 
Struggle against Drunkenness and the Production of Moonshine," and others.    

Materials compiled as a result of these Sections' activity reflect issues concerning the 
condition of and measures to improve political and educational work with the masses, 
regarding work within the system of political education and the activities of Central 
Committee propaganda groups, regarding the topics of lectures, presentations, and 
discussions of those questions pertaining to internal conditions and the situation abroad.  
These sets of documents are complemented by materials relating to the activities of 
societies for the dissemination of political and scientific knowledge, to the sociological 
study of problems involved in the upbringing of youth, and to the work of offices for 
political education, evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, and so on.    

These Sections' documents testify to the heightened attention devoted by the Communist 
Party to questions relating to the ideological justification for economic reforms: there are 
materials about the level of economic education of personnel, about certain "erroneous" 
directions and perversions in economic theory, about strengthening the role of economic 
science in economic administration, and about the activities of the "Znanie" (Knowledge) 
Society. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, issues relating to the antireligous activity of the 
Party were becoming pertinent: information about the work of the Council for the Affairs 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, about the activities of 'churchmen' and 'sectarians', about 
the heightening abroad of religious activity hostile to the USSR, etc.    

The materials from these Sections reflect the most current problems of that period, which 
demanded propaganda efforts on the part of the Party. These were problems related to 
international peace prizes, to measures for increasing anti-American propaganda, to the 



       
struggle against cosmopolitism, to the preparation of the multi-volume works, "The 
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union" and "The History of the Great 

Patriotic War of 1941-1945," and to other issues. These materials also reflect the problems 
involved in the development of the social sciences; in the work of the CC Institute of 
Marxism-Leninism, its branch institutions, and the CC Academy of Social Sciences; in the 
publication of new documents by Marx, Engels, and Lenin; and in the publication of 
academic works, memoirs, and collections of documents on the history of the CPSU and on 
foreign countries and their communist parties.    

Much attention was given to foreign political propaganda. Documents of this kind include 
memoranda and inquiries relating to certain questions involving the ideological work of the 
Chinese Communist Party; information about heightened anti-communist propaganda; 
about letters by Soviet citizens who emigrated to Israel; about statements by foreign 
tourists who visited the USSR; about the various forms of Soviet propaganda aimed at 
foreign countries; and the propaganda activities of Soviet embassies and other Soviet 
establishments abroad. Particularly representative are documents concerning the 
development of internal and foreign political propaganda transmitted via mass media, 
including such issues as the development of a network of central and local newspapers, 
magazines, publishers, radio and television broadcasting; shortcomings in their activity and 
measures to improve their work in those areas; the improvement of the material and 
technical bases for radio broadcasting; the strengthening of the struggle against foreign 
radio propaganda  and the anti-Soviet activity of certain foreign radio broadcasting 
companies; the training of journalists; the activity of the Sovinformburo (The Soviet 
Information Bureau), TASS (Telegraph Agency of the Soviet Union), and their 
corresponding stations in the USSR and abroad; etc.   

Science and Education  
(Opisi 17, 18, 35, 55)  

During 1950s and 1960s, problems of scholarship and education were dealt with by the 
following Sections of the Central Committee: the Section on Schools; the Section on the 
Sciences and Culture; the Section on Post-Secondary Institutions and Schools; the Section 
on the Sciences, Schools and Culture for the RSFSR; and the Section on the Sciences and 
Educational Institutions for the RSFSR.    

On July 3, 1952, the Section on the Sciences and Higher Educational Institutions, created 
in December, 1950, was divided into three autonomous Sections: a Section on Natural and 
Technical Sciences and Higher Educational Institutions, a Section on Philosophical and 
Jurisprudential Sciences and Higher Educational Institutions, and a Section on Economical 
and Historical Sciences and Higher Educational Institutions.  On March 25, 1953, a 
resolution of the Secretariat once more united these Sections and, together with the Section 
on Literature and Art which had also previously existed independently, they comprised the 
new Section on the Sciences and Culture.    

On September 29, 1955, a resolution of the Presidium divided the Section on the Sciences 
and Culture into two Sections: a Section for the Sciences and Higher Educational 
Institutions, and a Section for Culture. On May 31, 1956, the Section on Schools, which 
had been separated from the Section on Propaganda on December 30, 1950, was combined 



       
with the Section on the Sciences and Higher Educational Institutions and, accordingly, 
renamed as the Section on the Sciences, Higher Educational Institutions and Schools.     

