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NOTE TO RESEARCHER

This collection was processed under a grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

Copyright to these papers has not been assigned to the Amistad Research Center.
It isthe responsibility of an author to secure permission for publication from the holder of
the copyright to any material contained in this collection.



INTRODUCTION

The Papers of Fannie Lou Hamer measure approximately 16 linear feet and consist of
3,293 pieces of correspondence dated between 1966 and 1978. The correspondence
represented includes not only that of Fannie Lou Hamer but also that of a number of
organizations to which she was in some way connected and of her business manager,
Joseph Harris. Much of Hamer’s business correspondence isincluded in the Harris
correspondence. He was almost entirely responsible for the business aspects of Hamer’s
career and in some cases he also represented her interests in organizations to which she
belonged.

Also included in the papers are programs, photographs, invitations, newspaper articles,
and avariety of material from each of the organizations represented. The materials when
accessioned were not in any inherent order. The collection is arranged in topical series
with correspondence preceding non-correspondence. Most |etters date from 1967-1969.
Non-correspondence generally fallsin the following order: history or by-laws, financial
records, memorandum minutes, and proposals. Materials specifically relating to Fannie
Lou Hamer are grouped under the heading “Personal”. Papers dealing with major
organizations are listed under the organization’stitle and include the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party, Freedom Farms Corporation, Mississippians United to Elect
Negro Candidates, and Delta Opportunities Corporation. Other smaller series are
represented in the collection.

Personal Series

The correspondence in the Personal Series consists primarily of letters, postal and
greeting cards, and telegrams from family members and close friends, or of
correspondence pertaining to business matters that affected the Hamer household. There
IS some correspondence, however, that relates to Hamer’s speaking engagements, |etters
from school children regarding her life and work and correspondence about the
observance of Fannie Lou Hamer Day in 1970. Also in this seriesis correspondence of
her husband, Perry, and the personal correspondence of Harris, as well asfinancial
accounts, most of which include household bills programs, calling cards, invitations,
honors and awards received by Hamer, biographical information, and a number of
newspaper articles about both Hamer and the civil rights movement in Mississippi. Also
contained within this series are the correspondence and administrative materials of the
Fannie Lou Hamer Living Memoria Charitable Trust Fund.

Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) Series

The MFDP series documents Hamer’s involvement in this organization and contains
information about the various FDP chapters throughout the state, especially the Delta
area. Materials pertaining to voter registration comprise the majority of records, which
consists of registration rosters and volunteer applications for registration workers and
block captains. Also included are the various FDP chapter political handbooks and
manuals that were distributed to teach citizens of Mississippi about voting rights.



Introduction

Campaign materials for MFDP candidates can aso be found within this series. Thereis
relatively little documentation for the MFDP’srole in national politics.

Freedom Farms Corporation (FFC) Series

This seriesisthe largest and most inclusive with its number of items. There are 131
pieces of correspondence that document the efforts of Hamer and others, especially
Harris, Myles Foster, Sandra Nystrom, Harry Bowie, and the Madison Measure for
Measure, to organize the FFC and solicit funds to buy land and equipment, and secure
other necessities for the Corporation. There is an extensive collection of financial
correspondence that mostly documents the FFC’s sources of income and sometimes its
financia problems. The series also contains an almost complete set of check receipt
journals reflecting expenditures, receipts from cotton mills with which the FFC
conducted business, and receipts for produce grown by the FFC for large food-processing
companies such as Heinz. There is also a separate and extensive file listing contributors.

Delta Ministry Series

This group documents the Ministry’s activities in Sunflower and environsand is
especialy rich in materials pertaining to the Ministry’s part in organizing and financing
voter registration and other projects throughout the Mississippi Delta. Correspondenceis
primarily from the National Council of Churches, the parent body of the Delta Ministry;
Ministry workersin Sunflower County; and various other organizations that the Delta
Ministry supported. Thereis aso information regarding the Ministry’s efforts to organize
its area for the Poor People’s Campaign.

Delta Opportunities Corporation (DOC) Series

This series documents the DOC’s activities throughout the Mississippi Delta. The
Corporation was founded as a part of the Delta Ministry in 1965, and some records relate
to the Ministry’s activities. Principal correspondents are Harris, Clarence Hall Jr., and
ThelmaBarnes. The DOC was primarily responsible for developing economic and
educational programs in Sunflower County and the surrounding area. There are also
applications filed with the DOC from persons interested in its adult education,
employment, and tuition support programs.

Mississippians United to Elect Negro Candidates Series

The records document the local and national effort to raise money and provide means of
other support for black candidates in Mississippi. The magjority of the correspondence
relates to finding support and dramatizing the difficulties that black candidates suffered in
running for office. The correspondent is Owen H. Brooks. There are also financia reports
that document the disbursement of funds to candidates.

Vi



Other Organizational Series|

Introduction

Thisfirst series of organizational recordsis comprised of groups in which Hamer took an
active part or lent support. The records are arranged in sub series as follows:

National Council of Negro Women
Fannie Lou Hamer Day Care Center

National Council of Negro Women Sewing Center
Sunflower County Voter Registration Project

National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People

Fund for Education and Community Devel opment

Mississippi Action for Community Education National
Committee for Free Elections in Sunflower

Sunflower County Progress, Inc.
Sunflower County Voter’s League

Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc.

