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Introduction

The American Negro Historical Society was found-
ed in 1897 by a group of Philadelphia blacks to study and
preserve materials documenting the American black experi-
ence. Among the founders and early members were Robert
Adger, W. M. Dorsey and Jacob C. White, Jr., who donated
materials to the society, some of which are present in the
collection. Included are minutes of the society, 1897-1904:
incoming correspondence and drafts, 1897-1905; member-
ship lists [1897] and 1904; bills and receipts, 1900-1904;
and land accession books.

Among the materials collected by the society and
presented by Leon Gardiner, Philadelphia printer, are the
records of several civic and philanthropic organizations:
Banneker Institute, minutes kept by Jacob C. White, Jr.,
1854-1859, roll books, 1854-1872, first begun as the roll of
the Alexandrian Institute, receipts, 1855-1868, checkbook,
1867-1872, and record of lectures and debates, 1859-1861,
some of which dealt with the place of the black in American
society; Benezet Joint Stock Association of Philadelphia, a
mutual beneficial society, minutes, 1854-1885, share
records, 1871-1889, and payment orders, 1871-1885;
Agricultural and Mechanics Association of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, constitution, 1839, continued as stock
transfer book, 1840-1846, and stock certificate book, 1840-
1844; Cultural, Social and Statistical Association of the
Colored People of Philadelphia, constitution, by-laws, roll
and minutes, 1860-1867, and payment orders, 1860-1867;
Lebanon Cemetery, Philadelphia, letterbooks, Jacob C.
White, Jr., secretary, 1874-1886, accounts, 1849-1867, bur-
ial vouchers, 1855-1901; Benjamin Lundy Philanthropic
Society, roll book, 1830-1842; Daughters of Africa, benefi-
cial society, minutes, 1822-1838, and payment order book,
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1821-1829; Pennsylvania State Equal Rights League, exec-
utive board minutes, 1864-1872; and Frederick Douglass
Memorial Hospital (Philadelphia), records, 1895-1901.

Also included are the records of several schools and
churches: First African Presbyterian Church, miscellaneous
correspondence and accounts, 1832-1846; Second African
Presbyterian Church, correspondence, bills and receipts
about its Sabbath School, 1832-1838; Zoar Sabbath School,
catalogue of the library, 1844, continued as circulation
record; records of the Roberts Vaux Consolidated School,
1870-1901.

Also included are correspondence and schedules of
the Philadelphia Pythians, a black baseball club, 1867-
1870; miscellaneous correspondence and broadsides of
such organizations as the Philadelphia Library Company
and the Colored People's Union League Association, and
several letters and speeches of Isaiah C. Wares, 1856-1901,
and Jacob C. White, Sr. and Jacob C. White, Jr., 1832-1899,
some autographed material of Benjamin Banneker, 1790-
1891, and Frederick Douglass, 1870-1875.

Gift of Leon Gardiner, 1934,
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No.

Frame

No.

0002
0155

0191
0216
0247
0281
0306
0375
0407
0456
0504

0515
0524
0539
0567

0635

0690
0720
0836
0856
0878
0916
(0944
0981

‘Roll Contents

Contents

Pennsylvania State Equal Rights

League

Minutes of Executive Board, 1864-1868

Correspondence with auxiliary branches,
Aug 1864-Sep 1865

Sep-Dec 1865

Jan-Mar 1866

Apr-Dec 1866

Jan-Sep 1867

Apr-Dec 1868

Jan-Apr 1869

Jun-Aug 1869

Sep 1869-Feb 1870

Reprinted League material

Agricultural & Mechanics Association of PA

and NJ o
Constitution, 1839
Stock Certificates, 1840-1844
List of Shareholders

Bills and Receipts

Gilbert Lyceum Correspondence, Association

Rules, and Index

Bannecker Institute

Minute Book, 1853-1855

Minute Book, 1855-1859

Institute Roll Book, 1854-1865
Roll Book, 1866-1872

Treasury Receipt Book, 1855-1868
Order Book, 1867-1872

Lectures & Debates, 1859-1860
Correspondence, 1790-1791
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Frame

No.