In the years 1956 to 1966, Sections were twice created within the structure of the CC 
apparat to supervise science and education in the RSFSR: on April 16, 1956, the Section 
on the Sciences, Schools and Culture in the RSFSR, which was abolished on December 20, 
1962; and on December 12, 1964, the Section on the Sciences and Educational Institutions 
in the RSFSR, which was abolished in its turn on May 3, 1966, by a resolution of 
Secretariat.    

The Section on the Sciences, Higher Educational Institutions and Schools was abolished on 
December 20, 1962, like many other Sections, and united with them as Sub-Sections of the 
Ideological Section. On May 12, 1965, according to a resolution of the Presidium, the 
Ideological Section was abolished and an autonomous Section on the Sciences and 
Educational Institutions was formed.    

The Sections of the Central Committee devoted to the sciences and education analyzed the 
state of the sciences in the USSR and abroad, created recommendations and directions, 
aided in the implementation of these directions in scholarly and popular works, controlled 
the work of ministries, departments, organizations and institutions, concerned themselves 
with problems of science, education, the functioning of scientific research institutions, and, 
beginning in the mid-1960s, also with problems of healthcare, social security and medical 
industry. These Sections also exercised control over the activities of ministries, 
departments, scientific establishments and educational institutions concerning the selection, 
training and professional qualification of personnel included in the Central Committee 
nomenklatura.    

The documents from these Sections also include: various materials concerning the work of 
scientific establishments and scientific research institutions; concerning the activity of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences, the academies of the union republics, their subdivisions, 
branches and scientific-research institutions; concerning the participation of Soviet scholars 
in international and all-Union congresses, conferences, meetings and expeditions.     

Here memoranda, reports and other documents concerning the development of the natural, 
technical and social sciences, space exploration, studies relating to the philosophical 
problems of modern natural sciences, as well as projects in the field of science and 
technology which were nominated for Lenin and State Prizes were also deposited. Of 
special interest are documents relating to the international contacts of Soviet science: those 
regarding the development and strengthening of scientific contacts with foreign scholars; 
plans for scientific cooperation between the USSR, the People's Republic of China, the 
German Democratic Republic, Sweden and other states; the work of Soviet specialists in 
foreign countries; joint scientific studies in various fields; and more.     

The subdivisions of the Sections supervising the problems of education include documents 
concerning the activities of the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, the Ministries of 
Education of the USSR and the RSFSR, other ministries and departments concerned with 
the problems of public education, the state of pre-school education, the reorganization of 
teachers' colleges into pedagogical universities and their strengthening with qualified 



       
cadres of instructors, as well as the strengthening of local schools with pedagogical 
cadres. A separate set of documents concerns the fulfillment of the resolutions of the 

Central Committee, the CC Bureau for the RSFSR, and the Council of Ministers of the 
USSR and the RSFSR, e.g.: "Re: The Liquidation of Illiteracy among the Population," "Re: 
The Improvement of the Construction of Boarding Schools in the RSFSR in 1959," "Re: 
Measures to Reduce the Use of the Multi-Shift System of Instruction in the Schools of the 
RSFSR," etc. In connection with the aspirations of the country's leadership to achieve 
universal eight-year education, the Sections' collections include a large amount of materials 
concerning this problem: about the general direction of reform for secondary and 
vocational schools, about the introduction of new plans of instruction in schools, about 
school-building, the development of "Rules of Spelling and Punctuation in Russian," about 
the publication of school textbooks, the summoning of the All-Union Party Conference for 
Public Education, the conducting of a conference for Education Ministers from the union 
republics concerning political education (1956), about a republic-level scholarly conference 
on the problems of improving Russian language instruction in the primary schools of the 
Central Asian republics, about the organization of all-day schools and so on.    

By the 1960s, the amount of documents relating to the problems of higher education also 
increased. Among them one can often find materials about scientific research in institutions 
of higher learning, about corrections to the seven-year plan of development of public 
economy in the area of higher and secondary special education, about the plans for the 
reception of a delegation of education workers from a number of countries, and about the 
dispatching of Soviet instructors abroad, etc.   

Culture  
(Opisi  17, 36, 55)  

During the period under study the problems of culture were dealt with by the following CC 
Sections: the Section on Literature and Art, the Section on the Sciences, Schools and 
Culture for the RSFSR, the Ideological Section and the Section on Culture.    

On December 30, 1950, in accordance with a resolution of the Politburo, the Section on 
Literature and Art was separated from the Section on Propaganda and Agitation. On March 
25, 1953, according to a resolution of the CC Secretariat, the Section on Literature and Art 
was included within the Section on Science and Culture.  On September 29, 1955, 
according to a resolution of the CC Presidium, the Section on Science and Culture was 
transformed into two autonomous subdivisions, one of which was the Section on Culture. 
A short time later, on April 15, 1956, the Section on the Sciences, Schools and Culture for 
the RSFSR was created.    

