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Biographical Essays  

lger Hiss was born on November 11, 1904, in Baltimore, Maryland. After 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Johns Hopkins University in 1926, he 

attended Harvard Law School, where he made the law review and came under the wing 
of Felix Frankfurter, later a distinguished Supreme Court justice. Hiss crowned his law 
school career in 1929 by winning a clerkship to Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes on the 
Supreme Court, considered the most prestigious honor that a law student could achieve. 
After a year under Holmes s tutelage and after practicing briefly in Boston and New 
York, Hiss joined the Roosevelt administration in 1933. He worked first for the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA) and then for the Nye Committee 
investigating the munitions industry. In 1935, Hiss joined the Solicitor General s Office 
to help defend the constitutionality of the AAA before the Supreme Court. When  
Francis B. Sayre, one of his Harvard professors, became an assistant secretary of state in 
September 1936, Hiss became his assistant. He remained at the State Department until 
1947, when he was eased out over growing concerns about his loyalty. Hiss died on 
November 15, 1996, at the age of 92. 

The controversial case of Alger Hiss, a former high government official convicted 
in 1950 of perjury in connection with charges that he had been a member of a Communist 
spy ring while serving in President Franklin D. Roosevelt s administration, was a 
watershed event in developing anti-Communist liberalism in the late 1940s and early 
1950s. The case shattered any illusions remaining from the 1930s that, whatever their 
differences, communism and liberalism were fundamentally on the same side of the 
political struggle. Hiss s mainstream postwar American liberalism made the transition to 
anti-Communist internationalism, where it remained until the Vietnam years. Some two 
weeks after Hiss s conviction, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy made his celebrated charge 
that 205 Communists were working in the State Department and that the Harry S. 
Truman administration was tolerating it, thus ushering in what was later called the 
McCarthy era.  

hittaker Chambers was born Jay Vivian Chambers on April 1, 1901, in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was raised in Lynbrook, Long Island, in a 

troubled, lower middle-class family. His parents marriage was not a happy one, and his 
father, a commercial illustrator, temporarily abandoned the family for his homosexual 
lover. After an unsuccessful one-day matriculation at Williams College, Chambers 
enrolled at Columbia University in 1920. There his friends included Lionel Trilling, later 
an important literary critic, and Meyer Schapiro, who became a leading art historian. 
Though considered brilliant, Chambers was an indifferent student. In 1923 he created a 
stir when he published a blasphemous play in a student newspaper. Columbia suspended 
him for a year. Chambers returned for less than a semester before dropping out for good, 
thus ending his formal education until the last two years of his life, when he studied 
science and Greek at a Maryland community college. 

In 1925, Chambers joined the Communist Party until April 1938 when he 
defected and went into hiding. The following April he resurfaced, landing a job at Time 
magazine as a book reviewer and eventually being promoted to foreign news editor in 
1943. He made his political debut in national politics on August 3, 1948, when he 
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appeared before the House un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), which was 
investigating the issue of Communists within the federal government. Chambers died on 
July 9, 1961, in Westminster, Maryland. 

More than forty years after his death, Whittaker Chambers remains one of the 
Cold War s most controversial characters. For Americans who recognize his name, the 
enduring source of Chambers s notoriety is the role that he played in the unmasking of 
Alger Hiss, a former State Department official convicted in 1950 of perjury in connection 
with charges that he had been part of a Communist spy ring operating within the  
Franklin D. Roosevelt administration. Less well known is the important role that 
Chambers played in the 1950s in attempting to move the American conservative 
movement more into the political mainstream. Chambers, by then a dedicated anti-
Communist, drew upon his experience in the twilight world of American communism in 
the 1920s and 1930s to impel conservatism to offer America a realistic politics without 
sacrificing its principles. 

Chambers died on July 9, 1961, in Westminster, Maryland. 
__________ 

Sources: See Alger Hiss: American Official Implicated as a Spy for the Soviet 
Union, The Cold War, 1945-1991. 3 vols. Edited by Benjamin Frankel. Gale Research, 
1992. Reproduced in Biography Resource Center, Farmington Hills, MI: Thomson Gale, 
2005; and Whittaker Chambers, American Journalist: Witness in the Alger Hiss Spy 
Case, The Cold War, 1945-1991. 3 vols. Edited by Benjamin Frankel. Gale Research, 
1992. Reproduced in Biography Resource Center, Farmington Hills, MI: Thomson Gale, 
2005. 



