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FINANCIAL TIMES
DISCOVER WOMEN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO
WORLD WAR II THROUGH THE WORLD’S
MOST RENOWNED BUSINESS NEWSPAPER
Financial Times Historical Archive: 1888-2010
delivers a first-hand account of the critical
financial and economic events that shaped
the world.

As Great Britain entered into
World War II, Financial Times
chronicled the impact on
businesses and industries on the
home front.
More and more men were
needed to fight, so women were
encouraged to volunteer to take
on new roles in the services
and fill the ranks of jobs crucial
during wartime. When even
greater numbers were needed,
the Registration for Employment
Order and National Service Act
were introduced.

“The state in man-power requirements has
been reached where the country can no
longer afford that men should be doing jobs
that can be done by women...”

MARCH 30, 1942

“[Mr. Bevin, Minister of Labour and
National Service] added that no women in
any country had equalled the response of
the women of Britain.”

MARCH 16, 1944

Though women contributed
essential support to victory,
barriers to economic and
employment equality remained
after the war.

“Mrs. Churchill, in opening the hut, said:
Women have broken into the Army, Navy,
and Air Force, but not yet into the
Stock Exchange.”
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