By a resolution of the CC Presidium on December 20, 1962, both Sections (the Section on 
Culture and the Section on the Sciences, Schools and Culture for the RSFSR) were 
abolished and included within the Ideological Section.  On May 12, 1965, the Ideological 
Section was liquidated, but only the Section for Culture was reinstated as an autonomous 
Section.    

Those Sections supervising problems of culture directed the activities of the Ministries of 
Culture of the USSR and the RSFSR and the State Committees on cinematography, on 



       
artistic unions, on institutions and educational institutes devoted to literature and art, on 
the press, on those enterprises subordinated to these Ministries, departments and artistic 

unions, as well as on other artistic and cultural organizations.  They conducted individual 
work with cultural figures, as well as exercising control over the practical execution of the 
Party's decisions concerning artistic culture.    

These Sections' materials also reflect reference materials, memoranda, and reports on an 
inspection regarding the implementation by the nation's theaters of a resolution of the 
VKP(b) of August 26, 1946 (Re: The Repertoire of Drama Theaters and Measures for Its 
Improvement); on the discussion of the CC resolution, "Re: The Correction of Errors in the 
Evaluation of the Operas 'Great Friendship', 'Bogdan Khmelnitsky', and 'From the Heart'," 
on the implementation of the CC resolution, "Re: Significant Shortcomings in the 
Organization of Theatrical Tours," and so on. A large set of documents relates to problems 
of the Party's leadership of Soviet culture: the development of Soviet literature after the 
Twentieth Party Congress; shortcomings in the work of the Ministry of Culture in the field 
of cinema and music; the activity of the Committee for Lenin Prizes in Literature and Art; 
the Central Committee discussions of the problems of art and literature and literary 
criticism.    

Many documents concern the work of writers' organizations and literary journals and 
newspapers, the activities of the A.M. Gorky Institute of World Literature, as well as the 
situation in the Moscow writers' organization. Here there are also documents concerning 
the competition for the creation of a new anthem for the USSR and the preparation for the 
World Festivals of Youth and Students, the state of circus art and the work of professional 
theaters, the development of Soviet fine and monumental arts and the improvements in the 
preservation of cultural monuments, the construction of a new building for the Tretyakov 
Gallery and the construction of monuments, sculptures and obelisks. Separate sets of 
documents relate to the cinematographic sector, which was rapidly developing: information 
and memoranda concerning the work of the nation's film studios, the production and 
release of feature films, popular scientific, documentary and educational films, oversight of 
cinematography on the part of the Ministry of Culture, shortcomings in acquiring and 
dubbing foreign films, the showing of films on television, etc.    

Especially significant attention in these documents is given to the international connections 
of Soviet cultural figures. Among the documents are materials concerning the search for 
and acquisition abroad of cultural archives belonging to the various Soviet nationalities, 
about the publication abroad of Boris Pasternak's novel, Doctor Zhivago, and Vladimir 
Dudintsev's novel, Not by Bread Alone, about the Nobel Prize awarded to Boris Pasternak, 
and about the correspondence of the writer Boris Polevoi with the American writer Howard 
Fast, about the transfer by the Soviet Union to the GDR of German cultural valuables, 
about joint film production with foreign cinema firms, about international cultural contacts, 
the participation of Soviet cultural figures in international conferences, etc.    

Agriculture 
(Opisi  24, 45)  



       
In the 1950s and 1960s, the problems of agriculture were dealt by the Section for 
Agriculture, the Section for Agriculture for the RSFSR, and the Section for Agriculture 

for the republics.    

On July 10, 1948, by a decision of the Politburo, the Section for Agriculture was 
reconstituted; it had existed as an independent Section from February, 1934 to April, 1946. 
On January 13, 1954, by a resolution of the Secretariat, the Section for Agriculture for the 
RSFSR was organized, and on August 14, 1954, the Section for Agriculture was renamed 
the Section for Agriculture for the Republics.    

On May 12, 1965, by a resolution of the Presidium, the Section for Agriculture for the 
Republics was renamed as the Section for Agriculture. On May 3, 1966, the Section for 
Agriculture for the RSFSR was abolished and included in the Section for Agriculture, 
which continued to exist in this form until 1983.    