 

vii

 
Introduction 

When Whittaker Chambers declared that Alger Hiss, then president of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, had been among the members in 
Chambers s Communist spy ring, that statement began one of the Cold War s great 
controversies, for Hiss promptly denied even knowing Chambers. He later admitted that 
he had known Chambers under a different name. 

The case attracted national headlines, and Chambers was soon testifying before 
the House un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), a New York grand jury, and attorneys for Hiss, who had sued him for 
libel. Much of the case s enduring controversy stems from Chambers s incomplete and 
misleading testimony to those bodies. Chambers apparently regarded Hiss as a former 
close friend and merely wanted him to admit to having been part of the Communist 
circle. Consequently, Chambers denied that the group had engaged in espionage.  

By late fall of 1948, however, in the face of Hiss s adamant refusal to admit to 
anything more than knowing Chambers as a journalist named George Crossley, 
Chambers began supplying evidence that the ring had indeed engaged in spying against 
the United States. He turned over to authorities copies of State Department documents, 
including handwritten summaries, which he claimed that he had obtained from Hiss. 
Those documents had been Chambers s insurance against a possible Communist Party 
assassination. He confided that he had kept microfilm copies hidden in hollowed 
pumpkins in a field on his Maryland farm. These documents became known as the 
pumpkin papers, and Richard M. Nixon, then head of a subcommittee to investigate 

Chambers, took possession of the papers to keep them from the Truman administration. 
Partisans of Hiss have focused on Chambers s perjury as evidence that his entire 

case was fabricated. The grand jury, however, chose to believe Chambers. On the basis of 
the State Department papers, it indicted Hiss on two counts of perjury, the first for lying 
that he had not turned over documents to Chambers, and the second for lying that he had 
not seen Chambers after January 1937. The implied charge was treason. On January 27, 
1951, after a first trial ended with a hung jury, Hiss was found guilty on both counts. 

The Hiss case remains controversial. Hiss consistently asserted his innocence and, 
as late as 1983, he was trying unsuccessfully to convince the U.S. Supreme Court to grant 
him a new trial. Much of the controversy focuses on the characters of Hiss and 
Chambers. Hiss s mannered career seemed an unending series of triumphs through the 
upper reaches of the State Department bureaucracy, including serving as President 
Roosevelt s adviser at the Yalta Conference in 1945. By contrast, Chambers was a 
confessed perjurer who, when he was not admittedly spying on his country, was 
experiencing one minor and embarrassing setback after another. But in the years after 
Hiss s conviction, none of the new evidence that has come to light, especially from FBI 
files, has cast any doubt on Chambers s testimony.  
__________ 

Source: Whittaker Chambers, American Journalist: Witness in the Alger Hiss 
Spy Case, The Cold War, 1945-1991. 3 vols. Edited by Benjamin Frankel. Gale 
Research, 1992. Reproduced in Biography Resource Center, Farmington, Hills, MI: 
Thomson Gale, 2005. 
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

1 0001 File No.: 100-409206  
0223 File No.: 100-7363 NY   

File No.: 101-2668  
0255 Section 1  
0399 Section 2  
0575 Section 3  
0651 Section 4  
0729 Section 5  
0831 Section 6  
0999 Section 7  
1197 Section 8  
1338 Section 9  
1453 Section 10    

2  File No.: 101-2668 (contd.)  
0001 Section 11  
0231 Section 12  
0422 Section 13  
0531 Section 14  
0656 Section 15  
0731 Section 1-Sub-A  
0889 Section 2-Sub-A  
1026 Section 3-Sub-A  
1135 Section 4-Sub A  
1288 File No.: 74-1333-2122    

3 0001 File No.: 74-1333-2720   
File No.: 74-1333-4749  

0118 Part I  
0331 Part II  
0483 Part III  
0642 Volumes 1-3  
0926 Volumes 4-5   

File No.: 74-1333-4772  
1257 Section 1  
1316 Section 2  
1429 Section 3  
Note: Section 4 [not available]    

4  File No.: 74-1333-4772 (contd.)  
0001 Section 5  
0174 Section 6  
0254 Section 7  
0577 Section 8  
0673 Section 9 
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 
4 (contd.)  File No.: 74-1333-A  

0844 Section 1  
0919 Section 2  
1016 Section 3  
1102 Section 4  
1187 Section 5  
1244 Section 6  
1355 Section 7  
1481 Section 8    