0002
0027
0061
0097
0131
0199
0246
0280
0322
0357
0389
0432
0470
0512
0555
0584
0633
0650
0690
0744
0830
0854
0913
0929
0963
1015

1027

1051
1074

Contents

Bannecker Institute

Preamble and Constitution

Minutes and Reports, 1856

Minutes and Reports, Jan-Apr 1857
Minutes and Reports, May-Dec 1857
Minutes and Reports, Jan-Feb 1858
Minutes and Reports, Mar-Jul 1858
Minutes and Reports, Aug-Dec 1858
Minutes and Reports, Jan 1859

Reports of Officers, Feb-Jul 1859
Reports of Committees, Aug-Dec 1859
Reports of Committees, Jan-Mar 1860
Reports of Committees, Mar-Jun 1860
Reports of Committees, Aug-Dec 1860
Annual Reports, Jan-Feb 1861

Reports of Committees, Mar-Dec 1861
Reports of Committees, Jan-Dec 1862
Fragmentary Minutes & Reports, 1863-1865
Bills & Receipts, Oct 1855-Dec 1857
Bills & Receipts, 1858

Bills & Receipts, 1859-1860

Bills & Receipts, Jun 1861-Feb 1863
Fragmentary material relating to the Institute
Printed programs

Manuscript of John H. Johnston (incomplete)
Anonymous Lectures

Lectures by Prof. Jacob C. White, Jr.

Z.oar Sabbath School, Catalogue of Books,

1844

Daughters of Africa Society

Minute Book, 1822-1838
Order Book, 1821-1829
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Roll Frame
No. No. Contents

2 Benjamin Lundy Philanthropic Society
(cont’d) 1120 Roll Book, 1830-1842
1145 Account Book, 1838-1842
Addendum |

Bannecker Institute, 1853-1855

Benezet Joint Stock Assacxatmn __
3 0002  Minutes, 1854-1855 B
0060 Board of Directors Minutes, 1854-1885.
0123 Record Book of: Shares 1871- 1889
0157 Order Book, 1871-1885

Lebanon Cemetery
0193 Receipt Book, 1848-1853
0217 Account Book, 1851-1867 :
0239 Letterbook of J. C. White, 1874-1881
0546 Letterbook of J. C. White, 1881-1886
0692 Cemetery notes, 1825-1869

Lebanon Cemetery
4 0002 Cemetery notes, 1870-1875
0052 Cemetery notes, 1875-1879
0087  Cemetery notes, 1880-1883
0215 Cemetery notes, 1884-1885
0323 Cemetery notes, 1886-1892
0433  Cemetery notes, 1894-1897
0511 Cemetery notes, 1898-1901
0619  Cemetery notes, n.d.
0667  Copies of death certificates, 1864-1884
0676  Letters and misc. correspondence, 1859-1901
0720 Printed material, 1873-1901

Slave Holders
0732 Ledger, 1835-1841
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Frame

No.

(cont’d)

0845

0947
0963

1018

1031
1070

0002
0064
0132
0163
0214
0260
0264

0331
0391
0433
0504

0578
0594
0627
0681
0712

(751

Contents

Social, Civic, and Statistical Association
of the Colored People of PA
Circular, Preamble & Constitution,
Minutes Exec. Committee
Order Book, 1860-1867
Correspondence

Negro Soldiers of Pennsylvania

Jacob C. White, Sr.
Bills & Receipts, 1829-1832
Bills & Receipts, 1835-1837

Jacob C. White, Sr.
Bilis & Receipts, 1836-1838
Bills & Receipts, 1839-1841
Bills & Receipts, 1842-1845
Bills & Receipts, 1846-1849
Bills & Receipts, 1850-1855, n.d.
Letter, 1838
Letters, 1839-1865

Jacob C. White, Jr.

etters, 1859-1895

Letters from relatives

Letters from friends, 1858-1898

Personal Letters to Jacob C. White,
1862-1899

I etters to Jacob C. White, 1861-62, 1898

Letters to Jacob C. White, 1887-1898

Letters to publishers of Anglo-African,
Jan-Jun 1860

Letters to publishers of Anglo-African,
Jul-Dec 1860

Letters to publishers of Anglo-African,
Jan-May 1861

Letters to agency for Pine and Palm,
Jun-Dec 1861
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Roll Frame
No. No.

5 0828
(cont’d) 0848

0861
0878
0909
0939
0980
1035
1073
1133
1165

1231

6 0002
0084
0113
0208
0236
0282
0312
0342

Contents

Letters to agency for Pine and Palm, 1862

Letters from agency for Pine and Paim,
1861-1862

Account books of White for Pine and
Palm, 1862

Accounts and advertisements re: Anglo-
African

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1868-1874

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1875-1879

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1880-1883

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1884

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1885-1889

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1890-1892

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1893-1894

Letters to J. C. White, as principal of
R. Vaux School, 1895-1899

Jacob C. White, Jr.