Other Organizational Seriesl|

Box

29

30

31

31

32

32

32

32

32

Folders

1-27

1-18

1-15

16-24

1-8

9-15

20-24

25-31

32-35

This second organizational series records of groups with which Hamer was not
principally associated. Among the most important of these groups are the following:

Friends of Children of Mississippi

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Mississippi Delta Resources Committee

Mound Bayou Development Corporation
Nationa Black Anti-War Anti-Draft Union

National Office for the Rights of the Indigent

vii
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Sunflower County Cooperative League 35 5
Sunflower County Union for Progress 35 7
United Citizen Party of South Carolina 35 10

United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers
Of America 35 11

For a complete roster, see the Reel Contents.

Other Material
Under this heading are materials pertaining to the Hamer children, Jackie and Lenora.

Also included are collected newsletters, funeral registers for Fannie Lou Hamer, and
oversized materials and newspapers.
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1917

1919

1926

1945

1947-1962

1950

1962

1963

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:
FANNIE LOU HAMER, 191/-1977

October 6, born in Montgomery County, Mississippi, the last of twenty
children born to Jim and Ella Townsend

moved to Sunflower County, Mississippi where the family worked as
sharecroppers

began education at a plantation school; joined family picking cotton
married Perry “Pap” Hamer

worked on the Dee Marlow plantation as a sharecropper and timekeeper
adopted daughter, Dorothy Jean

attended first mass meeting given by Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee in Ruleville, Mississippi; first attempted, but failed, to register
to vote with eighteen other sharecroppersin Indianola, Mississippi; fired
from plantation by W.D. Marlow because of her attempt to become a
registered voter; forced from her plantation home; moved to town of
Ruleville and housed by the William Tucker family, whose home was
riddled with sixteen bullets; moved from Ruleville to neighboring county.

passed the Mississippi literacy test and became aregistered voter; began a
more active role in the movement, working to obtain federal commodities
for underprivileged black families; worked with SNCC as afield secretary
organizing voter registration campaigns and welfare programs; arrested in
Winona, Mississippi, on areturn trip from a voter registration workshop;
severely beaten while in custody as were three others also arrested;
remained jailed for three days until release demanded by James Bevel and
Andrew Y oung

member of the National Council of Churches, instrumental in the creation
of the Delta Ministry, an extensive community development program in
Mississippi



1964

1964

1966

1967

1968

1968-1971

Biographical Notes

due to lack of acceptance of blacksinto the regular state Democratic party,
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party was founded; became vice
chairmen of MFDP; delegation from party sent to Democratic National
Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey, to challenge the seating of the
regular Mississippi delegation; made television address to the convention
explaining poverty, unemployment, disfranchisement, intimidation and
violence that existed in Mississippi; convention offered compromise
which was refused to MFDP to seat two members of the regular
delegation and two members of MFDP with no voting power; National
Convention pledged not to seat any delegation in the 1968 Democratic
Convention, which discriminated against blacks in the selection of
delegates; attempted to run for Congress from the Second Mississippi
Congressional District against the white incumbent, Jamie Whitten; not
allowed on the regular ballot; MFDP conceived the “Freedom Ballot” on
which all candidates’ names were placed; Whitten received only 49 votes
to 33,009 votes

served on the Council Commission of the Delta Ministry, which was the
policy-making body of the organization; traveled extensively throughout
West Africa, visiting such countries as Nigeria, Ghana, and Guinea

appealed to Congress, with Victoria Grey and Annie DeVone, in a
dramatic challenge to the House of Representatives against the seating of
the five regular Mississippi representatives; their challenge was argued on
the floor of the House and defeated (they were the first black women to
ever sit on the floor of the House).

member of the National Committee for Free Elections in Sunflower

plantiff in suit charging discrimination in 1965; June 8" municipal
electionsin Sunflower and Moorhead counties overturned by the US Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals (first time elections were set aside because
blacks were denied the vote)

death of daughter, Dorothy Jean

joined 44-member delegation from Mississippi Loyalist Democratic Party,
an offshoot of MFDP, which gained national attention and successfully
unseated the regular Mississippi Democratic delegation; became a
delegate to the 1968 National Democratic Convention; chairman of the
Sunflower County Voter’s League

member of the Democratic National Committee for Mississippi



1969

1970

1971

1972

1974-1977

1976

1977

Biographical Notes

founder and vice president of the Freedom Farms Corporation, a nonprofit
venture designed to help needy black and white families raise food and
livestock on which to live; FFC provided social services, minority
business opportunities, scholarships, and grants for education

recipient of the Mary Church Terell Award from Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc.; received honorary doctoral degree from Tougaloo College,
Shaw University and Morehouse College

chairman of the Board of the Fannie Lou Hamer Day Care Center begun
by the National Council of Negro Women; member of the Board of the
Sunflower County Day Care and Family Service Center and the Garment
Manufacturing Plant

received honorary doctoral degree from Columbia College in Chicago
member of the Policy Council of the National Women’s Political Caucus
recipient of honorary doctoral degree from Howard University

member of the Board of Trustees of the Martin Luther King Center for
Socia Change

underwent radical mastectomy

member of the State Executive Committee of the Unites Democratic Party
of Mississippi, District 1

Fannie Lou Hamer Day declared by Mayor Virginia Tolbert in Ruleville,
Mississippi; recipient of the Paul Robeson Award from Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity; founded Fannie Lou Hamer Branch of the NAACPin
Mississippi

March 14, died of cancer in Mound Bayou Hospital
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