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All items included in The Foundations of Modern Europe, Series One: the Archives of European Movement
are reproduced by agreement with the contributing library. The microfiche and accompanying material may
not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior permission of Primary Source Microfilm
and the European University Institute, Florence.

Technical Note

Primary Source Microfilm has set itself the highest standards in the field of archivally permanent microfiche
and microfilm. All our products are published in accordance with international standards established by the
Association for Information and Image Management (AlIM) and the American National Standards Institute
(ANSI).

However, it must be noted that Series One: the Archives of the European Movement has been produced from
film and fiche already in existence at the EUI. Therefore, attention must be drawn to the condition of the
original documents. The archive of the European Movement (Fond ME) consists of records and
correspondence printed or written in a variety of inks and pens on varying paper types, some of which have
deteriorated over time. Flimsy and discoloured paper has rendered the original documents difficult to read.
Such characteristics at the time of filming often overide the most stringent test and camera aterations. Thus,
these weaknesses are evident in the film and subsequent fiche held at the EUI.

Primary Source Microfilm reproduced the fiche for publication adhering to ANSI standards, but the existing
fiche images were such that contrast techniques could not dispel al the inadequacies. Therefore, several of
the images are of reduced visibility. Conscious of this, we have chosen to include these fiche in order to make
available the wholefile.
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INTRODUCTION

by
Professor Peter Marsh

The European Movement, a pressure group set up in the wake of World War 11, chose a disarmingly bland
name for itself and its exploratory mission. Who could take issue with an association of the national and
international groups that were springing up everywhere in search of a way to bring the countries of Europe
together after centuries of increasingly terrible internecine warfare? This objective had such broad appeal
that the association was convened under the leadership of Winston Churchill, his son-in-law Duncan Sandys,
and the Conservatives of Britain who had no intention of taking their country into any federation of Europe.
Yet when in 1950 Paul-Henri Spaak of Belgium took over the presidency of the European Movement, it
became a forum for advance towards a federal United States of Europe.

That objective was always controversial. The European Movement continually experienced sharp internal
argument between advocates of federation and those who did not want to move beyond intergovernmental
co-operation among the states of Europe. Spaak was not initially a federalist. The evolution of his thought
mirrored and facilitated the growth of federalist opinion within the European Movement. Nor was the
evolution of opinion in this direction steady. It was set back by the defeat in 1954 of the plan to create a
European Defence Community. Later, however, when President de Gaulle of France fought against
federalism in any form and weakened the supranational institutions of the European Community, his success
stiffened the commitment of the European Movement to federalism.

In its early formative years, the Movement convened conferences about the various fields of action in which
the states of Europe might co-operate. A conference in Brussels in February 1949 concentrated on political
problems, including how best to set up a representative assembly and draft a charter of human rights. A
conference in Westminster that April focussed on the economy with aview to consolidating the basic sectors
of European industry and creating a common market. A conference in Lausanne in December concentrated
on cultural issues and education. The following July there was a conference in Rome on the socia issues to
which the combining states of Europe should pay attention.

The archives of the European Movement take the researcher inside each of these episodes and many morein
the formation of what became the European Union. The archives aso reveal how the European Movement
was organised, how its leaders reached their conclusions, and how it strove to mobilise public opinion,
particularly among the post-war generation of young people. The coverage of these papers extends from
1940 to 1987, though the material is much stronger for the decade from 1947 to '57, when the Movement was
most effective. Once the Treaty of Rome was signed by the founding nations of the European Community,
people who were anxious to bring about the unification of Europe turned their attention away from the
unofficial European Movement towards the governmental action of the member states and the institutions of
the European Community. Nevertheless, the Movement remained useful as a forum to encourage
participation in the European Community among states that had not yet joined and to enable advocates of
European integration to advance the common cause.