Letters, 1872-1898

Notes relating to teaching

R. Vaux School miscellaneous

R. Vaux School material on entertainment
Miscellaneous school material

Account Book, 1832-1835

Bills & Receipts, 1855-1869

Bills & Receipts, 1870-1874




8 American Negro Historical Society Collection, 1790-1905

Roll Frame
No. No.

6 0380
(cont’d) 0409

0333
0553

0598
0661
0704
0724
0771
0800
0821
0833

0859
0897
0943
0978
1031
1044
1071
1139

7 0002
0023
0041

0065

(099

Contents

Bills & Receipts, 1875-1898
Personal Papers

Dr. James Still
Biographical Information
Envelopes, Postcards & Scrapbooks

Isaiah C. Wears
Notebook
Letters, 1855-1891
Letters, 1869-1881
Letters, 1885-1899
Personal papers, 1890-1900
Financial papers
Speech before U.S. Senate Committee, 1880
Newspaper clippings

William Still

[etters, 1871

Letters, 1871-1886
Letters, 1856-1860
Letters, 1875, 1888-1889
Letters, 1874-1897
Letters, 1872-1886
Letters, 1855-1866
Letters, 1867-1890

William Still
Letters, 1855-1865
Letters concerning lectures, 1864-1865
Letters of consolation, 1902

First African Presbyterian Church
Minute Book (1835-1836) and Rent Book
(1832-1846)
Correspondence and Minutes (1837-1830)
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Roll Frame
No. No.

7 0135

(cont’d)
0200
0249
0262
0283
0344
0409
0516
0586
0650
0697
0736
0773
0818
0883
0911
0925

0969
0993
1031

1061
1081
1085

1116
1148
1191
1243

Contents

Financial Summaries and Correspondence
(1864-1891)
Ministerial Fund, 1875-1876
Correspondence, undated
Expenses, 1842-1849
Expenses, 1850-1853
Expenses, 1854-1856
Expenses, 1857-1858
Expenses, 1859-1860
Expenses, 1861
Expenses, 1862-1863
Expenses, 1864
Expenses, 1865-1867
Expenses, 1868
Expenses, 1869-1870
Expenses, 1871-1876
Expenses, 1880-1887
Expenses, undated

Second African Presbytenan Church
Zoar Sabbath School, misc. material

Philadelphia Black Churches, printed
material

First African Presbyterian Church, printed
material

Bethel Church of Philadelphia Historical
Chart

Philadelphia Sunday Schools, printed material

Pythian Baseball Club
Reports and Minutes
Correspondence, Jan-Jul 1867
Correspondence, Aug-Dec 1867
Telegrams, 1867-1868
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Roll Frame

No. No.

7 1267
(cont’d) 1274

8 0002
0028
0064
0119
0139
0153
0270
0340
0430

0425
0466

0494
0516
0571

0612
0629

0648

G702
0761
0816
0823

Contents

Correspondence, 1868
Correspondence, 1869

Pythian Baseball Club
Scorecards, 1867-1868
Membership, 1867-1869

- Correspondence, 1867-1869
Correspondence, 1867-1869
Checks
Bills & Receipts, 1867
Bills & Receipts, 1868
Bills & Receipts, 1869-1870
Letters from delinquents, 1867-1869

Robert Douglas Estate, 1846-1893
Correspondence and Last Wills
Renting of house on Arch Street

William Johnson Estate, 1850-1855
Financial records

Macklin Estate, 1845-1857
Financial Records

William Octavius Catto, 1856-1871
Correspondence and personal papers

Perry Tilghman, 1852-1856
Financial records
Miscellaneous

Frederick Douglass Memorial Hospital

Announcements and Correspondence,
Aug-Dec 1895

Announcements and Correspondence, 1896

Announcements and Correspondence, 1897

Annual Report, 1897

Announcements and Correspondence, Jan
189R8-Jun 1899
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Roll
No.

8
(cont’d)

Frame
No.

0869
0896

0938
0959

0990
1059

1085
1110
1123

1177

1200
1232

0002
0141

0317
0602

0719
0732
0815
0861
0901
0913
(984

Contents

Announcements and Correspondence,
Mar-Dec 1900

Announcements and Correspondence,
Jan-Oct 1901

Correspondence, undated

Letters from Frederick Douglass and
newspaper material

Printed material

Miscellaneous material pertaining to the
Civil War

Miscellaneous material
Bills & Receipts
Correspondence

Black Colonization Movements, miscella-
neous material

Miscellaneous printed material
Negro Activities, 1808-1869

Negro Activities

Programs and advertisements, 1870-1879

Flyers, leaflets, and advertisements,
1880-1889

Programs, invitations, and advertisements,
1890-1899

Flyers, advertisements, and programs,
1900-1910

Misc. article by 1. C. Wears

Miscellany

Misc. tickets, flyers, & programs

Misc. printed matter

Misc. tickets and flyers

Misc. material pertaining to schools

Misc. articles
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Roll Frame

No. No.

