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ANALYZE THE HISTORY AND
IMPACT OF HYSTERIA

St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 1 Mar. 1887, p. 7.

Hysteria was once a common
diagnosis to explain everything
from general emotional
expression to severe
depression and even criminal
behavior. Search Nineteenth
Century U.S. Newspapers
to discover how this label
impacted medical treatment
and social perception of
women for generations.

“hysteria is a disease...in which there is loss of will power..”
“It is an affection that will simulate almost any disease...”
“...some of these cases are purely cases of deception...”

St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 2 Sep. 1876, p. 2.

“Miss Liscorbo’s parents...profess not to
believe that they are bewitched. When first
taken, it was given out that an overdose of
laudanum was the cause.”

St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 26 June 1887, p. 12.

“...[Dr. Dorsett] says that she may easily
have gagged herself in the manner in which
she was found, as women in this condition
have been known to do.”

Daily Evening Bulletin, 25 Nov. 1884, p. 4.

“Mr. Charcot describes a hysterical patient
who slept uninterruptedly for fifty-four
days...The awakening was spontaneous and
found the patient in good health.”

Milwaukee Daily Sentinel, 16 June 1889, p. 14.

“[The physician] then informed her that the
next attack she had he proposed to drown
her in the bath tub...she never had another
attack...”
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EXPLORE
Cross-search additional
primary source collections,
and expand research and
learning possibilities with
Gale Primary Sources.
Use Advanced Search
to target results within
Nineteenth Century U.S.
Newspapers and any other
databases of interest, or to
limit by publication date,
document type, source
library, and more.
Narrow search results by
selecting from Filter Your
Results options. Term
Clusters generates a visual representation of your search by topic and subtopic. Term
Frequency graphs the occurence of a term within your results over time.

INTERACT

Click a result’s title to view
the article. Use Explore to
toggle between the article
and full newspaper page,
or to Search within the
article, issue, or publication
to locate terms or historical
concepts of interest. Click
Table of Contents to link
to other articles within the
issue. Use these options to
reveal additional context
and evaluate other topics
discussed within the paper.

SHARE
Download or Print sources for further exploration, or Send to… Email, Google Drive™ or
OneDrive™. Click Get Link to create a persistent link back to any primary source or list of
search results. Save yourself time, or share the link with research collaborators
and colleagues.
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