5  File No.: 74-1333-A (contd.)  
0001 Section 9  
0091 Section 10  
0178 Section 11  
0287 Section 12  
0372 Section 13  
0523 Section 14  
0712 Section 15  
0820 Section 16  
0890 Section 17  
1018 Section 18  
1081 Section 19  
1151 Section 20  
1259 Section 21  
1406 Section 22  
1488 Section 23    

6  File No.: 74-1333-A (contd.)  
0001 Section 24  
0170 Section 25  
0297 Section 26  
0374 Section 27  
0491 File Nos.: 74-1333-1501, 1791, 2943, 4080, 4295  
0801 File Nos.: 74-1333-4598, 4687, 4693, 4802, 4819  
1155 File Nos.: 74-1333-5228, 5311, 5329       

7 0001 File Nos.: 74-1333-5340, 5346, 5382, 5435  
0302 Alger Hiss, CIA Referrals  
0803 Alger Hiss, Information Serials  
1024 Alger Hiss, State Department Documents             
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

8  File No.: 65-56402-Sub-1  
0001 Sections 1-12  
0414 Section 13-END   

File No.: 74-1333  
0748 Section 1  
1072 Section 2  
1254 Section 3  
1391 Section 4    

9  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 5  
0156 Section 6  
0279 Section 7  
0319 Section 8  
0455 Section 9  
0564 Section 10  
0622 Section 11  
0695 Section 12  
0866 Section 13  
0976 Section 14  
1087 Section 15  
1208 Section 16  
1269 Section 17  
1357 Section 18  
1476 Section 19  
1520 Section 20    

10  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 21  
0161 Section 22  
0333 Section 23  
0441 Section 24  
0598 Section 25  
0754 Section 26  
0848 Section 27  
0935 Section 28  
1005 Section 29  
1077 Section 30  
1189 Section 31  
1319 Section 32  
1449 Section 33             
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

11  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 34  
0108 Section 35  
0208 Section 36  
0255 Section 37  
0330 Section 38  
0390 Section 39  
0522 Section 40  
0658 Section 41  
0811 Section 42  
0861 Section 43  
0975 Section 44  
1151 Section 45  
1239 Section 46  
1382 Section 47  
1465 Section 48    

12  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 49  
0083 Section 50  
0146 Section 51  
0215 Section 52  
0313 Section 53  
0383 Section 54  
0480 Section 55  
0541 Section 56  
0596 Section 57  
0656 Section 58  
0709 Section 59  
0915 Section 60  
1036 Section 61  
1141 Section 62  
1200 Section 63  
1273 Section 64  
1395 Section 65  
1453 Section 66  
1535 Section 67    

13  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 68  
0043 Section 69  
0097 Section 70  
0151 Section 71  
0250 Section 72  
0379 Section 73 



Reel Contents: FBI File on Alger Hiss and Whittaker Chambers  

6

 
Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

13 (contd.) 0525 Section 74  
0575 Section 75  
0680 Section 76  
0732 Section 77  
0855 Section 78  
0905 Section 79  
0951 Section 80  
1031 Section 81  
1082 Section 82  
1133 Section 83  
1168 Section 84  
1300 Section 85  
1348 Section 86  
1403 Section 87  
1421 Section 88  
1500 Section 89    

14  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 90  
0149 Section 91  
0320 Section 92  
0484 Section 93  
0548 Section 94  
0788 Section 95  
0928 Section 96  
1078 Section 97  
1295 Section 98  
1300 Section 99  
1406 Section 100  
1532 Section 101    

15  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 102  
0057 Section 103  
0122 Section 104  
0250 Section 105  
0327 Section 106  
0416 Section 107  
0548 Section 108  
0676 Section 109  
0792 Section 110  
0856 Section 111  
0899 Section 112  
0945 Section 113  
1009 Section 114 
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

15 (contd.) 1117 Section 115  
1171 Section 116  
1220 Section 117  
1320 Section 118  
1400 Section 119  
1478 Section 120    

16  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 121  
0134 Section 122  
0170 Section 123  
0253 Section 124  
0337 Section 125  
0394 Section 126  
0421 Section 127  
0502 Section 128  
0569 Section 129  
0644 Section 130  
0727 Section 131  
0823 Section 132  
0910 Section 133  
0989 Section 134  
1066 Section 135  
1195 Section 136  
1245 Section 137  
1330 Section 138  
1419 Section 139  
1516 Section 140    

17  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 141  
0126 Section 142  
0195 Section 143  
0256 Section 144  
0310 Section 145  
0389 Section 146  
0476 Section 147  
0526 Section 148  
0653 Section 149  
0757 Section 150  
0905 Section 151  
1027 Section 152  
1254 Section 153  
1457 Section 154    
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