The index to the accompanying microform edition of the archives of the European Movement has been
arranged in chronological order to facilitate appreciation of their contents. Within this order, the archives fall
roughly into thirds: first the papers on the founding decade of the 1940s, second those on the formative years
from the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community in 1950 to the signing of the Treaty of Rome
in 1957, and finally the papers on the remaining years to 1987.

The opening section begins in 1940 with correspondence of Duncan Sandys, who was to become the first
president of the executive committee of the European Movement when it was founded after the war. The
ensuing papersinclude the speech of Winston Churchill, Sandys father-in-law, in 1946 at Zurich that inspired

13
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the establishment of the Movement. Thereis an abundance of correspondence with the national associations
that were formed to affiliate with the European Movement by (in a sometimes surprising chronological order)
Belgium, Italy, Hungary, France, Portugal, the Netherlands, Austria, Spain, Y ugoslavia, Switzerland, Turkey,
Great Britain, Denmark, the Ukraine, Ireland, Norway, the Baltic states, Czechoslovakia, West Germany,
Sweden, Romania, Bulgaria, and Poland. Inlinewith thislist of countries, there is correspondence about the
relations to the Movement of the states in eastern and central as well as western Europe. There are papers
on the various commissions, conferences and congresses established by or in association with the European
Movement, especialy the Congress at The Hague in 1948 and the conference at Westminster in 1949 on the
economy. There are papers of the central executive and divisional organisation of the European Movement,
on its finances and budget, and on its increasingly important youth movement, the Council of European
Youth. There is correspondence with kindred organisations such as the Council of Europe and on a variety
of constitutional, social and cultural, legal, educational and publicity issues. There is correspondence with
representatives of most parts of the spectrum of political opinion in Europe, left, right and centre. Thereis
also a small amount of correspondence with leaders in the United States, including William Fulbright and
Averell Harriman.

There are more papers on the formative period from 1950 to 1957 than on the preceding or following years.
The two men who took over the presidency of the European Movement in these years, first Paul-Henri Spaak
of Belgium and then Robert Schuman of France, bulk large in this section. Thereis amass of documentation
on the Council of European Y outh, including correspondence of its secretary general Jean Moreau, and some
aso on affiliated youth organisations, some Catholic, others politically motivated including the Y oung
European Federalists and the Young European Liberals. Correspondence continues with the affiliated
national organisations including for the first time one from Greece. There are more papers of the executive
committee, papers too from the Committee of Action which became the driving motor of the European
Movement and from other federalist organisations. There is a noteworthy collection of correspondence with
Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi, one of the foremost proponents of European integration. There are papers on
the Coa and Steel Community, on the agitation before and after French rejection of the European Defence
Community, and on the parallel succession of congresses and conferences.

Once the European Economic Community was set up in 1958, it provided a new focus for the energies of the
federalists who had inspired the European Movement for the previous seven years. The remainder of its
archives include papers on the immediate termination of the Council of European Y outh and on subsequent
attempts to give the European Movement a new sense of purpose. The Committee of Action continued to
function as its motor, pressing for direct election to the European assembly or parliament. New concerns are
reflected in papers on a conference on "Europe-Afrique”, on British entry into and further enlargement of the
EEC extending eventually to Spain and Portugal, and on partnership between Europe and the United States.
There are papers and correspondence of Walter Hallstein during and after his presidency of the European
Commission, a little with Jean Monnet, more with Duncan Sandys. But the papers of the European
Movement become routine in the mid-1970s. The great days when it gave rise to the European Community
had passed.
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FR:EN
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EN;FR
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LECE

= EN;FR
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EN;FR

647

1952
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DE;EN;FR

1035



FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN EUROPE, SERIES 1: THE EUROPEAN MOVEMENT

02/02/52

Réunion du comité spécial du ME pour la CEJ a Paris
FR

466

03/02/52
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Comité d'action: correspondance échangée entre |le secrétariat international et le MSEUE,
notamment avec Enrique Gironella
FR

= 822

= 27/11/52
= 22/12/54
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DA;DE;EN;FR;NL