9 1006
(cont’d) 1058
1109
1130
1142
1191

10 0002
0026
0071
0117
0156
0225
0282
0305
0312
0331

0356

0385

0430
0442
0449
0460
0466
0472

0477
0510

(540

Contents

Misc. material pertaining to teachers

Misc. material pertaining to schools

Misc. flyers

Misc. flyers

Misc. religious material

Misc. material pertaining to insurance
companies

Misc. YMCA material

Misec. J. W. Jackson Post No. 27, G.A.R.

Misc. flyers and circulars

Misc. business cards and advertisements

Misc. material pertaining to schools

Misc. testimonial to Jean Louis

Misc. printed material

Misc. wedding invitation and visiting cards

Misc. announcements and visiting cards

Brochures for Orrin Bros. & Nichols'
Aztec Fair

International Exhibit and World's Fair
material

Misc. newspaper clippings

Portraits

Black Leaders (A-J)

Black Leaders (K-Z)

Individual Abolitionists

Women, Abolitionists, Grouped Portraits
Misc. portraits

Pictures of Philadelphia

American Negro Historical Society

Minutes, 1877-1898

Announcements of meetings, printed and
undated material

Correspondence, 1897-1903
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Roll Frame

No. No.

10 0581
(cont’d)0641
0673
0693
0709
0762
0766
0770
0777
0781
0786

0790
0881

0923

0976
1001

1096

1184
1264

11 0002
0164
0254

0312
U379

Contents

Minutes and Reports, 1903-1904
Correspondence, 1904-1905
Resolution and accomplishments
Bills & Receipts, 1897-1899

Bills & Receipts, 1900-1904

Book listing by black authors

Book listing by white authors
Alist of pamphlets’

A list of black autographs

A list of black portraits and pictures
A list of relics presented to the society

Leon Gardiner

Correspondence, n.d., 1932-1935, 1942, 1944

United National Association of
Postal Clerks, n.d., 1932-1934

National Alliance Service Corp., n.d.,
1933-1936 _

Bills & Receipts, n.d., 1931-1934

Essays and Information on Black History,
n.d., 1933-1934

Address book and misc. notes

Beatrice Gardiner

Correspondence, n.d., 1946-1975
Father Divine's Peace Mission Free
School, 1966

When I feel down and need a lift

Poems and "Picker-Upper" Readings

Newlin, Richardson Family Associaton,
n.d., 1973-1978

Nineteenth Century Black History

Written material, n.d., 1822-1888
Third Person Correspondence, n.d., 1918-
1934
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Roll
No.

11
(cont’d)

12

American Negro Historical Society Collection, 1799-1905

Frame

No.
0396

0422

0456
0524
0555
0652
0687
0787

0871
0915
0976
1011

1046

0002
0028

0057
0079

0126
0139

(3192
0219
0253

Contents
Julia Buchanan Notebook, 1881

National Committee against Discrimination
in Housing
Printed material

Printed Ephemera

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 1950, 1952

YWCA, 1970

Churches, n.d., 1939-1979

Schools, 1961, 1965, 1968-1969

Concerts and plays, n.d., 1912-1979

Monuments, associations, & socials,
n.d., 1933-1968

Misc., advertisements and business cards

Pages of published works

Newspaper clippings: Black History,
education

Newspaper clippings: Black History,
church and religion

Newspaper clippings: Black History,
musicians and actors

Newspaper clippings: Black History,
writers and artists

Newspaper clippings: Athletes and military
heroes

Newspaper clippings: Urban Affairs

Newspaper clippings: National &
International Affairs

Newspaper clippings: Individuals & Misc.

Newspaper clippings: Other subjects

Photographs
Women, formal portraits
Women, casual portraits
Men, formal portraits
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Roll Frame
No. No. Contents

12 0268 Men, casual portraits

(cont’d) 0291 Children
0323 Groups, formal occasions
0355 Groups, at home
0380 Leisure, crowds, at work
0417  Weddings
0459 Mounted on board
0472 Outdoor scenes in urban areas
0516 Outdoor scenes in rural areas
0560  Landscapes, park scenes
0580  Interior views, photo reproductions
0595 Groups, portraits, snapshots
0626 Postcards
0660  Photo album

15