Sections dealing with the problems of agriculture exercised control over those activities of 
ministries and departments which were included in the agro-industrial complex, and over 
the activities of the local Party, soviet and economic organs, which were concerned with 
the development of agriculture and supporting sectors, over the fulfillment of the country's 
demand for food products and agricultural commodities, as well as control over the 
development and implementation of One- and Five Year Plans for the economic and social 
development of agriculture and participation in the resolution of personnel issues, and in 
the preparation of documents for the Central Committee.    

The documents of the agricultural Sections reflect their activities concerning the 
implementation of the Party's directives and resolutions on agricultural matters. They 
contain: materials about the preparations for the September, 1953, as well as consequent 
CC Plenary Sessions for Agricultural Matters, and about the measures for implementation 
of their resolutions; about exercising control and rendering assistance to the Central 
Committees of the various republics' Communist Parties, to krai- and oblast-level Party 
Committees, and to Ministries and Departments, in the implementation of resolutions of the 
Party, the Soviet government and of State Plans for agriculture; and about rendering 
assistance for the purpose of strengthening the leadership of local agricultural organs, 
kolkhozy (collective farms), machine-tractor stations, sovkhozy (state collective farms), etc.    

Information was also deposited among the RGANI documents about the expansion of 
irrigated and drained lands, about the state of forestry and establishment of soil-protecting 
forest cultivation, about providing for the fulfillment and overfulfillment of state plans for 
the production and procurement of goods from agriculture and animal husbandry, about the 
implementation in agricultural production of the achievements of science and the latest 
experience, about the organization of specialized sovkhozy and kolkhozy  and the 
improvement of food resources around large cities and industrial centers.    

During the rule of Nikita Khrushchev, the problems of agriculture were given heightened 
attention, and therefore the documents on this topic encompass the widest range of issues: 
material and technical assistance given to sovkhozy and kolkhozy (such as the 
reorganization of machine-tractor stations, an increase in the production of tractors, 
automobiles, other agricultural vehicles, spare parts, broadening resources for repair, 



       
providing agriculture with technical personnel, specialists and machinery); the opening up 
of new, including virgin-soil, lands (including the organization of new sovkhozy and 

strengthening those already in existence, the expansion of irrigation and drainage and 
improvement in the utilization of irrigated lands); problems related to the material 
stimulation of peasant labor and the use of the latest achievements of agricultural science 
(problems related to monetary remuneration for work done on kolkhozy and of the supply 
of collective farm workers and agricultural specialists, the removal of shortcomings in the 
biological and agricultural sciences, the strengthening of VASKhNIL (The All-Union 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences) with cadres of scientists, the elevation of collective 
farm workers' material interest in the public economy via incentives, the rendering of 
assistance for the agronomical and zoological servicing of sovkhozy and kolkhozy, the 
implementation of progressive technologies in the cultivation of agricultural cultures); etc.    

Special attention was given to agricultural planning. The Sections' materials include: 
numerous documents concerning suggestions for the compilation of current Five Year and 
Seven Year Plans in the area of agriculture, for forming the One Year Plans and the most 
important directions for the development of agriculture in the prospective period (1960-
1980); documents concerning the fulfillment by agricultural workers of their obligations 
regarding production and sale to the state of the products of agriculture and husbandry; 
plans to expand the technical basis of the stockpiling organs and processing industry, 
strengthening resources for feeding livestock, etc. Also presented are documents 
concerning the economic, scientific and technical relations between the USSR and foreign 
countries in the area of agriculture, the mutual exchange of delegations, the use of the latest 
foreign experience, and so on.   

*    *    *  

Presented in a unified complex of documents, the Collection's materials substantially 
expand our opportunities for the study of Soviet history in the second half of the twentieth 
century; they introduce into scholarly circulation a significant mass of new, previously 
classified archival documents. Together with previously published complexes of 
documents from the holdings of RGANI (the CPSU Congresses and Plenary Sessions of 
the Central Committee, the General Section of Central Committee and the CC Section for 
Relations with Foreign Communist Parties), they promote an improved understanding of 
the processes involved in the formulation and adoption of decisions by the Soviet political 
leadership with regard to the various problems of domestic and foreign policy in the USSR. 
Documents included in the Collection may be used for the study of such problems as the 
mechanisms of Party leadership and the administration of science and culture, the problems 
of Party organization in the USSR, the socio-economic transformations in the Soviet 
village during the rule of Nikita Khrushchev, the role of ideology in Soviet society, etc. 
The Collection's materials will be of significant interest to historians, researchers, 
journalists and a wide circle of readers wishing to familiarize themselves with previously 
unknown pages of recent history.  

Mikhail Yu. Prozumenshchikov 
Russian State Archive of Contemporary History 

Moscow, 2003 
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