206

1953

1959
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Réunion du comité d'action tenue a Paris
FR
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Réunion des secrétaires nationaux
FR;EN

1420

79



FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN EUROPE, SERIES 1: THE EUROPEAN MOVEMENT

20/04/53

Réunion du comité d'action a Paris
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Réunion du bureau exécutif international a Paris
EN;FR

474

1954

1955
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Réunion du comité directeur a Bruxelles
EN;FR

= 2045

= 28/02/74
= 01/03/74

Réunion des secrétaires genéraux a Rome
FR

= 2055

20/03/74
Réunion du comité exécutif a Orly
FR

= 1994

30/03/74
Réunion du comité directeur a Bruxelles

= FR
= 2026

30/03/74
Réunion du comité directeur a Bruxelles

= FR
= 2046
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Apr-74
Sep-74

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris du 30 au 31/05/1974

DE;EN;FR
1765

17/05/74

Réunion du comité exécutif a Orly
FR

1995

30/05/74

31/05/74

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris
FR

2029

31/05/74

Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

2022

28/06/74

Réunion du comité exécutif a Orly
FR

1996

= Jul-74

Dec-74

Collogue international 'Europe - Amérique: La coopération entre les Etats-Unis d Amérique et
I'Europe, en particulier la Communauté européenne’ tenu a Hambourg du 07 au 09/11/1974

EN;FR
1625

02/10/74
Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
FR

= 2000

09/11/74

Réunion du comité exécutif a Hambourg
FR

2001

16/12/74

Réunion du comité exécutif a Naples
FR

2002
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16/01/75

Réunion du comité exécutif a Milan
FR

2003

17/01/75

18/01/75

Réunion du comité directeur a Milan
FR

2027

17/01/75
Réunion du comité exécutif a Milan

= FR
= 2108

= Mar-75
= May-75
Avis du ME adresse a L éo Tindemans pour |'élaboration de son rapport au sujet de I'Union
politique: Session du conseil fédéral du ME a Paris du 09 au 10/05/1975

= EN;FR;NL
= 1766

Mar-75

‘Britain needs Europe, Europe needs Britain', document établi et publié par le 'Brussels Britain in

Europe Group' affilié au ME

= EN
= 1887

04/03/75

Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
= FR

2005

03/04/75
Réunion du comité exécutif a Vienne
FR

= 2004

04/04/75

Réunion du comité exécutif a Vienne
FR

2107

11/04/75
Réunion des trésoriers a Bruxelles

= FR

2057
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ED:= 11/10/75
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LN:= FR

DO:= 2028

BD:= 10/10/75

ED:= 11/10/75

Tl:= Réunion du comité directeur a Bruxelles
LN:= EN;FR

DO:= 2041

BD:= 10/10/75

Tl:= Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
LN:= FR

DO:= 2009

BD:= 11/12/75

Tl:= Réunion du comité exécutif aParis
LN:= FR

DO:= 2010

BD:= 1976

ED:= 1990

Tl:= Organisation francaise du ME

LN:= EN;FR

DO:= 1534
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15/01/76

Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
EN;FR

2014

25/01/76
Réunion du comité directeur a Bruxelles
FR

= 2042

= 05/02/76
= 07/02/76

Congres de I'Europe a Bruxelles

= DE;EN;FR;NL
= 1610

05/02/76

07/02/76

Congres de I'Europe a Bruxelles
DE;EN;FR;NL

1611

Apr-76

Jun-76

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris du 25 au 26/06/1976
DE;FR;EN

1811

27/04/76

Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

2015

25/06/76

26/06/76

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris
FR

2097

25/06/76

Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

2016

16/09/76
Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris

= FR

2017
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Tl:= Reéunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles

LN:=

FR
2096

18/12/76
Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

= 2095

[1977]

