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Dwuring the past three decades the historical perspective of the Second World War fias been formed
primarity by countless works on the military and diplomatic events of this period in history. Few studies
have been made of the civilian agencies which were charged with the awesome tasks and responsibilities of

= =

managing a nation at total war

The Administrative Histories of World War 1l Civilian Agencies of the Federal Government were originally
produced under the Second World War History Program of the Federal Government. The histories were initialky
the work of the War Records Section of the Division of Administrative Management of the Bureau of the Budget.
In March 1942 the program evolved into the Commitice on Records of War Administration.

Members of the Committee were wellknown historians, economdsts and political sclentists.  Among them
were Guy Stanton Ford, editor of the American Historical Review and former president of the University of
Minnesota; Arthur Schlesinger, Sr., past president of the American Historical Association and professor of history
at Harvard University; Solon J, Buck, Archivist of the United Siates; Archibald Macleish, Librarian of Congress:
asid George A, Graham, professor of politics at Princeton University.

Although thirty vears have passed since the end of the Second World War, there is a striking element of
fimelintess in this material due to the current course of national and world events, While the causes are different
we still contend with serious inflationary pressures, oil and fuel shortages and consequent discussions of rationing,
disfocations in manufaciuring and in the labor force, and the myriad of other problems affecting nearly every

important activity in the nation.

The histories produced by the Comnitiee detail ihe measures taken by civilian agencies to meet “the
most stupendous set of problems in the management of public activities that the country has ever faced.”
Problems we must contend with in the contemporary world were multiplied a thousand-fold by the exigencies
of war. The growth of war production and problems in price stabilization, transportation and shipping, man-
power, rationing, federal housing and the allocation of raw muaterials demanded prompi coordination with scores
of other wartime activities. In addition, the histories offer valuable insight into the development of agencies
devoted expressly to the regulation of the country at war, including alien property and war assets, censorship,
civiian defense, cormmunity war services, defense-related education, sclentific research for the war effort. and

public health during wartime.

The Research Publications microfilm collection consists of histories of these governmental agencies,
whose influence and authority over the civilian secior were unprecedented in American history, Many of the
histories were produced only in “process” form or typescript, and were distributed sparingly, frequently only
within their originating agencies. Some of the histories were actually published, but most of this matedal is
iong out of print.

Since the end of the war the histories have lain dormant in thelr vatious forms, and their usage has
been Hmited by their obscurity. The histories were not generally or readily sccessible o the scholar, and

probably many historians were even unaware of their existence.

In assembling these 423 historles for the collection, Reseurch Publications, Inc, makes possible the redis-
covery of this important record of the nation’s administrative response to the crisis of war. President Truman
siressed the necessity for such a record:

LD would dike 1o see soon after the war is over an cbijective account of how problems of
administration were hundled. Both failures and successes should be ansiyvzed, The development

of governmental administration can be greatly aided by such investigation.




“Thig information will probably be most useiud cernment, but @ fnal report 1o

the American pesple of wartime administration appropriate. 1 hope that

¥
vou will give particular attention {o the ways viich our admindstrative experience during
Worid War I can be tomed 1o practical use in the future. Experdence &5 a stern feacher: we

nust not forgei the lessoms o dearly boughtl”

duch of the mportant ~ and timely - materisl I this collection fell within the jurisdiction of not one
but several agencies. Even when resegrching 2 narrow subject such as petyeleum, the scholar will find, for
exarnple, that the UL, Peiroleum Administration {or War histories, which range from a history st in typeseript
1o prinied histories several hundred pages each, provide just one of the sources of research masterial on the crisis
manage

neitt of petrcleurn, Ao gecessible fo him are admindstrative histories dealing with the produciion, sup-

ply and allocation of petrofeum compiled by the
the Pureau of the Budget,

15, War Production Beard, the ULS, Tariff Commission, and
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The Adminisirative Histories are each listed by author {usually the issuing agency}, title, subject, and
added entries. These four types of entries are arranged in dictionary catalogue order. The filing entries
are in boldface type. The subject entries are in all upper case; the others are lower case. Each eniry is
followed by title and imprint information for the report. The item number and the reel on which it can
be found are on the left in boldface type. There s a resl index showing the itern numbers on each reel

on page v,

The following are sample entsies:

UHITED STATES. Civilian Production Administration.
Main Entry:

Reel 47

No. 336
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RQeet 2%
Ho. (83

_ Adminisirative history of properiy division.

Title Entry: UNITED STATES. Office of Alien Property Custodien.
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ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORIES
OF

US. CIVILIAN AGENCIES:
KOREAN WAR



During the Korean War, as in World War 11, a Federal Defense History Program was established, generating a
sirniliar serles of reports from the civilian control agencies. This collection consists of 178 titles from 21 agencies in-
voived in administering the mobilization and managing the economy during this difficult time.

An undeclared war, an unpopular war is no less a burden than one in which the populace unites in common
cause. Indeed, the problems of mobilization are magnified by the competition between military priorities and civil-
iarz needs. Given an economy at full capacity, as was the case during the Korean War, the management of resources,
manpower, and the means of production becomes ¢ritical. 1t becomes even more complex when the nation at fuil
capacity, fighting a distant war, must also build up its forces around the globe and fuifill its obligation to an open-
ended arms race. These vears demonstrated how considerations of national security were to become an integral part
of almost every federal policy decision, and how, in most instances, pelicy was to be administered by civilian agencies
with permanent status,

By collecting and filming these histories, Research Publications has sought out and preserved an accumulation
of archival reference materials of enormous importance to students of government administration, economics, politi-
cal science, business, and commerce.

Military histories exist in great number, but a fullscale civilian mobilization and involvement is a relatively re-
cerit phenomenon which has never been accorded the importance it warrants, whether for an understanding of past
history or as a model for future resources management.
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