18  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 155  
0183 Section 156  
0348 Section 157  
0475 Section 158  
0535 Section 159  
0588 Section 160  
0633 Section 161  
0851 Section 162  
0856 Section 163  
1048 Section 164  
1266 Section 165  
1421 Section 166  
1455 Section 167    

19  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 168  
0072 Section 169  
0153 Section 170  
0342 Section 171  
0650 Section 172  
0775 Section 173  
0927 Section 174  
1072 Section 175  
1231 Section 176  
1444 Section 177    

20  File No.: 74-1333 (contd.)  
0001 Section 178   

File No.: 65-1642  
0198 Volume 1, Serials 1-190  
0331 Volume 2, Serials 191-261  
0369 Volume 3, Serials 261A-459  
0455 Volume 4, Serials 460-551  
0488 Volume 5, Serials 552-660  
0544 Volume 6, Serials 661-730  
0588 Volume 7, Serials 731-785  
0618 Volume 8, Serials 786-894  
0702 Volume 9, Serials 895-962  
0733 Volume 10, Serial 963  
0737 Volume 11, Serials 964-986  
0746 Volume 12, Serials 987-1113  
0757 Volume 13, Serials 1114-1239  
0824 Volume 14, Serials 1240-1359  
0878 Volume 15, Serials 1360-1453 
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

20 (contd.) 0916 Volume 16, Serials 1454-1503  
0931 Volume 17, Serials 1504-1646A  
1024 Volume 18, Serials 1647-1766  
1058 Volume 19, Serials 1767-1799  
1087 Volume 20, Serials 1800-1872  
1161 Volume 21, Serials 1873-1933  
1183 Volume 22, Serials 1934-2053  
1361 Volume 23, Serials 2054-2225    

21  File No.: 65-1642 (contd.)  
0001 Volume 24, Serials 2226-2380  
0069 Volume 25, Serials 2381-2392   

File No.: 65-3290  
0090 Volume 1, Serials 1-23  
0127 Volume 2, Serials 24-31  
0131 Volume 3, Serials 32-88  
0144 Volume 4, Serials 89-134  
0157 Volume 5, Serials 135-136  
0161 Volume 6, Serials 137-154  
0169 Volume 7, Serials 155-163  
0173 Volume 8, Serial 164  
0177 Volume 9, Serials 165-224  
0200 Volume 10, Serials 225-297   

File No.: 100-19751  
0303 Volume 1, Serials 1-5  
0310 File No.: 65-14603  
0333 File No.: 65-14920   

File No.: 105-10101  
0700 Volume 1, Serials 1-63  
0719 Volume 2, Serials 64-130  
0770 Volume 3, Serials 131-235  
0914 Volume 4, Serials 236-322  
1014 Volume 5, Serials 323-450  
1129 Volume 6, Serials 451-576  
1222 Volume 7, Serials 577-670  
1356 Volume 8, Serials 671-770  
1509 Volume 9, Serials 771-889    

22 0001 File No.: 105-10101-Sub-A   
File No.: 65-14920  

0112 New York Field Office  
0479 Volume 1, Serials 1-161  
0609 Volume 2, Serials 162-345  
0691 Volume 3, Serials 346-460  
0726 Volume 4, Serials 461-581 
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

22 (contd.) 0776 Volume 5, Serials 582-774  
0848 Volume 6, Serials 775-972  
0898 Volume 7, Serials 973-1175  
0949 Volume 8, Serials 1176-1288  
0980 Volume 9, Serials 1289-1500  
1028 Volume 10, Serials 1501-1624  
1055 Volume 11, Serials 1625-1695  
1072 Volume 12, Serials 1696-1855  
1117 Volume 13, Serials 1856-1950  
1138 Volume 14, Serials 1951-2132  
1185 Volume 15, Serials 2133-2236  
1216 Volume 16, Serials 2237-2377  
1251 Volume 17, Serials 2378-2465  
1291 Volume 18, Serials 2466-2659  
1332 Volume 19, Serials 2660-2787  
1413 Volume 20, Serials 2788-2943  
1461 Volume 21, Serials 2944-3056  
1504 Volume 22, Serial 3057  
1508 Volume 23, Serial 3058  
1512 Volume 24, Serials 3059-3147    