Programme d'action pour la préparation de I'éection directe du PE

FR
1885

18/02/77

Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

2094

25/03/77

26/03/77

Réunion du comité directeur a Rome
EN;FR

2043

25/03/77

Réunion du comité exécutif a Rome
FR

2093

Apr-77

May-77

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris le 13/05/1977
DE;FR;EN

1810

13/05/77
Session du conseil fédéral a Paris
FR

= 2091

13/05/77
Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

= 2092

18/01/78

Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
FR

2088
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Mar-78

Aug-78

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris du 28 au 29/04/1978
DE;FR;EN;IT

1809

= 17/03/78

18/03/78
Réunion du comité directeur a Strasbourg

= DEEN;FR
= 2044

17/03/78
Réunion du comité exécutif a Strasbourg
FR

= 2087

19/04/78

Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris
FR

2086

28/04/78
Réunion du comité exécutif a Paris

= FR

2116

02/06/78
Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
FR

= 1845

02/06/78
Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
FR

= 2113

30/06/78
01/07/78

Réunion du comité exécutif et des responsables des organisations membres tenue a Rome

FR
2114

= Jul-78
= Oct-78
Session du conseil fédéral tenue a Paris du 20 au 21/10/1978
= DE;FR;EN

1808
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LN:= FR
DO:= 2117

BD:= 09/05/79

Tl:= Réunion du comité directeur a LaHaye

LN:= FR

DO:= 2118

BD:= Jun-79

Tl:= 'Eléments de réflexion al'occasion des élections Européennes,, rapport établi par Jacques Van
Helmont et Philippe Heymann

LN:= FR

DO:= 1855

BD:= 22/06/79

Tl:= Réunion du comite directeur a Paris

LN:= FR

DO:= 1901

BD:= 27/10/79

ED:= 28/10/79

Tl:= Session du conseil fédéral a Madrid
LN:= FR

DO:= 2030
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Jan-80
Feb-80

Session du conseil fédéral tenue a Venise du 22 au 23/02/1980

DE,EN;FR
1805

Mar-80
Jun-80

Commission pour la préparation des élections et larévision des statuts

FR
2269

Apr-80

May-80

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris |e 10/05/1980
DE;EN;FR

1806

09/05/80

Congres de I'Europe a Paris
FR

1594

10/05/80

Réunion du conseil fédéra a Paris
FR

667

10/05/80

Réunion du comité exécutif tenue a Paris
FR

2020

Aug-80

Dec-80

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris du 05 au 06/12/1980
DE.EN;FR

1804

Oct-80

Réunion du conseil fédéral a Madrid du 27 au 28/10/1980
FRIT

1842

30/10/80

31/10/80

Rencontre internationale sur le ME a Milan
EN:FR;IT

1886
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Dec-80

Feb-81

Session du conseil fédéral a Bruxelles le 24/01/1981
DE;EN;FR

1802

05/12/80

06/12/80

Session du conseil fédéral a Paris
FR

2031

1981

Etude établie par Robert Van Schendel sur 'Les attitudes des milieux politiques et socio-
économiques espagnols a l'égard des perspectives d'adhésion de I'Espagne a la communauté
européenne’

FR

1826

30/10/81

31/10/81

Session du conseil fédéral tenue a Strasbourg
DE;EN;FR

1803

Jul-82

'Etude sur les attitudes des milieux politiques et socio - économiques portugais a l'égard des
perspectives d'adhésion du Portugal ala Communauté européenne'

FR

1934

15/04/83

16/04/83

Session du conseil fédéral a Bruxelles
FR

2279

06/06/86
Réunion du comité exécutif a Luxembourg
FR

= 2292

[11/07/1986]
Session du conseil fédéral a Bruxelles
EN:FR

= 2284

11/07/86

Réunion du comité exécutif a Bruxelles
FR

2294
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13/03/87

Réunion du comité exécutif a Luxembourg
FR

2293

27/03/87

28/03/87

Session du conseil fédéral a Rome
FR;EN

2291

Sep-87

Jun-91

'‘Nouvelles en bref', bulletin mensuel du ME
FR;EN

2313