23  File No.: 65-14920 (contd.)  
0001 Volume 25, Serials 3148-3191  
0024 Volume 26, Serials 3192-3312  
0080 Volume 27, Serials 3313-3357  
0094 Volume 28, Serials 3358-3481  
0154 Volume 29, Serials 3482-3620  
0215 Volume 30, Serials 3621-3757  
0300 Volume 31, Serials 3758-3867  
0378 Volume 32, Serials 3868-3987  
0436 Volume 33, Serials 3988-4092  
0498 Volume 34, Serials 4093-4183  
0557 Volume 35, Serials 4184-4353  
0630 Volume 36, Serials 4354-4520  
0685 Volume 37, Serials 4521-4640  
0731 Volume 38, Serials 4641-4771  
0800 Volume 39, Serials 4772-4887  
0854 Volume 40, Serials 4888-4994  
0925 Volume 41, Serials 4995-5076  
0947 Volume 42, Serials 5077-5149  
0977 Volume 43, Serials 5150-5318  
1088 Volume 44, Serials 5319-5528  
1202 Volume 45, Serials 5529-5689  
1294 Volume 46, Serials 5689A-5718  
1312 Volume 47, Serials 5718A-5739 



Reel Contents: FBI File on Alger Hiss and Whittaker Chambers  

11

 
Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

23 (contd.) 1319 Volume 48, Serials 5740-5809  
1334 Volume 49, Serials 5810-5936  
1382 Volume 50, Serials 5937-6096  
1451 Volume 51, Serials 6097-7152    

24  File No.: 65-14920 (contd.)  
0001 Volume 52, Serials 7153-7315  
0119 Bulky Exhibits, Part 1  
0245 Bulky Exhibits, Part 2  
0358 Bulky Exhibits, Part 3  
0508 Bulky Exhibits, Part 4  
0615 Bulky Exhibits, Part 5  
0866 Bulky Exhibits, Part 6    

25  File No.: 65-14920 (contd.)  
0001 Bulky Exhibits, Part 7  
0314 New York Field Office Release  
0716 New York Field Office "Sees"   

File No.: 65-14920, Bulky Additional Release  
0892 Part 1  
1064 Part 2  
1133 Part 3  
1230 Part 4  
1333 Part 5   

File No.: 65-2440  
1462 Volume 1, Serials 1-165    

26  File No.: 65-2440 (contd.)  
0001 Volume 2, Serials 166-285  
0026 Volume 3, Serials 286-394  
0049 Volumes 4 and 5, Serials 395-540  
0072 Volume 6, Serials 541-561  
0079 Volume 7, Serials 562-654  
0106 Volumes 8 and 9, Serials 655-746  
0155 Volume 10, Serials 747-836  
0228 Volume 11, Serials 837-851  
0249 Hiss: See References  
0756 Chambers: See References  
1093 Hiss/Chambers: See References    

27  File No.: 65-2440 (contd.)  
0001 Chambers: See References  
0393 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
0701 Chambers: See References  
1116 Hiss/Chambers: See References 
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

28  File No.: 65-2440 (contd.)  
0001 Chambers: See References  
0413 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
0707 Chambers: See References  
1095 Hiss/Chambers: See References    

29  File No.: 65-2440 (contd.)  
0001 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
0317 Chambers: See References  
0663 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
0972 Chambers: See References    

30  File No.: 65-2440 (contd.)  
0001 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
0314 Chambers: See References  
0842 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
1147 Hiss/Chambers: See References    

31  File No.: 65-2440 (contd.)  
0001 Hiss/Chambers: See References  
0444 Chambers: See References  
0824 Hiss/Chambers "Sees"  
0952 Supplemental Releases  
0982 File No.: 74-1333, WFO Additional Release  
1019 File No.: 101-606  
1181 File No.: 62-2735   

File No.: 74-94  
1188 Volumes 1-11, Serials 1-1275       

32  File No.: 74-94 (contd.)  
0001 Volumes 12-22, Serials 1276-1960b  
0267 Volumes 23-29, Serials 1961-2459  
0439 Volumes 30-36, Serials 2460-3075  
0628 Volume 37, Serial 3076   

File No.: 65-56402, Silvermaster-Hiss  
0697 Sections 1-20  
0882 Sections 21-30  
1022 Sections 31-50  
1146 Sections 51-80  
1292 Sections 81-100             
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Reel No. Frame No. Reel Contents 

33  File No.: 65-56402, Silvermaster-Hiss (contd.)  
0001 Sections 101-130  
0190 Sections 131-140  
0331 Sections 141-149  
0543 Sections 150-162   

File No.: 100-25824  
0733 Section 1  
0962 Section 2  
1014 File No.: 74-1333-12X1-EBF  


